
 

 

By email only: ajordan@westmeathcoco.ie  

 

Ms Annette Barr-Jordan, 

Snr Executive Officer, 

Westmeath County Council, 

Áras An Chontae,  

Mount St,  

Mullingar 

Co. Westmeath 

 

2nd March 2021 

 

Re:  Columb Barracks Regeneration Plan 

Dear Annette, 

I am writing to you in relation to Columb Barracks, Mullingar.  This is one of the sites which has been 

identified by the Land Development Agency (LDA) as part of our remit to make more effective use of 

State lands.   

As you may be aware, the LDA is a commercial, State-sponsored body that has been created to 

coordinate land within State control for more optimal uses where appropriate, with a focus on the 

provision of housing.  We seek to work in partnership with other state bodies and local authorities as 

well as relevant local bodies to deliver transformative projects, for the benefit of the state and the 

host communities. 

Columb Barracks is a strategically situated site that presents an excellent regeneration opportunity to 

create a new high quality sustainable urban neighbourhood for the people of Mullingar.  An 

opportunity to optimise the potential of public land of historic importance and bring back into use the 

Barracks structures and provide for new homes, community, cultural and recreational amenities and 

enterprise. 

The LDA is keen work with key stakeholders and the community to develop a vison and objectives for 

the regeneration of the site, that will attract funding and investment into Mullingar, benefiting the 

local economy.  

The LDA is developing initial proposals to catalyse the regeneration of the site and as part of this is 

seeking to establish a Columb Barracks Advisory Group.  The establishment of such a group provides 

an opportunity for key groups to collaborate to advise the LDA in developing a framework for the 

regeneration for the site and in progressing proposals related to the key elements, which include 

housing development and adaptive reuse, community and recreational, enterprise uses and skills and 

innovation hub. 
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I would like to invite Westmeath County Council’s Public Participation Network to appoint a member 

of its leadership team to the Advisory Group.  Our goal is to have a first meeting on the Friday the 26th 

of March at 14.00 (subject to availability), at which point terms of reference will be agreed. 

In parallel the LDA will be conducting initial public consultation during 2021 to seek views regarding 

needs and opportunities from the community to help feed into the draft proposals. 

We would welcome your support at this initial stage, as we develop a vision and objectives, and 

identify key funding options to support with unlocking the potential for this once in a generation 

project for Mullingar.  We look forward to your response.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Phelim O’Neill 

Head of Property 


