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Westmeath PPN  
Public 
Participation 
Network 

What is the aim of 

Westmeath PPN? 

Our aim is to support 

community groups &    

co-ordinate how the 

community in         

Westmeath is          

represented.  

 

We also aim to:  

Make our members 

stronger: and keep our 

members informed about 

local developments 

 

What does         

Westmeath PPN do? 

We empower our   

member groups to   

influence policy   makers.  

 

The Voice of the Community 
What is the PPN? 
The PPN is the national framework for public engagement and participation that is currently being 

established within the Westmeath Local Authority area. The establishment of Public Participation 

Networks is part of a national reform process which is changing the way local government and    

citizens engage with each other. The Public Participation Network (PPN) is organised in accordance 

with  the Westmeath Local Authority.  The PPN is the main link through which the local authority 

connects with the community and  voluntary, social inclusion and environmental sectors. 
 

How does it work? 
The PPN is made up of Community and Voluntary, Social Inclusion and Environmental organisa-

tions that are registered to the PPN. These are the three electoral colleges of the PPN and groups who 

register with the PPN will be required to select the Electoral College that is most relevant to their 

aims and activities. 

The PPN acts as the hub around which information is distributed and received. It facilitates          

networking, identify issues of common concern, and elect representatives onto decision making  

bodies such as the Joint Policing Committee, Strategic Policy Committees and the Local Community 

Development Committees. 
 

What is its aim? 

The aim of the PPN is to facilitate and enable as many groups and organisations as possible, operat-

ing within the wider community, to articulate and give a voice to, the diverse range of views, issues 

and interests within the local government system. It also aims to give a strong voice to the more  

marginalised groups in society and to the environment groupings. It results in the creation of one 

county register for all groups thereby creating a stronger voice for the whole sector with more     

possibilities for increased citizen engagement. 
 

The PPN operates at two levels: 

 At Municipal District level which is a new tier of local government at sub county level and, 

 At a County-Wide level. 
 

Westmeath Municipal Districts 

Two Municipal Public Participation Networks (PPN) are Athlone Municipal PPN and  Mullingar 

Municipal PPN.  All Groups register and choose to be included in either of the three colleges or  

pillars (i.e. social inclusion, community & voluntary and environment) 
 

 Social Inclusion (groups focused on people experiencing disadvantage and inequality) 

 Community & Voluntary (groups involved in local development, sports social clubs etc) 

Environment ( groups focused on protecting the environment and sustainable development) 
 

Westmeath PPN has: 

 A County Plenary which operates at County level dealing with County level issues. 

 2 Municipal PPNs which operates in each of the two Municipal District dealing with issues at a 

municipal level. 

 Linkage Groups which will form to deal with specific issues and support nominees in their   

participatory role. This will form part of the accountability and feedback mechanism for the 

PPN. 

 

A Secretariat at County level that acts as facilitation administration and communication mechanism 

for the PPN 

Stay in Touch:  www.westmeathppn.ie 
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A Free Beginners Internet Course 

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training 

Volunteers tell your story! 

The programme will be deliv-

ered on the following dates in 

various locations from 09.00 

– 17.00 on each day. 
 

October 17th/18th (Longford); 

October 31st/November 

1st (Athlone)  

 

To book or further informa-

tion, please contact Eddie 

Ward, Resource Officer for 

Suicide Prevention 

A.S.I.S.T. (Applied Sui-

cide Intervention Skills 

Training) is a 2-day skills 

based, intensive, interactive 

and practice-dominated 

Workshop designed to help 

Caregivers recognise the 

immediate risk of suicide 

and learn how to respond 

and be in a position to pro-

vide immediate safety, help 

and information to indi-

viduals whose lives may be 

at risk.  

(Longford/Westmeath by 

email: eddie.ward@hse.ie or 

by phone: (086) 380 1152. 

online searches, online shop-

ping, sending and receiving 

emails, learning basic com-

puter skills and much more. 

Duration: 2 hours per week for 

5 weeks 

For further information please 

contact: Peggy Dowling 086 

7325840 

A Free Beginners Internet 

Course is now available to 

anyone who is unfamiliar 

with using the Internet. This 

course is fully funded by 

Irish Rural Link and is of-

fered to all citizens who 

have no prior experi-

ence using the Internet and 

would like to become more 

comfortable conducting 
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‘’Tell us you 

Volunteering 

story’’ 

Never underestimate the power of    

sharing personal stories showing 

that Volunteering Changes Lives.   

 

Think about what you get out of your 

volunteering work; what you are proud 

of; and the changes you’ve seen or 

brought about.  

 

Highlighting your experiences is crucial 

in raising awareness and building sup-

port among politicians and policy mak-

ers for groups, projects and initiatives 

active in your local area.  

 

Have a story to share?  

Send it on to info@westmeathppn.ie  

‘‘online 

shopping, sending 

and receiving 

emails, learning 

basic computer 

skills and much 

more.’’ 

‘‘2-day skills based, 

intensive, 

interactive and 

practice-

dominated 

Workshop 

designed to help 

Caregivers’’ 

mailto:eddie.ward@hse.ie
mailto:info@westmeathppn.ie


Free Guided Tours for Seniors at Luan Gallery 
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Luan Gallery would like to invite 

senior groups involved and inter-

ested in Bealtaine Festival to avail 

of a guided tour of our facilities. 
 

The gallery is situated on the banks 

of the River Shannon and offers spec-

tacular views of the area. The space 

adapts the towns historic 1897 Father 

Matthew Hall into a new gallery,  

adding a river front wing overlooking 

the river Shannon. 

  

Luan Gallery promotes a dynamic 

contemporary visual arts programme 

of both established and emerging 

artists from home and abroad and 

places artists at the heart of its activ-

ity. It offers visitors a unique cultural 

tourism experience for the commu-

nity and visitors to Athlone &       

beyond. 

Free guided tours of our exhibitions are 

available on request and we would be de-

lighted to welcome any of your retirement 

groups to our gallery. 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you 

wish to book your group for a free guided 

tour of our facilities. We would appreciate 

if you forwarded this e-mail to all of your 

registered members and groups. 

  

Many thanks, Aoife Duncan,  

Cultural Assistant 

Luan Gallery 

 

 

An Garda Siochana 

Mullingar Community Policing 

 

Histing a night with  

The Garda Band 

in  

The Cathedral of Christ the King Mullingar 

on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 

at 6.30pm Sharp 

 

All proceed collected go towards funding our 

Local Annual Active Age Parties 

And Youth Group Activities 

Mullingar Community  

Policing Fund Raiser 

Free GDPR Training 
Westmeath Community Development are hosting GDPR training 

on October 5th in our Mullingar officer, from 9.30-1.   

 

The training is free of charge and will be geared towards  

community and voluntary groups.  

 

If you would like to attend the training please email Zoe/Bethany at 

reception@westcd.ie to confirm your place.  

mailto:reception@westcd.ie
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QQI Courses starting in Mullingar Congress Centre 

Volunteer Centre 
ganisations to access and retain 

volunteers. We do this by support-

ing organisations to compile volun-

teer roles/job descriptions which we 

then advertise on our Website and 

Facebook page. These roles can 

be long term roles such as admin, 

website, tutors, befriender's or sup-

port roles. These roles can also be 

once off positions, such as fund rais-

ing or at events.  
 

 Another part of our service 

is to provide training for organisa-

tions to help them manage and re-

tain their volunteers through our 

Volunteer Leadership Training 

course.  

 We provide a garda vetting 

service for community and volun-

tary groups who do not have access 

to their own Garda vetting Liasion 

person. 

 We run quarterly Managers 

Forums. These Forums facilitate 

our registered groups to come to-

Hi Folks  

 

We here at Westmeath Volun-

teer Centre (WHVC) are cur-

rently contacting non for profit 

community and voluntary 

groups in Westmeath to let you 

know about the service we pro-

vide such as. 

 

 We provide a service that 

recruits and refers volunteers 

to community and voluntary 

groups that need them. As you 

are aware Voluntary and Com-

munity groups heavily depend 

on volunteers to help provide 

their service. Often it is difficult 

to recruit volunteers and par-

ticularly volunteers with the 

relevant skills. We currently 

have in excess of 700 volunteers 

throughout County Westmeath 

with various skills they have 

offered to share. 

 We at WHVC support or-

gether to share information and 

network. 
 
Should you need further informa-

tion   or wish to register with us, 

please  do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Looking forward to hearing form 

you. 

 

Many Thanks, 

Michelle Raleigh 

Coordinator Westmeath  

Volunteer Centre 

087-2798257/044-9348571 

 

Westmeath Volunteer Centre 
Westmeath Community       
Development 
Mullingar E.T.I. Ctr,  
Mullingar Business Park, 
Mullingar,  
Co. Westmeath 
N91 X012 

www.volunteerwestmeath.ie  

 

  
Reception & 
Front line  
Office Skills 

Level 5  
  

  
25th 
Sept 

  
10am 
-1pm 

  
One morning a week  
every Tuesday  
for 8 weeks 

  
Retail Selling 
Level 5 

  

  
3rd 
Oct 

  
10am 
-1pm,  

  
One morning a week  
every Wed for 8 weeks. 

  
Spreadsheet 
Methods 

Level 5  

  

3rd  
Oct 

  
2pm - 
4.30pm 

  
One afternoon a week  
every Wed for 8 weeks. 
  

  
Training &  
Development 
(Old Train the 
Trainer)  
Level 6 
  

  
1st 
Oct 

  
2pm 
- 5.30pm 

  
One afternoon a week every  
Monday for 8 weeks. 
  

The following QQI Courses are 
starting soon in the Mullingar 
Congress Centre.  
 
 

These are all part of the      
ongoing Major Award Level 5.  
 
 

If you require any further infor-
mation on any of these 
courses do not hesitate to  
contact us, Mullingar Congress 
Centre, A Community Non 
Profit Centre  044 9345060  

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

‘‘We currently 

have in excess 

of 700 volun-

teers through-

out County 

Westmeath 

with various 

skills they have 

offered to 

share.’’ 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=7LOs2xu25UaS-3rZTfZb5kymW30BhJQVruRPMWlrjw&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2evolunteerwestmeath%2eie%2f


Launch of National PPN Annual Report 2017 
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The Minister of State at the 

Department of Rural and  

Community Development, 

Sean Kyne TD, on 4th        

September 2018 launched the 

Public Participation Network 

Annual Report 2017. 
 
 

“I am very pleased to see that 

substantial progress has been 

made in the on-going develop-

ment of Public Participation 

Networks (PPNs) since the 

inaugural Annual Report in 

respect of 2016,” the Minister 

said. 
 
 

In 2017 Westmeath PPN did 

very well, increased its     

membership by 12% to 535, 

(currently 611 in Sept 2018) 

and supported 46 volunteers 

who represented communities 

on 16 boards and committees. 

27,555 mass emails were    

issued to Westmeath PPN 

Members, informing them of 

Grants, Training, Consultation, 

Meetings, Events and items of 

interest 
 
 

Public Participation Networks 

were established in all Local 

Authority areas following the 

enactment of the Local Gov-

ernment Reform Act 2014. 

Their main function is to facili-

tate and enable the local com-

munity to interact with local 

government and other relevant 

legislation for the good of their 

communities. 
 

The Minister continued: 

“Public Participation Networks 

are helping make local and 

national government more  

inclusive and reflective. The  

PPNs increase the representa-

tion and the voice of communi-

ties and provide a forum for 

community and voluntary   

organisations. The feedback 

and views provided by the PPN 

will be helpful for Government 

as we work to strengthen and 

support the PPNs.” 
 
 

Minister Kyne re-iterated his 

Department’s commitment to 

the continued strengthening of 

PPNs so that they achieve their 

full potential for the benefit of 

local communities and local 

democracy. 
 

 

The Minister also congratu-

lated the National PPN       

Advisory Group (picture 

Right) for their work in the 

preparation of the Annual   

Report and their ongoing    

support of the Department in 

the development of PPNs. 
 

Westmeath Public Participa-

tion Network is co-funded and 

supported by Westmeath 

County Council and the      

Department of Rural and      

Community Development. 
 

National PPN Report is    

available on Westmeath PPN 

website on   

h t tp s : / / we s t mea t hp p n . i e /

resources 

PPN National Advisory Group with Sean Kyne TD at Launch of 

National PPN Report 2017 

Jamie Moore (Fingal PPN), Ciara Bates (DRCD), Deirdre Kear-

ney (DRCD), Dr Sean Healy, (CEO Social Justice Ire-

land) ????;Annette Barr Jordan (Westmeath PPN)  Sean Kyne 

TD, ???? 

National PPN Report 2017 at a Glance 

‘‘Public Participation 

Networks are 

helping make local 

and national 

government more  

inclusive and 

reflective.’’ 

Public Participation Networks (PPNs) 

were set up to provide a mechanism 

by which citizens can have a greater 

say in local government decisions 

which affect their own communities, 

and by all indications they are     

thriving. 

The Public Participation Network   

Annual Report 2017 published by the 

Department of Rural and Community 

Development shows the current state 

of PPNs. As of the end of 2017, PPNs 

across the country had grown to have 

a total of 12,805 member organisa-

tions, an increase on 2016 of 21 per 

cent. 
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SafeTALK Sucide alertness Programme 

National Archives outreach  
Mon 8

th
 Oct National Archives Outreach comes to Mullingar.  

Mr Tom Quinlan Keeper, Collection Care and Public Services for the    
National Archives of Ireland will give a presentation on Mullingar's history 
and heritage.    
 
This will include illustrations of tithe and valuation records, census, maps, 
architectural drawings. For more details contact Paula  086 778 0510  

Please note that  Safe-

TALK can also be offered 

to groups of between 12-

25 persons on a date and 

time that is suitable to 

both the group and the 

trainer. 
 

HELP is Available: 

If you, or someone you know 

is in need of help or support, 

the following  services are 

available: 

 

The Samaritans:  116 123 
 

Your GP or 

MIOC:          1850  302702 
 

24/7 Suicide Helpline:      

1800 247 247 /  
 

Text ‘HELP’ to 51444 (Pieta 

House) 

Emergency Services:    

999 / 112  
 

 

or the Emergency  Department 

in your local Hospital. 

 

Midlands Living Links:     086 

1600 641 (for bereavement 

support and a listening ear) 

 

Bereavement Liaison Officer 

(Pieta House):  086 418 0088. 

  

More Information Contact 
Eddie Ward Resource Office 

Suicide Prevention, Midlands 

Louth Meath CHO Health  

Service Executive, Health  

Centre, Dublin Road,        

Longford.  

Tel: (086) 380-1152 

Email: eddie.ward@hse.ie 

 

SafeTALK  

is a 3½ hour ‘suicide alert-

ness’ programme that   

prepares participants to 

identify and engage with 

persons who may be     

having thoughts of suicide 

by using the steps of 

TALK (Tell, Ask, Listen 

and Keepsafe) Information 

on supports and resources 

a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y ,          

regionally and nationally 

are also provided.  The 

programme will  be       

delivered on the following 

dates in various locations 

from 10.00am – 1.30pm. 

 

Sept  25th (Mullingar);  

October 23rd (Longford); 

November 6th (Mullingar); 

Nov     29th (Athlone). 
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 ‘‘National Archives 

of Ireland will give a 

presentation on 

Mullingar's history 

and heritage. ’’  

‘‘Please note that 

SafeTALK can also 

be offered to groups 

of between 12-25 

persons on a date 

and time that is 

suitable to both the 

group and the 

trainer.’’ 

mailto:imelda.fox@hse.ie


Understanding Self-Harm is a 1 day awareness training  
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Understanding Self-Harm is 

a 1 day awareness training pro-

gramme which covers issues 

relating to self-harm including 

definitions, prevalence rates, 

myths, causes, why people self

-harm and helpful responses.  

 

The programme will be deliv-

ered on November 20th from 

10.00am -4.30pm in Athlone. 

Contact For further informa-

tion on any of the services of-

fered for Suicide Preven-

tion  please contact: Eddie 

Ward Resource Office Suicide 

Prevention, Midlands Louth 

Meath CHO Health Service 

Executive, Health Centre, Dub-

lin Road, Longford. Tel: (086) 

3 8 0 - 1 1 5 2 

Email: eddie.ward@hse.ie 

Chief Executive of the 
Heritage Council.  
 
Copies of the Heritage 
Plan 2018-2023 are 
available from the Heri-
tage Office or the Plan 
can it be viewed on line 
h t t p : / /
www.westmeathcoco.ie
/heritage/heritageplan/ 

The Westmeath  
Heritage Plan  
2018 – 2023, which 
was approved by the 
Elected Members on 
23

rd
 July 2018, was 

launched last Friday by 
Cllr John Dolan Ca-
thaoirleach of West-
meath County Council 
and Michael Starrett 

Westmeath Heritage Plan 2018– 2023 

mailto:imelda.fox@hse.ie
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/heritageplan/
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/heritageplan/
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/heritageplan/
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John Redmond Forgotten Patriot a Talk  

Craft Fair 

Westmeath Historic Graves Project 

Westmeath Historic 

Graves Project 

As part of this project, 

funded by the Heritage 

Council and Westmeath 

County Council, John 

Tierney of Historic 

graves.com delivered a 

training workshop on 

recording headstones 

in St Owen’s Grave-

yard, Ballymore.  
 

 

 

The local graveyard 

committee were as-

sisted by others who 

wanted to learn the sur-

vey technique used by 

‘Historic Graves.com’. 
 

Thanks to all who par-

ticipated, the prelimi-

nary results of this sur-

vey can now be 

viewed on line and 

more details will be 

added in time. http://

historicgraves.com/

graveyard/st-owen-s-

ballymore/wm-bmre 

‘John Redmond Forgotten Patriot’ a talk by  

John Bruton former Taoiseach of Ireland 

Date: 17th October 2018 at 8pm 

Location: Greville Arms  Hotel, Mullingar 

Brief Description: This talk will be followed by light refreshments 

‘’Shop Early 

For  

Christmas’’ 
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Midland Region  

Active Retirement Ireland 

Shop Early for Christmas 

Handmade  

Crafts & Jewellery 

Greville Arms Hotel,  

Mullingar 

Saturday 6th October 2018 

10am - 4pm 

‘‘Thanks to all 

who 

participated, the 

preliminary 

results of this 

survey can now 

be viewed on 

line’’ 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=jvqW20gRz9bD7HTueUDE8-ANiYewafBEZOWZ9nucaw&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fhistoricgraves%2ecom%2fgraveyard%2fst-owen-s-ballymore%2fwm-bmre
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=jvqW20gRz9bD7HTueUDE8-ANiYewafBEZOWZ9nucaw&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fhistoricgraves%2ecom%2fgraveyard%2fst-owen-s-ballymore%2fwm-bmre
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=jvqW20gRz9bD7HTueUDE8-ANiYewafBEZOWZ9nucaw&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fhistoricgraves%2ecom%2fgraveyard%2fst-owen-s-ballymore%2fwm-bmre
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=jvqW20gRz9bD7HTueUDE8-ANiYewafBEZOWZ9nucaw&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fhistoricgraves%2ecom%2fgraveyard%2fst-owen-s-ballymore%2fwm-bmre


Castletown Geoghegan Park Development Group have 

undertaken to raise funds with the specific intentions of 

developing and improving facilities in the local area 

which will make the area safer and more user friendly for 

ALL ages. 
 

On Saturday October 27th we are hosting ‘A Night in 

Hollywood’ in the Mullingar Park Hotel to help defray 

the costs of our improvements, which are as follows;  
 

 Provide Defibrillators in key areas. 

 Provide a footpath from the village  

 to the G.A.A. Pitch.  

 Develop a Disabled Friendly Community     

Meeting Hall for use by ALL ages.  

 Develop a Fully Lit Walking Track complete with 

"age friendly" exercise.  
 

Our most recent estimates to complete above are approx. 

€400,000.00. 
 

Grants are available through State and other agencies for 

the above projects on the condition that the local commu-

nity contribute at least 20% of the cost i.e. approx. 

€80,000.00. 
 

Various events & fundraising efforts are planned to try to 

raise the necessary €80,000.00 to access these grants. 
 

We are appealing to local businesses/services/individuals 

and calling on their generosity to assist us in reaching our 

targets and help us to keep the village and surrounding 

areas a safe and vibrant community for ALL ages. 

Castletown-Geoghegan Park Development Group  

Presents ‘A Night in Hollywood’ 
 

A Night in Hollywood 
in aid of  

Castletown Geoghegan Park Development 

Saturday 27th October 

Doors open at 7pm /Tickets €25 

Mullingar Park Hotel 

Contact 086-2842365 or 087-1508389 



 

Keep up to Date:  www.westmeathppn.ie 



One of Westmeath PPN main pur-
poses is to keep groups informed 
of what is happening, locally and     

nationally.   
 

In order to do this we    update 
our website, create newsletters 
and make direct contact with PPN 

members. We send out infor-
mation about, events, grants, 
consultation, plans etc; which 
is only useful if it is going to 
the correct group contacts 
who are then distributing that 
information to group mem-

bers.  

If you wish to be on our 
mailing list or if Group 
Contact details need  up-

dating; please send to 

 

Brigid at  

info@westmeathppn.ie  

Information is POWER; is your 

Group Getting Information? 
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‘‘Networking 

Information, 

Representation, 

Funding, 

Publicity, 

Consultation’’ 

Networking 
 

When you are a member of 

Westmeath PPN, you can: 
 

* Meet similar groups across 

the country 

* Collaborate on projects 

* Exchange skills &      

knowledge 

*Learn more about one    

another and     * Share ex-

periences 
 

 

 

 

Information  

We keep informed about 

community supports and we 

act as an information hub for 

our members.  We: 

 

*Publish a monthly newsletter 

* Maintain a website; which 

is a treasure of information 

on everything from events to 

funding to learning opportu-

nities.   

 

It is also a free marketing tool 

for Westmeath PPN groups 
 

Representation  

We have more than 46 repre-

sentatives on 16 various 

county committees & struc-

tures, with this number rising 

all the time. This gives mem-

bers eyes, ears and a voice in 

local decision making.  

Westmeath PPN Representa-

tives are democratically 

elected by PPN members at 

county  plenary. 
 

Funding 

We keep members up to date 

with the latest funding     

supports available to your 

organisation. 
 

 

Publicity 

Members can advertise their 

events for free on our web-

site and include news in our 

monthly newsletter.  We also 

highlight the work of our 

members through our Mem-

ber Spotlight’ initiative.  

Each month, we hope to pub-

lish a short biography of one 

of our member groups on our 

website and in our newsletter. 
 

Consultation 

Members can take part in and 

be consulted on issues, strate-

gies and programmes that are 

relevant to you, such as the: 
 

* PPN work plan 

* County Development Plan 

* Town & Village Plans 

* Climate change strategy 

* County Heritage Plan 

* Joint Policing Committee 

* Westmeath Heritage Plan 

* Heritage Forum 

* Active Retirement Ireland 

* * Age Friendly Strategy 

* Town & village Renewal 

Scheme 

* Mobile coverage Survey 

* Water Framework Directive 

* Youth Work Ireland 

* National Broadband Plan 

* River Basin 

* Future of Policing in Ireland 

* Library Strategy 

* Arts, Creative Ireland & 

Libraries 

* Suicide Prevention Action 

PPN - What’s in it for my Group? 



Midland Regional Drug  Alcohol Task Force 
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Two community information events are scheduled to take place on 

  Tuesday 2nd October 2018 Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone 10am – 2pm 

Service Providers who will be in attendance promoting their services and hosting a stand will include the following; 

Drug & Alcohol Prevention & Treatment Support Services (MQI DATS Project & Extern MYDAS Project); An 
Garda Síochána;  Youth Work Ireland Midlands; Westmeath Community Development ; HSE CADS 

(Community Alcohol& Drug Service); HSE Health & Wellbeing; Comhaire na Nóg; Westmeath County   
Council, Homeless Services; Gateway Youth Project; Athlone Drug Awareness Group;                                

AIT Healthy Campus Initiative; Athlone Spectrum LGBTI; Project & Family Resource Centres;                        
A number of presentations from some  services will also take place at the events. 

 
 Participants will also be invited to take part in an interactive quiz with a range of spot prizes available.                  

Finger food & refreshments will be served. 

 These events are organised by and with the support of the Midland Regional Drug &Alcohol Task Force, West-
meath County Council, Westmeath Community Development & RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning, Invest-

ment and Development).  For further information please contact:  

Ger Byrne, MRDATF Development Worker email: ger.byrne@hse.ie | Phone: 087 9329479 

Transport provided if required, for details please contact                                                                                         

Eddie Keenan on ekeenan@westcd.ieor (090) 641 6121 

 The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) 2018-2022                                                           
is funded by the Irish Government through the Department of Rural and Community Development                                

and co-funded by the European Social Fund under the                                                                                                       
Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) 2014-2020 

mailto:ger.byrne@hse.ie
mailto:ekeenan@westcd.ie


Are Electric cars the future?  

Or has the future finally arrived 
After spending some 30 odd years in the 

motor industry I have seen some pretty 

amazing changes in the motor car. But if 

you had said to me back the years one day 

all cars would be powered by a battery I 

would have fallen around the floor laugh-

ing at the mere suggestion. On a recent trip 

to the UK and covering some one thousand 

miles in a week I noticed a huge change in 

the motoring choice of our near neighbours 

to EV’s and Hybrids. The presence of this 

new type of car on the British motorways 

was simply astonishing. Everyone going 

about their daily business without fear of 

running out of juice prompted me to inves-

tigate the future of this new kind of motor 

car. So being given the opportunity I was 

delighted to represent the Westmeath PPN 

at this year’s Sustainable Energy in Com-

munities (SEC) networking event being 

held in Athlone IT. 

 

The event showcased the future of sustain-

able energy in our homes, businesses and 

the community that we live in. My particu-

lar interest was in the impressive range of 

future electric and hybrid cars available on 

the Irish market and a chance to get to 

know some of the new battery-powered and 

hybrid models that will arrive in Ireland in 

the next five years. My intention was to 

drive as many as possible and pick one 

from each segment of the market that im-

pressed me the most and pass on a brief 

outline on my feelings towards Electric 

vehicles as an alternative to our depend-

ence on fossil fuel powered petrol and die-

sel cars.  

 

So, after hours of driving am I convinced 

electric and hybrid cars are the future? 

While for me the math’s doesn’t yet add up 

for the glut of new models chasing this tiny 

Irish market. I fully understand no car 

manufacture wants to be caught short 

when the future switch gets flipped to 

battery power. I have to say I’m still un-

decided. As a young petrol head growing 

up with a hunger for motor cars and the 

sweet smell of freshly burned diesel 

fumes it is hard for my attitude to change. 

My deep passion for old 60’s and 70’s gas 

gosling American cars with massive en-

gines and loud throaty exhaust sounds are 

competing against nearly silent electric 

motors.  The days of hearing the sound 

from the internal combustion engine in-

stantly turning around to see what make 

or model was coming is sadly coming to 

an end in favor of these new hush-puppies 

which are now becoming available on the 

market by all manufactures.  Soon the 

streets in our towns and cities will be-

come as quiet as those of Venice. I am 

older now maybe not wiser but I can’t 

help but think how film makers in the 

future will make films like ‘Smokey and 

The Bandit’ or ‘The Fast and the Furious’ 

interesting or will this new revolutionary 

car have built in canned sounds like the 

laugher in American sitcoms. One thing 

for sure emission gases are killing the 

planet and the internal combustion en-

gines future is becoming obsolete. For the 

sake of my children and grandchildren I 

will succumb to change. I will ask for-

giveness from the lord above for the many 

years of sheer joy and satisfaction of rev-

ving the big V8 at the American car 

shows in Kilbeggan. 

 

All this change comes in the name of en-

vironmental impact. I am all for saving 

the planet and eliminating the pollutants 

that make the air we breathe unhealthy 

and reducing the CO2 that contrib-

utes to global climate change 

which we are now starting to wit-

ness. The fact still remains elec-

tricity to charge these vehicles has 

to come from somewhere. That 

makes me think of the many 

power stations in Ireland and how 

they go about their daily business 

of generating electrical power. It 

is fair to say that the Irish peat 

bogs that took 10,000 years to 

develop don’t fair out well here. 

That being said, as the electric 

grid prepares to moves away from 

this dirty fuel, the gap is widening 

in favour of sustainable energy.  

 

The conclusion is that a solid elec-

tric or hybrid vehicle is much 

cleaner and kinder to the environ-

ment than that of a petrol or diesel 

engine vehicle, even when you 

take into account the emissions 

from natural gas, coal or peat, or 

however else we go about generat-

ing the electricity. This also raises 

a question, are car manufactures 

living in the pockets of the oil 

industry or why have we not seen 

the move over to electric vehicles 

years ago? Surely the oil barrens 

can’t be too happy to see the sale 

of the precious black gold plum-

met. Or maybe if we think about 

it, Europe is still a growing econ-

omy. Maybe this is the reason 

why the governments across 

Europe are so keen to darken our 

skies with wind turbines that elec-

tric power will become the new 

currency in market trading around 



This said, my many years in car sales have 

also thought me to watch the residual sales 

value. The advanced batteries in solid EVs 

are designed for a long life but will wear out 

eventually. This creates another fear. If EV’s 

are our future, are the batteries that run the 

motors stuck in the past? Who in their right 

mind would buy a car that could end up in a 

salvage yard in 6-8 years? Will your expen-

sive EV’s become worthless after a short 

number of years? I read some dealers are 

quoting as much as €5,000 to replace the 

battery pack, but this could be scare monger-

ing. Most manufacturers are offering up to 8-

year warranty’s or 100,000 km depending on 

your battery choice. So I’m not yet all 

revved up about this new technology. I  think 

if we are patient and wait a little longer, 

newer more efficient solutions for the manu-

facturing of these batteries and how the en-

ergy is derived are on the way. In America 

an electric vehicle that derives all its electric-

ity from a hydrogen powered fuel cell is cur-

rently being tested. If this is the future, a 

hydrogen powered car can be refuelled in a 

matter of minutes at your local petrol garage. 

The only by-product produced is water clean 

enough to drink! But this technology still 

remains many years away.  

 

If I had to make a choice of either full EV or 

hybrid I would not be scared of any of the 

the world in the next number of years. Maybe 

people who dable in stocks and shares should 

watch this space. 

All this aside, a decade ago the idea of driving 

an electric car seemed inconceivable to most. 

But these cars, plug-in or hybrid, are defi-

nitely here to stay. Technological improve-

ments, stricter carbon emissions and changes 

in consumer tastes are driving electric cars 

further into the mainstream. I personally like 

the concept but fail to understand why some 

manufactures go out of their way to design 

cars that looks like a thing from star wars. For 

me this is off-putting and even if it ran on 

water I would not buy some of the offerings. 

models I drove. But, for the sake of re-

sidual values, I would opt for the Hybrid 

models which are powered by a conven-

tional engine coupled to a battery.  The 

government is offering a grant to encour-

age buyers to move over to EV’s and 

plug-in hybrids. Contact your local 

dealer or  check out the link https://

www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-

grants/grant-amounts .  

 

There are currently 1,200 public charge 

points available across Ireland check 

out the link:                                                                                                      

https://www.esb.ie/our-businesses/

ecars/charge-point-map  

 

Finally, I would like to express my 

gratitude to the SEAI, the car manufac-

turers, dealers and sales people who 

provided the test cars and gave their 

time explaining in great detail the vehi-

cles technologies and last but not least 

Claire Cable ORS Mullingar.  

 

The views expressed here are those of 

Kevin Brady the author and do not 

represent or reflect the views of other 

correspondents. 

 

Kevin Brady Member of  WPPN Se-

cretariat 

Keep up to Date:  www.westmeathppn.ie 

https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/grant-amounts
https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/grant-amounts
https://www.seai.ie/grants/electric-vehicle-grants/grant-amounts
https://www.esb.ie/our-businesses/ecars/charge-point-map
https://www.esb.ie/our-businesses/ecars/charge-point-map
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Connecting with Young Men workshop 
Aim of Workshop 

The aim of this Work-

shop is to assist a broad 

range of practitioners 

to effectively connect 

with young men on 

mental health and wellbeing issues.  It 

focuses on the engagement process 

(i.e. WHY and HOW to build rela-

tionships with young men), rather 

than offering a new or revised mental 

health programme (i.e. what to offer 

them). 
 

Objectives for Workshop 

The key objectives for this Workshop 

are to... 
 

- Demonstrate why we need to work 

with young men as a specific group. 

- Help participants to reflect on their 

own value base, experience, atti-

tudes towards, and expectations of 

young men. 
 

- Explore the world of young men, 

the issues that they face, and the 

opportunities that exist to engage 

with them. 
 

-  Consider the practicalities of 

‘what works’. Increase the confi-

dence of participants in relation to 

working with young men. 
 

Who Should Attend? 

This Workshop will be of interest 

to a broad range service provider 

and practitioners who wish to 

connect in more meaningful ways 

with young men. 
 

Facilitators 

The Workshop will be deliv-

ered by two facilitators, Lor-

can Brennan, National Men’s 

Health Coordinator:  Joan 

Tierney, Health Promotion & 

Improvement Officer:  
 

Further Information: Train-

ing will take place on Thurs-

day the 18th October in the 

Athlone Education Centre, 

Moydrum Rd, Garrankesh, 

Athlone, Co. Westmeath, N37 

H043.  From 9.30 am -  

4.30pm  Tea/Coffee and 

Lunch provided.  Please com-

plete application form at-

tached and return to 

joan.tierney@hse.ie or con-

tact on 086 3801153 for fur-

ther queries.  

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  
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The Wheel 

UPCOMING  

TRAINING & EVENTS 

More details on  

 

https://www.wheel.ie/

training 

mailto:joan.tierney@hse.ie
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Michael Ring, T.D. 

Minister for Rural and Community Development 

Department of Rural and Community Development 

Trinity Point, 10-11 Leinster Street South 

Dublin 2, D02 EF85 

 

26 September 2018 

 

Dear Minister 

As you will be aware, and following the decision taken at Cabinet on 18 July in Derrynane, 

the Government launched the Getting Ireland Brexit Ready public information 

campaign 

last Thursday. 

 

As part of the campaign, public outreach events will be held across the country over 

successive weeks. 

 

I would like to ask for your assistance in sharing details of these events with your Depart-

ment’s contacts and stakeholders. The events will take place on the following dates: 

 

 Páirc Uí Chaoimh, Cork, Friday, 5 October; 

 NUI Galway, Friday, 12 October; 

 Four Seasons, Monaghan, Friday, 19 October; and 

 Croke Park, Dublin, Thursday, 25 October. 

 

Registration is available here. https://www.eventbrite.ie/o/getting-ireland-brexit-ready-

17859255770 

 

If you require any further information or promotional material or have any questions on the 

events, please contact Dominic Berkeley (dominic.berkeley@dfa.ie or 01 408 2604) in the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s EU Division. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

____________________ 

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Simon Coveney T.D. 

 

T +353 1 408 2000 ׀ www.dfa.ie 

Getting Ireland Brexit Ready  

http://www.dfa.ie


Westmeath PPN is a  formal network, which allows the local  authority  

to connect with community groups around the county.   
 

PPNs give citizens a greater say in local government  decisions which affect their own 

communities. Our  democracy is  strengthened, by allowing  

diverse views and interests to be  considered as part of the  

decision making process of local Government.  

The result is more transparent, better   

 informed & improved decisions. 

 

Keep in touch, stay informed, news, grants available,  

upcoming events and what other groups are doing   

log on & register with  

www.westmethppn.ie 

What is Westmeath PPN 

What is the aim of Westmeath PPN? 

Our aim is to support community groups & co-ordinate how 
the community in Westmeath is represented.  

We also aim to:  

Make our members stronger: and keep our members          
informed about local developments 

What does Westmeath PPN do? 

We empower our member groups to influence policy      
makers.  

We do this through: 

 electing representatives onto decision-making bodies; 

 highlight community issues; 

 making sure our members are consulted on local 

 developments and strategies; and 

 providing training to our members on relevant topics 

Westmeath PPN 

Public Participation Network 

Community Section 

Westmeath County council 

Áras an Chontae,  

Mullingar 

Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N 

Phone:  044 9332157  

Email: info@westmeathppn.ie  

Web: www.westmeathppn.ie 

 

The Voice of the Community.  

Keep up to Date:  www.westmeathppn.ie 

http://www.westmethppn.ie

