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What is the aim of   

Westmeath PPN? 

Our aim is to support     

community groups &           

co-ordinate how the       

community in Westmeath     

is represented.  

We also aim to:  

Make our members stronger: 

and keep our members    

informed about local       

developments 

What does Westmeath 

PPN do? 

We empower our member 

groups to influence policy 

makers.  

Stay in Touch: www.westmeathppn.ie 
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Network 

 

The Voice of the Community 

     
                                         We want to hear from you:  

          Westmeath Vision for  
     Community Wellbeing  

 

            For Consultation until 9th December 2019 
 

DRAFT—Westmeath Vision for Community Wellbeing 
‘‘Westmeath is a flourishing community with a thriving economy where we live 
and work sustainably. It is a welcoming and safe place which values and       
respects all people. We enjoy a beautiful and healthy natural environment and 
celebrate our rich heritage. Each of us has the freedom to live the life we 
choose and have a say in decisions that affect us. We all participate in our   
communities making them vibrant places where no-one is left behind. We are all 
supported to be the best that we can be.’’ 
 

What do we need for the wellbeing of the community of Westmeath?  That was the 

question posed by Westmeath PPN (WPPN) back in May 2019 and the communities of 

Westmeath responded enthusiastically, thinking about what we have and what we need 

to help Westmeath to be the best that it can be for this and future generations 
 

A Vision for Community Wellbeing identifies the key issues that member groups in 
Westmeath PPN consider are important for their community to be “The best that it can 
be for this and future generations”  It was developed through an open, participative, 
transparent process which involves all member WPPN groups via consultation and well 
attended workshops in Athlone & Mullingar. ALL of the feedback received was      
distilled down into a Community Wellbeing strategy for each Municipal District and 
further combined to create the above overall draft Vision for Westmeath Community 
Wellbeing.  
  

Ultimately the Vision for Westmeath Community Wellbeing will be used to influence 

policy and guide the work of Westmeath PPN and its representatives in influencing 

policy and working towards achieving the community’s goals. 
 

Therefore, WPPN is consulting with you and your communities in relation to the     

Draft Vision for Westmeath Community Wellbeing, asking for your comments and 

feedback which will be open until the 9th of December 2019. 

 

Full Text of Draft Westmeath Community Wellbeing Vision is on 

www.westmeathppn.ie/News  or we can post a copy you 

 

Comments & Feedback please by email to: info@westmeathppn.ie or post to       

Westmeath PPN, Community Development Section, Westmeath County Council, 

Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 FH4N   

mailto:info@westmeathppn.ie


Westmeath PPN Website 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

WPPN Website 
Check it out! 

Dear WPPN Member 

Following on from recent WPPN consultations at our 
Plenary & Municipal District meetings we are hear-
ing how important information is to our members.  
We are keen to keep members informed as to what 
WPPN is doing and what might be of interest to 
them.  Hence these monthly newsletters intended to 
inform you of what is going on in and affecting com-
munity groups in County Westmeath.  

We are always delighted to hear from Community 
Groups; so please Let us know your group success-
es, ideas, stories and things that you want to share 
with the PPN’s affiliated groups. There are now 
over 700 groups affiliated in County Westmeath. 

We intend to send out a PPN newsletter at the end of 
each month for following month, so if you want your 
event or news items featured, please send them in 
well in advance. When sending in news items, please 
keep it to approx. 175 words, and with an image 
(with permission to use) is always good. Send events, 
news, etc to info@westmeathppn.ie 

We will happily also feature events & news & arti-
cles of interest on our web-
site:  www.westmeathppn.ie  please check it out and 
let us know if you would like anything included or 
featured on WPPN website. 

We look forward to hearing from you 

mailto:info@westmeathppn.ie
http://www.westmeathppn.ie/
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What is the PPN - Public Participation Network ?  
P A G E  3  

What is the PPN? 
The PPN is the national framework for 
public engagement and participation that 
is now well established and supported 
within the Westmeath Local Authority 
area. The establishment of Public Partici-
pation Networks is part of a national re-
form process which is changing the way 
local government and citizens engage 
with each other. The Public Participation 
Network (PPN) is organised in accord-
ance with  the Westmeath Local Authori-
ty.  The PPN is the main link through 
which the local authority connects with 
the community and  voluntary, social 
inclusion and environmental sectors. 
 

 

How does it work? 
The PPN is made up of Community and 
Voluntary, Social Inclusion and Environ-
mental organisations that are registered to 
the PPN. These are the three electoral 
colleges of the PPN and groups who reg-
ister with the PPN will be required to 
select the Electoral  College that is most 
relevant to their aims and activities. 
 

The PPN acts as the hub around which 
information is distributed and         re-
ceived. It facilitates  networking, identify 
issues of common concern, and elect rep-
resentatives onto decision making  bodies 
such as the Joint Policing Committee, 
Strategic Policy Committees and the Lo-
cal Community Development Commit-

tees. 
 
 

What is its aim? 
The aim of the PPN is to facilitate and  ena-
ble as many groups and organisations as pos-
sible, operating within the wider     commu-
nity, to articulate and give a voice to, the 
diverse range of views, issues and interests 
within the local government    system. It also 
aims to give a strong voice to the more  mar-
ginalised groups in society and to the envi-
ronment groupings. It results in the creation 
of one county register for all groups thereby 
creating a stronger voice for the whole sector 
with more possibilities for increased citizen 
engagement. 
 

The PPN operates at two levels: 

• At Municipal District level which is a 
new tier of local government at sub 
county level and, 

• At a County-Wide level. 
 

Westmeath Municipal Districts 
Two Municipal Public Participation      Net-
works (PPN) are Athlone Municipal PPN 
and  Mullingar Municipal PPN.  All Groups 
register and choose to be included in either 
of the three colleges or  pillars (i.e. social 
inclusion, community & voluntary and envi-
ronment) 

• Social Inclusion (groups      focused on 
people experiencing disadvantage and 
inequality) 

• Community & Voluntary 
(groups involved in local     
development, sports social 
clubs etc) 

• Environment (groups focused 
on protecting the environment 
and  sustainable development) 

 
 

Westmeath PPN has: 

• A County Plenary which     
operates at County level dealing 
with County level issues. 

• 2 Municipal PPNs which     
operates in each of the two  
Municipal District dealing with 
issues at a municipal level. 

• Linkage Groups which will 
form to deal with specific issues 
and support nominees in their   
participatory role. This will 
form part of the accountability 
and feedback mechanism for 
the PPN. 

 

A 

Westmeath Digital Strategy Survey 

Westmeath County Council are preparing a Westmeath Digital Strategy to encourage and support communities and businesses 
to reap the full rewards of a digitally enabled society. The strategy itself will provide an overarching vision for the county by 
setting out strategic goals and objectives aimed at harnessing digital opportunities for County Westmeath. 

As part of the process, the Council are providing you with the opportunity, via an online questionnaire, to have your say on the 
topic. Your input will inform the development of the Digital Strategy and it should take no more than 5 minutes to complete. 

The survey consists of three separate questionnaires under the following headings: 

• Members of the Public\Consumers 

• Businesses 

• Non-Profit Organisations   

To view and complete the questionnaires relevant to you, visit the Westmeath 
County Council website at the link included below. 
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/
westmeathdigitalstrategysurvey.html 
 
The closing date for receipt of the questionnaires is Friday 20th of December 
2019.  

Have your Say - Westmeath Digital Strategy Survey  

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/westmeathdigitalstrategysurvey.html
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/westmeathdigitalstrategysurvey.html
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Schools Irish History Competition  

Decade of Centenaries 

Schools Irish History Compe-

tition for Primary and Post-

Primary Schools 2020 

The decade 2012–2022 is cate-
gorised as the ‘Decade of Cen-
tenaries’ as it marks the cen-
tenary of a number of important 
historical events and develop-
ments that occurred in the peri-
od 1912–1922, and which 
formed a vital role in the for-
mation of modern Ireland. 

As part of the ‘Decade of Cen-
tenaries’ commemorations, 
schools and students at all lev-
els of primary and post-primary 
schools across Ireland are invit-
ed, in the 2019-2020 school 
year, to enter the annual 
schools’ history competition. 
The selected themes have a 
particular link to events of a 
century ago across the island of 

Ireland. 

Categories 

This year, at both primary and 
post-primary levels, projects 
are invited under the following 
general headings. Please note 
that all categories can incorpo-
rate a local/regional studies 
theme: 

• Revolution in Ire-

land – a study of a 
political/
revolutionary event 
from the 1912–1922 
period, a particular 
aspect of the event, 
or an individual/
group/organisation 
associated with it. 
As with the other 
categories, this can 
incorporate a local/
regional studies 
theme. 

• Ireland and the First 
World War – a study 
of the Irish experience 
of the war from the 
perspective of an indi-
vidual or group. This 
could involve a focus 
on a particular battle, 
an individual partici-
pant’s story or a con-
sideration of the entire 
1914–1918 period. 

• Women during the 
revolutionary period 
in Ireland – a study of 
a particular individual/
group/organisation/
movement striving to 
improve the quality of 
women’s lives or in-
volved in revolution-
ary activity in Ireland 
in the 1912–1922 peri-
od 

• War of Independ-
ence – a study of a 
political/revolutionary 
event from the 1919–
1921 period, a particu-
lar aspect of the event, 
or an individual/
group/organisation 
associated with it. 

 

The deadline for receipt of com-
pleted projects is 20th March 
2020 with the winners being 
announced, and prizes awarded, 
before the end of May 2020. 

 

Projects must be submitted 
online to the following email 
address: historycompeti-
tion@ucc.ie. Each project must 
include a cover sheet at the front 
(a template cover sheet is availa-
ble to download below) and a 
bibliography listing the sources 
consulted. 
 
 
More Information: https://
www.education.ie/
historycompetition  

Decade of 

Centenaries 

Schools Irish 

History 

Competition 

for Primary 

and Post-

Primary 

Schools 2020 

mailto:historycompetition@ucc.ie
mailto:historycompetition@ucc.ie
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‘‘Members of 

the  public 

are invited to 

submit their  

sighting of 

the two 

species’’ 

Have you seen Red Squirrels or Pine Martens? 
Have you seen squirrels or 
pine martens? 
NUI Galway researchers, 

with colleagues in Ulster 

Wildlife and The Vincent 

Wildlife Trust, need your help 

with their 2019 Squirrel and 

Pine Marten      survey which 

aims to find out where there 

are     populations of red     

squirrels, grey squirrels and 

pine martens on the island of  

Ireland.  Members of the 

public are invited to submit 

their sighting of the two spe-

cies to the National Biodiver-

sity Data Centre’s citizen science portal at www.biodiversityireland.ie 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=joOx3WlVgrenEcWLHMFZrSw30WUpzEd0VvdaDeRGqw&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2ebiodiversityireland%2eie


HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ADULTS 
P A G E  

Deadline for Applications:  1
st
 March 2020 

  
Uversity is now accepting applications for its HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ADULT LEARN-
ERS that are intended to remove financial barriers so that adult learners can unlock their potential and realise their 
ambitions.  Uversity's scholarships will provide multi-annual financial support for recipients to pursue a Bachelor’s 
Degree for the first time in participating third level institutions in the Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland.  Schol-
arships can be any subject area and will be tailored to recipients’ financial circumstances to  cover some or all of the 
direct and indirect costs associated with higher education.  
 Successful candidates must: 

• be 23 years and older by 1st January 2020 

• be a citizen of an EEA member state or Switzerland AND resident in Ireland or Northern  Ireland for 3 years or 
more by 1st March 2020 

• be returning to higher education in 2020/21 after a break from education of 3 years or more or have recently 
completed a higher education progression / preparation course 

• be admitted to a Bachelor’s Programme or have a deferred offer for the 2020/21 academic year.  Preference 
will be given to candidates intending to study full-time 

be able to demonstrate: 
• academic potential 
• a clear motivation and ambition for returning to education  

• a drive to succeed and a strong work ethic 

• an ability to be transformed and transform others as a result of this scholarship and educational experience 

• financial need 
PLEASE NOTE: 

• non-EEA citizens resident in Ireland / Northern Ireland must have received permanent by 1st March 2020. 
• applicants who currently possess or are enrolled on a Degree programme ARE NOT  ELIGIBLE.   
• applicants DO NOT need to have an offer at time of application but if selected for a scholarship they must   

receive an offer on a Bachelor’s programme in one of the participating institutions to  receive their scholarship. 
• For Republic of Ireland applicants, University scholarships to a maximum value of €7,000 are note considered 

reckonable income for means-tested social welfare benefits and SUSI maintenance grants. 
 

Eligible candidates must submit an application via University’s online system by 1st March 2020 with the       
following information: 

• contact details 
• details of your education to date 
• details of any employment / volunteering (if applicable) to date 
• a motivation statement of maximum 500 words 
• details of two referees 
 All applications will be reviewed by University for eligibility and may be shortlisted for  interview.  Successful can-
didates will be notified by 1st July 2020. 
Further information on the programme and application process can be found below my signature and on our website, 
www.uversity.org.   
 If you would like a PDF flyer / power point slide for distribution or require further information / clarification please 
contact us on apply@uversity.org. 

 

‘’HIGHER 

EDUCATION 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

FOR ADULT 

LEARNERS that 

are intended to 

remove financial 

barriers so that 

adult learners 

can unlock their 

potential and 

realise their 

ambitions.’’   

IFSC House | Custom House Quay | Dublin D01 R2P9 | Ireland 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=2P7C3eJqzXtJT2QHl8rkymLE54os2yhzWRaWIAnqMg&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fu-versity%2eeu%2findex%2ephp%2fparticipating-institutions%2f
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=2P7C3eJqzXtJT2QHl8rkymLE54os2yhzWRbHdV_vNQ&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2euversity%2eorg
mailto:apply@uversity.org
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‘‘Many thanks to 

those who have 

submitted record 

sheets of field 

names collected to 

date.’’  

Westmeath Field Names Recording Project 

Community Grant 

Waterways Ireland  has    
announced its Community 
Grant Scheme 2020 in      
support of the Waterways    
Ireland Heritage Plan 2016-
2020. 
  
A fund of €20,000 has been 
allocated to assist community 

based heritage projects 
which compliments or fulfil 
the delivery of the Water-
ways Ireland Heritage 
Plan along the Barrow 
Navigation, Erne System, 
Grand Canal, Lower 
Bann, Royal Canal, Shan-
non, Shannon-Erne, and 
the Ulster Canal. 
  
Applications will 
be considered from com-
munities seeking assis-
tance for projects related 
to inland waterways' herit-

age including data collec-
tion & research,  good 
heritage practice in man-
aging sites, collections, 
objects, etc. 
  
The deadline for receipt 

of completed applica-

tions is January, 

31
st

  2020. For details 

see https://

www.waterwaysireland.or

g/heritage-grant 

Did you know that people living at home who cannot vote in person 

because of physical illness or disability can apply for a postal vote? 

Print out a PVS1 form, get a medical practitioner to sign it, and send it 

to your Local Authority. 

Westmeath Field Names 
Recording Project:  
 
Many thanks to those who 
have submitted record 
sheets of field names col-
lected to date.  
If you have record sheets 
completed for your area, 
please return them to the 
Heritage Office so that they 
can be included in the Coun-
ty database and registered on line. https://meitheal.logainm.ie/westmeath-field-names/ 

Postal Votes for Illnesses or Disability 

‘‘Did you know 

that people living 

at home who can-

not vote in person 

because of physi-

cal illness or disa-

bility can apply for 

a postal vote?’’ 

Congratulations to Olive Jagha, Columba College Killucan, 
who came runner up 
in the national final of 
the Relove Fashion 
Competition.   
 
Great creativity and 
skill on display from 
the Westmeath 
schools.  

Congratulations Olive 

https://www.waterwaysireland.org/heritage-grant
https://www.waterwaysireland.org/heritage-grant
https://www.waterwaysireland.org/heritage-grant
https://meitheal.logainm.ie/westmeath-field-names/


Lock Up Light Up  
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the winter 
months, targeted activity 
across Garda divi-
sions will include checkp
oints, increased patrol-
ling in burglary hot-spots, 
and the provision 
of impactful and useful 
crime prevention advice. 
The Gardaí will also be 
working with its partners 
on initiatives such as 
Text Alert, and denying 
criminals the use of the 
road network. 

Data from the Garda 
Analysis Service shows 
that one-third of all bur-
glaries are through 
the front doors - with 
most burglars using their 
own body to gain en-
try. Other key findings 
include: 

• Burglars also com-

monly target back 
doors (26%), back 
windows (24%) and 
front windows (8%), 
with one in five cases 
involving a burglar 
getting access 
through an unsecured 
door or window.  

• Jewellery and cash re-
main the most common 
objects stolen, with 
€600 being the average 
value of goods taken. 

• Computers, mobile 
phones, TVs and games 
consoles are also 
among the top items 
stolen.  

• Nearly half of burglaries 
(46%) occur between 
5pm and 11pm. 

• The practice of ‘fishing’, 
where car keys are 
fished through a letter-
box by burglars, also 
remains a problem with 
the Dublin region most 
at risk. 

 
Having your home burgled 
is a distressing and trau-
matic experience. An Garda 
Síochána is hoping that by 
raising awareness of some 
simple crime prevention 
measures, such as locking 
up and lighting up, less Irish 
families will have to endure 
the pain of being burgled 
this winter. 

If going out, 
Irish homeowners should 
endeavour to make sure 
their home looks occupied - 
to Lock Up and Light Up. 
Use timer switches to turn 
on lights, lock all doors and 
windows, store keys away 
from windows and letterbox-
es, and use your alarm. 

Taking these simple steps 

will lessen a home’s vulner-

ability, deter burglars and 

protect homes. 

Lock Up Light Up is An 
Garda Síochána's anti-
burglary awareness cam-
paign which encourages 
homeowners to protect 
their homes over the win-
ter months, when burgla-
ries traditionally tend to 
rise. 

The campaign is part of 
Operation Thor, a nation-
al multi-strand anti-crime 
initiative which actively 
targets organised crime 
gangs and repeat offend-
ers. It involves a wide-
range of enforcement, 
crime prevention and 
public awareness 
measures. 

Operation Thor has re-
sulted in a substantial 
reduction in domestic 
burglaries across Ireland 
since it first launched in 
November 2015. Over 

“To catch the 

reader's 

attention, 

place an 

interesting 

sentence or 

quote from 

the story 

here.” 

‘‘Data from the   

Garda Analysis  

Service shows that 

one-third of all   

burglaries are 

through the front 

doors - with most 

burglars using their 

own body to gain 

entry.’’ 
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‘‘Unite  

communities in 

a spirit of 

neighbourliness 

and community 

service’’  

Gardaí Text Alert 

Community Alert 
Community Alert is a com-
munity safety programme for 
rural areas with an emphasis 
on older and vulnerable peo-
ple. It operates as a partner-
ship between the communi-
ty,  

An Garda Síochána and 
Muintir na Tíre. It works on 
the principle of shared re-
sponsibility for crime preven-
tion and reduction.  Commu-
nity Alert programmes aim to 
foster the process of com-
munity development, reduce 
opportunities for crimes to 

occur, unite communi-
ties in a spirit of neigh-
bourliness and commu-
nity service and to de-
vise programmes to im-
prove the quality of life 
for all in rural communi-
ties. 

There are over 

1,250 Community Alert 

Schemes. To set up a 

group in your area, con-

tact your local Garda 

Station or your local the 

Muintir na Tíre Commu-

nity Alert Development 

Officer (Tel: 062-51163 

or view a list of Develop-

ment Officers). https://

www.garda.ie/en/Crime-

Prevention/Community-

Crime-Prevention-

Programmes/  

is a one-way system, 
and operates on the fol-
lowing principles: 

• Member(s) of the pub-
lic reports incident to the 
Gardaí (24-hour Garda 
District -Telephone num-
ber which is widely ad-
vertised) 

• The reporting Garda 
verifies details and de-
termines that the "Text 
Alert” system should be 
utilised 

• Garda sends text or e-

mail out to each registered 
"Community Contact” in 
their Garda District 

• Each "Community Con-
tact” forwards the text to 
their "Community Group” 
to advise the public to 
watch out and report any 
developments 

If the information is re-
ceived by e-mail the Com-
munity Contact may for-
ward the e-mail or convert 
the content to SMS Text 
and send to their Commu-
nity Group. 

https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-

Prevention/Community-Crime-

Prevention-Programmes/  

Text Alert enables com-
munities to set up a 
group to receive alerts 
advising them of suspi-
cious or criminal activity 
in their area. As well as 
ensuring awareness 
among users of the ser-
vice, it can also lead to 
them reporting suspi-
cious activity to Gardaí. 
Sending the information 
by text means that it can 
be disseminated rapidly 
to a large amount of 
people in a cost-
effective way. Text Alert 

com-
munity links, increase public 
confidence in An Garda Sío-
chána, foster a caring environ-
ment for older and vulnerable 
people and  reduce anti-social 
behaviour, including graffiti and 
harassment. 

 

 To set up a scheme in your 

area, contact your local Garda 

Station 

https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-

Prevention/Community-Crime-

Prevention-Programmes/  

Neighbourhood Watch is a 
crime prevention and communi-
ty safety programme for urban 
areas. It operates as a partner-
ship between An Garda Sío-
chána and the public. It works 
on the basis that every member 
of a community can help to im-
prove the quality of life in the 
area by keeping a look out for 
neighbours and reporting suspi-
cious activities to the Gardaí. 

Neighbourhood watch pro-
grammes aim to improve com-
munity safety,  prevent 
crime,  develop Garda and 

Gardaí Neighbourhood Watch 

https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Contact-Us/Station-Directory/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Contact-Us/Station-Directory/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
https://www.garda.ie/en/Crime-Prevention/Community-Crime-Prevention-Programmes/
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On the 15th November 2019, 

Athlone Castle, in association 

with the Department of Culture, 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht, will 

proudly present ‘Medals of Hon-

our’ – a temporary exhibition 

dedicated to the display of Irish 

war memorabilia under the remit 

of The Decade of Centenaries. 

The Decade of Centenaries pro-

gramme aims to commemorate 

each step that Ireland took be-

tween 1912 and 1922 in a toler-

ant, inclusive and respectful way. 

 

The period from 1912 to 1922 

was one of the most eventful in 

Ireland’s history. From the cam-

paign for Home Rule, through 

World War One and the Easter 

Rising of 1916 to the foundation of 

the Free State, this certainly was a 

de cade  o f  g re a t  chan ge .  

 

In response to this decade of com-

memorations, Athlone Castle will 

display war memorabilia in a tem-

porary exhibition in the environs of 

the historic Castle Keep. A signifi-

cant contribution to this exhibition 

is being made by Mr. Thomas Ev-

ans, ex Irish Army Veteran and 

current Athlone Castle Volunteer, 

who has amassed a vast array of 

memorabilia dedicated to men and 

women who fought bravely and 

valiantly for their country.  

 

Mr. Evans has kindly loaned, for the 

use in this exhibition, personal ar-

tefacts including medals, flags, 

newspaper reports and other such 

memorabilia, which all share an 

historic value to this coun-

try.  Highlights of this exhibition 

will include medals of the First 

World War period and medals 

awarded posthumously to persons 

who took part in 1916 and during 

the War of Independence, 1919-

1 9 2 1 

 

The official opening of the exhibi-

tion will take place at 4.30pm on 

Friday the 15th of November with 

a contribution from Athlone Castle 

Visitor Centre Cultural Assistant, 

D a v i d  L a n d e r s . 

 

This temporary exhibition will run 

from the 15th November until the 

8th December in the Keep of Ath-

l o n e  C a s t l e . 

 

For further information, please 

contact Athlone Castle at 090 

6442130, or email us at in-

fo@athlonecastle.ie 

‘’Exhibition 

dedicated to 

the display of 

Irish war 

memorabilia 

under the 

remit of The 

Decade of 

Centenaries..’’ 



Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/public-awareness-and-prevention-guides/e-commerce-tips-and-advice-to-avoid-
becoming-fraud-victim  

E-COMMERCE: TIPS AND ADVICE TO AVOID 
BECOMING A FRAUD VICTIM 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/public-awareness-and-prevention-guides/e-commerce-tips-and-advice-to-avoid-becoming-fraud-victim
https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/public-awareness-and-prevention-guides/e-commerce-tips-and-advice-to-avoid-becoming-fraud-victim
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Applications for Ability to 
Work Fund for not-for-profit 
organisations 

Applications open from 
Monday 11 November 2019 
to 5pm, Friday 14 February 
2020 

What is the Ability to Work 
Fund? 

This is a €1.5 million fund cre-
ated by Social Innovation 
Fund Ireland (SIFI) in partner-
ship with State Street and the 
Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development. The De-
partment of Rural and Com-
munity Development provides 
match funding for all philan-
thropic funds raised by Social 
Innovation Fund Ireland, via 
the Dormant Accounts Fund.  

The Ability to Work Fund will 
support not-for-profit organisa-
tions to empower more people 
with disabilities to gain em-
ployment. A disability might be 
a physical or intellectual disa-
bility, a learning disability, or a 
disability due to traumatic 
brain injury or a mental health 
condition. The funding will be 
available over three years, 
from 2020 to 2023. 

What are the aims of the 
fund? 

The fund has two main aims: 

1. to empower 250 people to 
progress along the path-
ways to employment by 
investing in organisations 
that provide training, up-
skilling, education and 
other services to people 
with disabilities; and   

2. to double the impact of 
successful applicant or-
ganisations by providing 
project funding and other 
supports such as: 

• strategic planning 

• communications strategy 
development 

• mentoring 

• leadership training 

• market research 

• financial modelling 
(forecasting your organi-
sation’s financial perfor-
mance)  
What does the fund 
offer? 

• Cash grants of up to 
€90,000 each year for 
three years* 

• A business supports 
package to help not-for-
profit organisations ex-
pand their business ex-
pertise and expand and 
deepen their impact 

• A place on SIFI’s Accel-
erator Programme, a 
programme which pro-
vides training from ex-
perts from the private, 
public and not-for-profit 
sectors 

• Project performance 
management, including 
managing its impact 

• Access to SIFI’s net-
works of charities, social 
enterprises, government 
and donors 

• Access to training and 
mentoring from State 
Street employees 

 
*Applicants can apply 
for any amount up to 
€90,000 for three years. 

SIFI will decide how 
much money to award, 
which may be less than 
the amount requested. 
The amount of the 
award will depend on 
how many organisations 
are selected, their past 
financial performance, 
and the budget they 
submit as part of their 
application.  

Who can apply? 

We are inviting applications 

from organisations that work 

with people with an intellec-

tual, physical, learning or 

sensory disability who are 

aged 17 and older. The or-

ganisations must be en-

gaged in creating ways to 

improve employment out-

comes for people with disa-

bilities through education, 

training and skill-building. 

 

More Information & Applica-

tions http://

www.socialinnovation.ie/

ability-to-work-fund/  

‘’The Ability 

to Work Fund 

will support 

not-for-profit 

organisations 

to empower 

more people 

with 

disabilities to 

gain 

employment.’’ 

3. 

http://www.socialinnovation.ie/ability-to-work-fund/
http://www.socialinnovation.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/2619_012.jpg


Together We Can STOP Fire  
STOP stands for: 

• S - is for Smoke alarms. Make sure you have at least one on every level/floor. 

• T - is for Test your smoke alarms weekly or ask someone to check it for you. 

• O - is for Obvious dangers. Look out for fire risks like overloaded sockets, candles and  
 unattended appliances. 

• P - is for Plan your escape route. Keep access routes clear and have your keys at the ready. 

Avoid: 

• Smoking when tired 

• Leaving burning candles unattended 

• Leaving young children unattended 

• Leaving matches and lighters where children can get them 

• Leaving chip pans, frying pans, etc unattended 

• Standing too close to fires, heaters, etc 

• Using faulty electrical appliances 

• Overloading sockets 

Make sure to: 
• Have your chimney cleaned at least once a year 

• Use a spark-guard with open fires 

• Use proper holders when burning candles 

• Keep ashtrays empty when not in use 

• Have a suitable fire extinguisher and fire blanket in your kitchen 

• Have faulty electrical appliances repaired or replaced immediately 

• Close all doors at night time 

• Carry out a routine fire safety check before going to bed 

Stay Safe -  

Fire  

Prevention  

Tips 
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‘‘It appeals to 

young males to 

think of the 

consequences 

for themselves 

and others of 

being involved 

in assaults’’  

‘Use Your Brain Not Your Fists’   
‘Use Your Brain Not Your Fists’ is 
a public safety campaign by An 
Garda Síochána that aims to re-
duce the number of assaults car-
ried out by males between 18 and 
39 years of age. 

It appeals to young males to think 
of the consequences for them-
selves and others of being in-
volved in assaults as statistics 
show a rise in assaults in last 
number of years in line with the 
rise in the night-time economy. 

According to the Garda Analysis 
Service, the vast majority of as-
saults are carried out by males 
aged between 18 and 39 against 
males of a similar age. These as-
saults typically take place in and 
around public places (street, 
roads, pubs and hotels) between 
8pm and 5am at the weekend. 
Approximately 25% of incidents 
linked to the night time economy 
involved intoxication of either the 
suspect offender, the victim, or 
both. Perpetrators of assaults 
tend not to repeat the crime and 
there is a very low level of repeat 
victimisation. 

The GSAS’s headline results 
were as follows: 

• 83% of offenders in assault 
cases are male 

• Majority of offenders are aged 
between 18 and 39 

• 70% of assaults are male-on-
male 

• 75% of assault victims are 
male 

• Street assaults typically occur 
between 8pm and 5am at the 
weekend 

• Low level of repeat offenders 
(approx 3%), and low level of 
repeat victimisation (0.6%) 

• Low level of reporting of as-
saults (approx 55% of as-
saults reported) 

Analysis has also shown that the 
level of assaults is typically asso-
ciated with the vibrancy of the 
night time economy which has 
shown signs of recovery following 
the recession. 

For example, in the Dublin Metro-
politan Region, the number of 

assaults causing harm rose 
from 1,396 in 2012 to 1,707 
in 2015, while minor as-
saults increased from 3,100 
to 3,337 in the same period. 
In 2016, assaults nationally 
have shown a decline with 
minor assaults down 2% 
and assaults causing harm 
down 4%. 

To further reduce assaults 
and enhance community 
safety, An Garda Síochána 
has implemented its multi-
strand anti-crime strategy. 
This has involved a range of 
activities across a number of 
different areas. 

Operations and Crime Pre-
vention: Assault hotspots 
have been identified and 
since early August there has 
been a high visibility policing 
presence in these areas at 
key times. 

Partnership: An Garda Sío-
chána is working in partner-
ships with licensed premis-
es, the business community 
and local councils to ad-
dress issues around anti-
social behaviour. 

Education: A public aware-
ness campaign titled Use 
Your Brain Not Your Fists 
targeted at males aged be-
tween 18 and 39 goes live 
from today. The campaign 
informs them about the con-
sequences from assaulting 
another person – they could 
lose their job, their ability to 
travel, and even go to jail. It 
also reminds people of the 
potentially devastating phys-
ical and mental impact on 
assault victims. 

Victim Support: Through 
our national network of Vic-
tim Service Offices victims 
of assaults are provided with 
information on available 
support services and are 
given regular updates on 
their case. 

Sergeant Kelvin Courtney, 
Garda Bureau of Communi-
ty Engagement, urged 
young men to think about 

the impact of their actions 
on themselves and others, 
and advised people to be 
streetwise when they are 
out and about. 

“The vast majority of as-
saults that occur are need-
less and avoidable,” said 
Sergeant Kelvin Courtney, 
Garda Community Engage-
ment. “They are usually car-
ried out by males against 
males aged between 18 and 
39, during evenings and 
early mornings. Don’t be 
that guy; use your brain not 
your fists.  

“Never attempt to reason 
with drunk or aggressive 
people. Walk away and look 
for help. 

“Be streetwise when you’re 
out and about. Planning is 
key to having a good night 
out. Arrange transport to 
and from events in advance. 
Let someone know where 
you are going and when 
you’ll be back. Avoid walk-
ing alone and in dark plac-
es. Be wary of your sur-
roundings and mind your 
property.” 

Sergeant Courtney urged 
assault victims to report the 
crime, which, according to 
the CSO may be under-
reported by approximately 
40%. 

“Some victims of assaults, 
particularly men, are embar-
rassed to say they have 
been assaulted. I would en-
courage anybody, and in 
particular younger men, to 
report all assaults to An 
Garda Síochána. Anyone 
who has been assaulted will 
be treated with sensitivity by 
An Garda Síochána and it 
will be fully investigated.” 





Colour Coded Weather 

Warnings Explained 

STATUS YELLOW: Weather that 
does NOT pose a threat to the general 
population but is potentially dangerous on 
a localised scale. 

Be aware about meteorological conditions 
and check if you are exposed to danger by 
nature of your activity or your specific lo-
cation. Do not take any avoidable risks. 

STATUS ORANGE: Infrequent and dan-
gerous weather conditions which may 
pose a threat to life and property. 

Prepare yourself in an appropriate way 
depending on location and activity. All 
people and property in the affected areas 
can be significantly impacted. 

Check your activity/event and delay or 
cancel as appropriate. 

STATUS RED: Rare and very dangerous 
weather conditions from intense meteoro-
logical phenomena. 

Take action to protect yourself and your 

property. Follow instructions and advice 

given by the authorities under ALL circum-

stances and be prepared for exceptional 

measures. 

Fri 29th Nov.  Ballymore Community 

Hall, 8pm  ‘Woman King’ by Candlelit 

Tales a unique storytelling event Show 

8pm – 9pm. Admission Free, thanks to 

funding from Creative Ireland. This per-

formance tells the ancient Irish story of 

An Táin Bó Cúlaigne (The Cattle-raid of 

Cooley) from Queen Meave's perspec-

tive. Maeve and her army journeyed 

from Connaught to Cooley, where they 

succeeded in capturing the prize brown 

bull. Their return journey brings them through Westmeath via Ballymore. Details and bookings: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/

woman-king-retelling-the-story-of-queen-meave-and-an-tain-bo-culaigne-tickets-81454918855 

Woman King 
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015, provides a shared 

blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which are an urgent call for action by all countries - developed and developing - in a global 

partnership. They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand with strategies that improve 

health and education, reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – all while tackling climate change and working to pre-

serve our oceans and forests.  

 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300   

Great walk led by Ecologist Alan Lauder around Ladestown on Saturday 16th Novem-

ber.  Dr Lauder is preparing a Habitat Management Plan for Council owned lands 

around Lough Ennell thanks to funding from  Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht & Westmeath County Council.  

Missing from photo (behind the Camera!) Heritage Officer Melanie McQuade 

Westmeath Heritage 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
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Just for Fun - Westmeath Towns 

WPPN Quiz- Win Carvery Lunch for 2 in 

Bloomfield House Hotel 
1. What village in Westmeath won the highest marks in Tidy Towns Competition 2019? 

2. How many Municipal Districts in Westmeath? 

3. Westmeath PPN is short term for what organisation 

4. There are 700, 70 or 7000 groups approximately affiliated to Westmeath PPN. 

5. What year did Multyfarnham win the Tidy Towns Competition? 

6. Is Lough Owel north or south of Mullingar? 

7. What forest in north Westmeath has the largest number of beech trees in Ireland? 

8. Who is the CEO of Westmeath County Council? 

9. From what century does Athlone castle date? 

10. Who was the first Earl of Belvedere? 

11. Who is the Mayor of Athlone? 

12. Who is the Mayor of Mullingar? 

13. Who is Westmeath County Council Cathaoirleach? 

14. In what Westmeath town did Super Macs open in 2019? 

15. What famous knighted tenor was born in Athlone? 

16. What Westmeath resident is CEO of Ryanair? 

17. What does JPC stand for in a PPN context? 

18. How many Strategic Policy Committees in Westmeath County Council? 

19. In what historical venue do the annual Cathaoirleach Awards take place? 

20. What village is aiming to be the first Age Friendly Village in Westmeath? 

21. Fairy Fort is the name of what amenity in south Westmeath. 

Answers please to info@westmeathppn.ie  or by post to PPN-Public        
Participation Network, Community Development Section, Westmeath   
County Council, Áras an  Chontae, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 FH4N - 
Closing Date 15th December 2019 
Winner will be drawn from correct-completed entries 
 

Do you live in any of these towns? 
 

1. Solo Ford 

2. You have permission to murder here 

3. Short Mill 

4. Many slices of the pig at a distance 

5. Former Secretary of State in Northern Ireland, now deceased, dined here 

6. Almost a kind of GAA family 

7. Michael’s Place 

8. Yeats and Lady Gregory visited this town’s name sake 

9. Take the plunge 

10. Treeets given a Twirl is not so sweet! 

Many Thanks to Anne Drury, Westmeath PPN Secretariat for compiling the Quizs 
 

‘‘Answers in January 

2019 Edition of WPPN  

Newsletter 

And on  

Westmeath PPN  

Website from  

20th Dec 2019 

www.westmeathppn.ie’’ 
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Built Heritage Grants: West-
meath County Council in con-
junction with the Department 
of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht is inviting applica-
tions for the Built Heritage 
Investment Scheme (BHIS) 
and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF) for the repair and 
conservation of structures on 
the Record of Protected Struc-
tures.  
 
Built Heritage Investment 
Scheme aims to assist the 
owners of Protected Struc-
tures with small-scale, labour-
intensive projects to repair and 

conserve our historic build-
ings e.g. window repair/
replacement, roof repair etc. 
Grants of €2,500 - €15,000 
are available with 50% 
match-funding required. 
This year a pilot scheme is 
being introduced for routine 
maintenance and minor re-
pairs, and the maximum 
award for such projects will 
be €2,500 
 
Historic Structures Fund 
offers financial assistance 
for the conservation of sig-
nificant buildings that are in 
urgent need of support or 

that could be brought into commu-
nity use. There are two funding 
streams under the ‘Historic Struc-
tures Fund’; Stream 1 offers up to 
€50,000 for essential repairs and 
Stream 2 supports larger refurbish-
ment or reuse pro-
jects which may 
avail of up to 
€200,000 in fund-
ing.  
The Closing Date 
for both schemes 
is 31

st
 January 

2020. For details see http://
www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/
ourservices/yourcouncil/
councilnews/

Remain Independent in your own home for as long as possible 

For those that have a Phone Line 

If you are 65 or over you are eligible to apply for a monitored alarm through the Seniors Alert 

Scheme. 

*If there are two people in the house that are 65 or over you are entitled to a second pendant 

How much does it cost? 

1st Year Unit Free, 24/7 Monitoring Free = €0 

From the 2nd Year 24/7 Monitoring €58 = €58 

If you have no Phone Line 

 How much does it cost? 

1st Year €50 for the SIM Card, Unit Free, 24/7 Monitoring Free = €50 

2nd Year €50 for the SIM Card, 24/7 Monitoring €58 = €108 

Contact us at 0906445081 for a meeting or more information or 

Helplinksouth1@gmail.com 

Help at the touch of a button, 24/7 365 days  

‘’Remain  

Independent in 

your own home 

for as long as  

possible’’ 

A recent National Positive Ageing Strategy - Stakeholder Forum 
highlighted the      difficulty experienced by senior citizens when 
using public transport. 
 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are conducting a 
public consultation on a Review of Sustainable Mobility Policy 
and have provided the link below for groups and Departments 
who wish to participate in the consultation. The public consulta-
tion commenced on 14th November 2019 and will conclude on 
24th January 2020. 
 Public Consultation on a Review of Sustainable Mobility Policy 

 http://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/f1b503-public-consultation-on-a
-review-of-sustainable-mobility-policy/ 

Public Consultation on a Review of Sustainable Mobility Policy 

http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/conservationheritagegrants.html
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/conservationheritagegrants.html
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/conservationheritagegrants.html
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/councilnews/conservationheritagegrants.html
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=yLvd3fIEacEjNymS71Zd0RqYp2vIQgeBXOW28-h1zA&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2eie%2fen%2fconsultation%2ff1b503-public-consultation-on-a-review-of-sustainable-mobility-policy%2f
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=yLvd3fIEacEjNymS71Zd0RqYp2vIQgeBXOW28-h1zA&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2eie%2fen%2fconsultation%2ff1b503-public-consultation-on-a-review-of-sustainable-mobility-policy%2f


“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 



Big Thank you From Mount Carmel Drive Residents 
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The Committee of Mount Carmel Drive 

Residents   Association wish to say a 

very big THANK YOU to all who     

supported,  volunteered, contributed, 

donated their time, energy, money,    

prizes, cakes etc at their   recent     

Christmas Indoor Market in Moate   

Community Hall on 17th November 

2019, 

 

Your support is so very much appreciated and we want you to know through your support, you are helping to 

turn a dream of a new Playground/Amenity Area for the community into a reality and we thank each and 

everyone of you for this.  
 

We wish you all a very  Happy Christmas and a Peaceful Healthy New Year. 

trend supported by the findings of 

the People’s Conversation con-

tained in the new report.  

The People’s Conversation project 

has seen hundreds of people take 

part in discussions about what 

needs to change to create a truly 

inclusive and participative Ireland, 

and has resulted in the publication 

of four influential reports. This 

final report presents a blueprint of 

actions to support a more inclusive 

Ireland with a vision for a more 

enabling state. 

Commenting on the launch of the 

final report of the series, entitled 

Participating People, Ivan Cooper, 

Director of Public Policy at The 

Wheel: “This report has found that 

people in Ireland continue to be 

very much involved in their local 

community, participating socially, 

giving financial support and vol-

unteering their time to local, na-

tional and international causes. It 

also found, however, that too many 

people in Ireland are still excluded 

from participating in day-to-day life 

because they lack the material 

means to do so. In addition, it identi-

fied a big deficit in both the quality 

and quantity of opportunities for 

people to engage in setting public 

policy priorities through our demo-

cratic structures and processes.” 

Sarah Davidson, CEO of Carnegie 

UK Trust added, “We’re delighted 

to see the publication of the Partici-

pating People report. The Carnegie 

UK Trust knows that supporting 

people to participate is essential to 

our wellbeing. It has been encourag-

ing to have so many people engaged 

in lively discussions about what 

meaningful participation in Ireland 

should and could look like.” 

For more information; check out  

https://www.wheel.ie/news/2019/11/

irish-people-more-likely-experience-

kindness-those-other-jurisdictions-

according-new  

Irish People More Likely to Experience 

Kindness Than Those in Other Jurisdic-

tions, According to New Report 

Most people in Ireland experience kindness in 

their communities, and compared to our neigh-

bours in the UK, Irish people are more likely 

to take part in collective actions like volunteer-

ing, according to a report and survey published 

today, on International Kindness Day, by Car-

negie UK Trust and The Wheel, the national 

association of charities.  

The findings will be announced this evening in 

Dublin at the launch of the final report of the 

People’s Conversation, a series of public con-

sultations that took place over the past three 

years. 

According to the survey carried out by the 

Carnegie UK Trust in Ireland, Northern Ire-

land, England, Scotland and Wales, three out 

of five people in Ireland strongly agree that 

people in their community are kind – the high-

est percentage of any jurisdiction in the sur-

vey. People in Ireland are also more likely to 

volunteer or set up community organisations, a 

Guess What We are - Kind! 

‘’you are 

helping to 

turn a 

dream of a 

new 

Playground/

Amenity Area 

for the 

community 

into a reality’’ 

https://www.wheel.ie/news/2019/11/irish-people-more-likely-experience-kindness-those-other-jurisdictions-according-new
https://www.wheel.ie/news/2019/11/irish-people-more-likely-experience-kindness-those-other-jurisdictions-according-new
https://www.wheel.ie/news/2019/11/irish-people-more-likely-experience-kindness-those-other-jurisdictions-according-new
https://www.wheel.ie/news/2019/11/irish-people-more-likely-experience-kindness-those-other-jurisdictions-according-new
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Tips for Driving in Snow & Ice 

Westmeath Road Gritting Map 
The Winter Service Plan, which shows details of priority gritting routes, is now available on http://

www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/roadsparkingandtransport/wintergritting/ … 

hill especially if 
through bends. 

• Manoeuvre gently, 
avoid harsh braking 
and acceleration. 

• Watch out for black 
ice, especially in shel-
tered/shaded areas on 
roads, under trees and 
adjacent to high walls. 

• Check tyres to ensure 
minimum tread depth 
of 1.6mm and correct 

• Remember that it 
takes longer to stop in 
icy conditions than on 

a dry road. There-
fore drive slowly 
and allow extra 
room between your 
vehicle and the 
vehicle in front 

• Use the high-
est gear possible to 
avoid wheel spin. 

Select a low gear 
when travelling down-

tyre pressure 

• Drive with dipped 
headlights on 

• Use fog lights in foggy 
conditions. But don’t 
forget to turn them off 
afterwards. 

 

For further advise visit 

the Be Winter Ready 

website. 

https://t.co/L5MyWFa3wc
https://t.co/L5MyWFa3wc
https://www.winterready.ie/en/guides/road-safety


THE CLIMATE REVOLUTION IS HERE 
Young people across the plan-

et have become instrumental 

and a leading voice in taking 

action against Climate Change 

and for Climate Justice. 
 

This resource explores the 

issue of Climate Change and 

the Sustainable Development 

Goals. 
 

It is designed for Global Educa-

tors, Youth Workers, Devel-

opment Education practition-

ers, trainers, climate activists, 

changemakers of all shapes and 

sizes but in particular those 

working with the current gener-

ation of young people. 
 

Climate Revolution: One World 

Week development education 

and global citizenship education 

resource pack  

 

Download: https://

www.youth.ie/documents/

climate-revolution-one-world-

week-development-education-

and-global-citizenship-education

• Share your Dreams with Others 
 
• Contentment is a Pearl of Great Value 
 
• Be Loving, Lovable & Loved 
 
• Stress less 
 
• Dance it Out 
 
• Go for a Walk 
 
• Go to Bed Early 
 
• Ask for a Hug 
 
• Br Grateful for what you Have 
 
• Look for solutions 
 
• Plan a Day out with Friends  
 
• Focus on What you Can Do 
 

Pearls of Wisdom!  

‘‘Thank you 

Maureen 

McCormack for 

Pearls of 

Wisdom‘’ 

Seachtain na Gaeilge le Energia is from the 1st to the 17th of March- Lá Fhéile Pádraig. It aims is to promote the Irish Language 
within the community during those dates, regardless if you have a cúpla focal or are fluent. Ciste Sheachtain na Gaeilge helps 
provide a small grant fund for those community events. Further information is available at www.snag.ie  

Ciste Sheachtain na Gaeilge  

Grant fund for Community Events 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=wIXc3RgrWrLeP7tnseWWPzIdf7dnf64THoNgs7CHrA&s=352&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2esnag%2eie
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Turin Hurling Club are running their annual grand draw  
Turin Hurling Club are running their annual 
grand draw with top prize of €1000. Tickets 
are available from any club member and 
various outlets in the surrounding areas.  
 
This year as an added incentive for every 
ticket bought for the grand draw you will 
also be entered into the GAA National Club 
Draw for FREE. The top prize in the GAA 
National Club Draw is an all-new Renault 
Clio.  
 
The draw takes place in Cullens Bar Killu-
can on Saturday the 4th of January 2020. 
Tickets are €10.  for tickets please call 
0872236018  

 

a key vehicle to oversee imple-

mentation of the National So-

cial Enterprise Policy. 
 

Unassigned Seats on Im-

plementation Group 

The department is committed 

to ensuring the voice and ex-

perience of social enterprise 

practitioners is strongly re-

flected in the composition of 

the Implementation Group. 

The overall composition of the 

Implementation Group as out-

lined in the Draft Terms of 

Reference contained within 

the Information Sheet(s) below 

reflects a balance of represen-

tation of public bodies and 

social enterprise stakeholders. 
 

However, two seats have 

been reserved for an open 

call for expressions of in-

terest from practitioners 

or persons involved in sup-

porting social enterprise 

or social entrepreneurship. 

One seat has been reserved 

for a Higher Education Institu-

tion active in the area of social 

enterprise. 

How to apply? 

Interested individuals are 

now invited to submit their 

Expression of Interest Appli-

cation Form via email to 

S E I m p l e m e n t a -

tion@drcd.gov.ie by close of 

business on Wednesday 30 

October 2019 using the 

appropriate form provided 

below. 
 

Note: Membership of the Im-

plementation Group is volun-

tary and unremunerated. 

However, reasonable expenses 

necessarily incurred in the 

attendance at meetings by 

members whose expenses are 

not ordinarily refundable from 

any other source may have 

such reasonable expenses re-

funded by the Department of 

Rural and Community Devel-

opment in accordance with 

public sector guidelines. 

 

More informat ion https : / /

www.wheel . ie/news/2019/10/

national-social-enterprise-policy-

implementation-group-2019-2022-

calls-expressions 

National Social Enterprise Poli-

cy Implementation Group 

(2019 – 2022), Calls for Ex-

pressions of Interest  
 

In July 2019, the Minister for 

Rural and Community Devel-

opment, Michael Ring TD, 

published Ireland’s first ever 

National Social Enterprise Poli-

cy. The Policy aims to create 

an enabling environment for 

social enterprise to grow and 

contribute to Ireland’s social 

and economic progress. Mean-

ingful partnership and engage-

ment with social enterprise 

stakeholders at all levels is 

critical to the success and sus-

tainability of the Policy. 
 

The Policy commits to estab-

lishing a National Social Enter-

prise Policy Implementation 

Group, chaired by the Depart-

ment of Rural and Community 

Development, with represen-

tation from other relevant 

government departments and 

public bodies, and social enter-

prise stakeholders. The Imple-

mentation Group is primarily 

advisory in nature but it will be 

National Social Enterprise Policy  

Implementation Group (2019 – 2022) 

 

‘’two seats have 
been reserved for 

an open call for 
expressions of 

interest from 
practitioners or 

persons involved 
in supporting 

social enterprise 
or social 

entrepreneurship’’ 



Twas the Night Before Christmas 
 by Clement Clarke Moore 

 

Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there. 

 

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads. 

And mamma in her ’kerchief, and I in my cap, 

Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap. 

 

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash. 

 

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow 

Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below. 

When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 

But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer. 

 

With a little old driver, so lively and quick, 

I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick. 

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, 

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name! 

 

“Now Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen! 

On, Comet! On, Cupid! on, Donner and Blitzen! 

To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall! 

Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!” 

 

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly, 

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky. 

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew, 

With the sleigh full of toys, and St Nicholas too. 

 

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof 

The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. 

As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 

Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound. 

 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, 

And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot. 

A bundle of toys he had flung on his back, 

And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack. 

 

His eyes-how they twinkled! his dimples how merry! 

His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! 

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, 

And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow. 

 

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, 

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath. 

He had a broad face and a little round belly, 

That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly! 

 

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf, 

And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself! 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, 

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread. 

 

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, 

And filled all the stockings, then turned with a jerk. 

And laying his finger aside of his nose, 

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose! 

 

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, 

And away they all flew like the down of a thistle. 

But I heard him exclaim, ’ere he drove out of sight, 

 

“Happy Christmas to all,  

and to all a good-night!” 



 

Westmeath PPN  

The Voice of the Community 

Keep up to Date:  www.westmeathppn.ie 

Westmeath PPN - Public Participation Network 

Community Section,  Westmeath County Council 

Áras an Chontae,  Mullingar.  Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N 
Phone:  044 9332157  Email: info@westmeathppn.ie  Web: www.westmeathppn.ie 

From All at Westmeath PPN  

 
Westmeath PPN is a  formal network, which allows communications  

with  community groups around the county.    
 

Westmeath PPN give citizens a greater say in local government   
decisions which affect  their own communities.  

 
Our  democracy is  strengthened, by allowing  diverse views and interests to be  

considered as part of the  decision  making process of local Government.   
 

The result is more transparent, better  informed & improved decisions. 
 

Keep in touch, stay informed, news, grants available,  upcoming events  
and what other groups are doing  log on & register with  www.westmeathppn.ie 

http://www.westmethppn.ie

