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Keep in Touch, find out what going on in Westmeath Communities
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Information
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Training

own communities. Our democracy is strengthened, by
allowing diverse views and
interests to be considered as
part of the decision making
process of local Government.
PPNs give citizens a greater The result is more transparent,
say in local government better informed & improved
decisions which affect their decisions.
Westmeath PPN is a formal
network, which allows the
local authority to connect
with community groups
around the county.

How to keep in touch, stay

informed, with news,
grants available, upcoming
events & what other groups
are doing:

log on & register with

www.westmethppn.ie
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‘ The voice of the Community’ - How does WPPN achieve this?
Westmeath PPN’s tag line is ‘the voice of the
community’ but, how do we achieve this?
Well, currently Westmeath PPN has 46 representatives on 16 structures; elected by their peers at
the PPN Plenary; of over 600 groups. These
elected PPN reps are there to be the voice; representing all of the PPN groups in the county.
Asking the questions you want to ask and getting
answers.
Westmeath PPN currently have reps on:
1. Westmeath PPN Secretariat
2. LCDC
(Local Community
Development Committee)
3. JPC
(Joint Policing Committee)
Westmeath County Council Strategic Policy Committees (SPC)
4. Environment, Water & Emergency
Services SPC
5. Housing Corporate & Culture SPC
6. Planning & Transportation SPC
7. Economic Enterprise & Tourism SPC
8. MRDATF
Midland Regional Drugs
and Alcohol Task Force
9. County Childcare Committee

10. WCD

Westmeath Community
Development
11. Volunteer Centre
12. Heritage Forum
13. Music Generation
14. Regional Sports Centre
15. Primary Care Health Forum for 2018
16. Age Friendly Council
WPPN Reps Report back from many of these
committees and reports are posted on
Westmeath PPN Website
Westmeath PPN regularly ask for submissions
to all of the above structures; which your PPN
reps will then bring on your groups behalf.
There are also 22 additional PPN members,
who present your submissions to the
Municipal districts. Send Group submission
to info@westmeathppn.ie

HUGE, HUGE Thank you
to all of the Westmeath PPN Reps,
who give of their time on a voluntary
basis to work so diligently on behalf of
the Communities of Westmeath

Keep up to Date with Your PPN: www.westmeathppn.ie
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World Community Development Conference
Maynooth University
25th – 27th June 2018
The theme of this
conference was Participation, Power and Progress
in Community Development towards 2030.

‘‘..were
privileged to
be able to
attend this
Conference.’’

‘'There should be
nothing about us

Four members of Westmeath Public Participation
N e t wo r k S e c r e t a r i a t
namely Maureen McCormack, Anne Drury, Dave
Raftis and John Mangan
together with the two
Resource Workers Annette
Barr-Jordan and Brigid
Geoghegan
were
privileged to be able to
attend this Conference.
The conference Chairperson Anastasia Crickley
opened the meeting on
Monday 25th June and we
had wonderful singing
fro m the Maynooth
University Chamber Choir.
The first keynote address
was from Mary Robinson
and she spoke on Climate
Change and her Foundation Climate Justice. She
finished with a quote
'There should be nothing
about us without us' and
led us all into singing 'We
shall overcome'

without us'’

The whole Conference
then broke up and went
into designated parallel
panel sessions the themes
of which were challenges
for community development around the world and
the differences in coping
with it. only breaking for
lunch and coffee breaks.
The day ended with a Conference Reception in the
Pugin Hall of Maynooth
University and for those
who wanted there was a
'Songs of Struggle' social
gathering.

ference Dinner, again in the
Pugin Hall of Maynooth
University followed by Irish
music by Una Ni Fhlannagain
and Ceili Band.
Day 3 kicked off with a
plenary again and I found the
talk from Yaser Alashquar an
academic from Palestine and
Ireland particularly interesting
and certainly gave us 'food for
thought'.
Again the whole
conference departed to their
chosen parallel panel sessions.
The themes seemed to be
global community development.

Day 2 again started with a Throughout the Conference
plenary in the main confer- when having to move from
ence hall.
room to room we were assisted
by the wonderful community
We were very privileged development students from
and honoured to have Maynooth University who
Bernadette McAliskey (nee were instantly recognisable by
Devlin) from the South their bright purple T-shirts. At
Tyrone Empowerment the closing ceremony they read
Programme, Northern their declaration and gave a
Ireland. Her talk was very short very moving 'skit'
powerful.
The closing address was by
Day two again the whole Lynne Segar a feminist,
conference departed into academic and community
parallel panel sessions. activist.
The main theme of which
was ethics and values and I myself thoroughly enjoyed
the rights of the people.
the Conference. We were the
only Secretariat in attendance,
Day 2 ended with the Con- something which we are very
proud of. We gained a lot of
knowledge and the experience
was well worth it.
We were also blessed with the
most glorious sunshine for the
3 days.
Thank you for the opportunity
of being able to represent
Westmeath Public Participation Network.
Maureen McCormack
(Mullingar Municipal
Representative)
1st July 2018.
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Westmeath County Council Paid
out €172,279 in Community
Grants to date in 2018
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Westmeath County Council
recognises the work carried
out by Community and
Voluntary Groups in the
county and their input in
developing and implementing
various programmes and
projects that enhance the
general wellbeing and quality
of life of their communities
and the people of the county.
The purpose of the scheme is
to encourage and support
local community and
voluntary groups to continue
to develop and implement
community initiatives that
have a positive impact on
their area and on the County.
This Community Grant
Scheme involves four general
categories of Grant as
follows:
1.Tidy Towns Grants €37,750
paid to date in 2018
The purpose of this grant is to
assist Tidy Towns groups in
their efforts to improve their
town or village and facilitate
its participation in the
National Tidy Towns competition. Towns and villages are
divided into categories at a
national level depending on
their size which will assist the
criteria for grant allocations

together to promote and
enhance the living environment of their area. To classify
as a Residents Association
there must be at least 10
houses in the estate. Grants
are allocated on the basis of
number of houses in an
estate, the level of disadvantage in the estate and the size
of green areas the residents
maintain as part of their
work.

its interest in the promotion of
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics
(STEM) in the county, recognising the contribution these
subjects can make to future
economic development.

3. Community Action Grants
€85,000 paid to date in 2018
The purpose of this grant is
to assist local community
groups in undertaking projects which contribute to the
general wellbeing and quality
of life of the local community. .
4. STEM Grant (Science,
Technology, Engineering &
Mathematics) €2,500 paid to
date in 2018
The council introduced this
new category to demonstrate

Well Done &
Huge Thank You
Westmeath
County Council
‘‘Westmeath
County
Council Paid
out €172,279
in Community
Grants to

2. Residents Association
Grants €29,600 paid to date
in 2018
A Residents Association is
defined as a group of local people living in a housing estate in
a particular area which comes
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All Saints’ Church Open with Civic Service for Heritage Week
All Saints’ Church Mullingar
Open for Heritage Week

Special Heritage Week
Civic Service on 22nd August at
1.15pm; All are welcome
The prominent & elevated position of
this church has been used as the site of
church buildings since c.1200, when a
church here was granted to the Augustinian priory of Llanthony Prima,
Gwent, by Simon de Rochford, the
Bishop of Meath.

The Church houses an important
collection of Stained Glass and
memorials dating from the mid-17th
to the late 19th century.
All Saints Church is a focal point in
Mullingar and represents one of
the more important elements of the
built heritage of the town.
Open 11am to 3pm Daily Monday
20th to Saturday 26th August 2018
–With a guide each day
All Saints’ Church,
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

Rochfortbridge Men’s Shed
Rochfortbridge Men’s Shed is now We try to be of benefit to the local
an established part of our local community. For instance we have
scene.
recently collaborated with our Tidy
Affiliated to the Irish Men’s Sheds Towns Committee with the provision
Association, and happy to be so, as of planters, benches etc. And hope to
with all Sheds, we are completely do more so in the future.
autonomous and can chart our own This is recognised by some authorities
journey.
and businesses who help in funding
We do, however, try to conform to our efforts. Particularly I must menthe ideals of the founders of Sheds. tion the H.S.E. who divert Lottery
funding to all Sheds. This in recogniWe are non-profit making and are
tion of the accepted positive health
recognised as a charitable organicontribution Sheds can make to their
sation in unison with the more than
Members and by extension to the
400 Sheds in the 32 counties.
community as a whole.

For more information please ring
Willie. 0872940874.

Town Twinning
When you think
about Town Twinning; you probably
picture signs on the
outskirts of towns
and formal agreements between municipalities all over
Europe.
But, did you know,
that community and
cultural
organisations in Ireland can
also engage in shortterm town twinning projects?
WESTMEATH
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Under Europe for Citizens
Town Twinning funding, a
community or cultural group
can apply for a small
grant (up to €5000) to fund
25+ European visitors to take
part in a series of events in
their locality, celebrating
European and local culture,
heritage, citizenship, solidarity
and debate. The funding is
small but provides an ideal
gateway into EU funding to
build partnerships and go on to
apply for bigger and more
ambitious projects.
2018

For
details
see
europeforcitizens.ie and https
://www.europeforcitizens.ie/
town-twinning.html
Want to find out more?
Contact Emma Murtagh at The
Wheel, the European Contact
Point
in
Ireland,
at europe@wheel.ie
or call 01 454 8727 or sign up
for one of their upcoming
training workshops
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19 August, 11am - 5pm
Westmeath County Council in
conjunction with Westmeath
Food Network and Westmeath
Community Development and
School of Irish Archaeology

Picnic in the Park
& the 'Big Dig'

Town Park Mullingar
‘’A
celebration
of cultural
heritage with
activities
for all the
family’’

“Picnic in the Park” is a
Community Event & a celebration of our cultural heritage with
activities for all the family
including the '‘Big Dig', food,
live music, & children’s entertainment.

Admission Free/Suitable for Children under 12
Wheelchair Access (Partial)/ Car Parking Available
Further Information sia.ie/

Some places on the 'Big Dig' are
reserved for entrants to the
schools' Art competition for
European Year of Cultural
Heritage other places will be
allocated as available on the
day.

OurKidsCode
‘’the project aims
to increase
parents’
competence &
confidence with
digital skills and
tools as they
endeavour to
support their
childrens
learning’’

OurKidsCode is a joint
project between Trinity
College Dublin and
the National Parents'
Council (NPC) that aims to
promote and support
parents/guardians who wish
to engage their primaryschool children's interest
and activity in coding &
Computational Thinking.

www.ourkidscode.ie/.
These surveys track knowledge and competency
levels of both parents and
children. We were particularly interested to see if the
team would be interested
in having collaboration
with the department and
sharing anonymised county
-specific metrics of their
research – which they are
The project aims to happy to do.
increase parents' competence & confidence with The work of the team will
digital skills and tools as be of particular interest to
they endeavour to support the department, and local
their children’s learning authorities, in mapping
from an early age. This c o m p e t e n c y
levels
project focuses on empow- amongst both demographering parents' personal ics. Moreover, the project
relationship and compe- will be going forward with
tence with
computing so a view to facilitating a
that they, in turn, can
support their children.
A key element of the team’s
research are surveys, which
are available to take on the
team’s website, at http://
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number of workshops for
parents to become more
digitally skilled and aid
their
children in doing
the same.
Nina asked if we could
also highlight that anyone
who may be interested in
becoming an OurKidsCode
trainer can contact her
directly, at
nina.bresnihan@scss.tcd.ie
or her colleague
Glenn,glenn.strong@scss.t
cd.ie,
for further details on
getting involved in the
project.
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Irish Wheelchair Association
ties and provide services and
support to over 20,000
members in their homes and
co mmu nitie s t hro u gho ut
Ireland every year.

Irish Wheelchair Association
– Providing Essential
Services and Supports
throughout Co. Westmeath
Irish Wheelchair Association
(IWA) is Ireland’s leading
representative organisation and
service providers for people
with physical disabilities. We
advocate for the needs of
people with physical disabili-

Throughout Co. Westmeath,
IWA has two vibrant Community Centres located in Athlone
and Mullingar. The Community Centres deliver essential
services including educational
and training programmes,
so cial and recreatio nal
opportunities, and a dedicated
information and advice service.
Comprising large multifunctional rooms, community
meeting rooms, therapy rooms,
kitchen and dining areas, the
Community Centres benefit
local people with physical
disabilities and their families.

IWA also provides a Driving
Assessment and Tuition service which allows people the
opportunity to learn to drive
for the first time, or return to
driving. IWA’s team of
specialist and experienced
driving instructors provides
over 5,000 lessons annually
and boasts a very high driving
pass rate.
For further information about
the range of services and
supports provided by IWA or
volunteering opportunities in
your local community please
contact the Athlone Centre on
09064 7118 or the Mullingar
Centre on 04493 47547,
alternatively visit www.iwa.ie.

‘Irish
Wheelchair
Association –
Providing
Essential
Services and
Supports
throughout
Co. Westmeath’’

Heritage Week - Storyland The Village of Fore

18, 19, 22 August, 10am - 5pm
The Village of Fore
Co. Westmeath
Tales from 2000 years of history. Choose a
chapter, become a character in one of our tall
tales, or listen to one of our trained guides as
they introduce you to all the worlds that meet
in Fore.
Fore is a beautiful valley filled to overflowing
with built, cultural, archaeological and natural
heritage. This year we will be concentrating
on all the stories we can collect from our
history.
There will be guided tours, creative
workshops and fun specially designed

discovery trails. This year, our focus will be on our cultural heritage. And
our guided tours and workshops will include how tangible and intangible
culture shaped our community.
Admission Free & Free Parking
Suitable for Children under 12
Wheelchair Access (Partial)
Further Information
0879058792 - prescribe4@gmail.com - facebook.com/prideofplace4
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From 18-26 August 2018,
hundreds of event organisers in national institutions
and local community
organisations will organise
Heritage Week events
throughout the country.

‘‘shining a
spotlight the
great work that

Heritage Week is coordinated by the Heritage
Council and its aim is to
build heritage awareness
and education while
shining a spotlight the
great work that is carried
out in all communities in
Ireland to preserve and
promote our natural,
built and cultural heritage.

is carried out in
all communities
in Ireland to
preserve and
promote our
natural, built
and cultural

In 2018, Heritage Week
will be a highlight of
Ireland’s celebration of
the European Year of
Cultural Heritage. This
initiative by the European
Commission and coordinated in Ireland by the
Heritage Council aims to
involve all citizens in
events that help to promote
a sense of belonging to a
common European space.

heritage.’’

‘‘The best time to
plant a tree is
twenty years ago.
The second best
time is
now.’’

Old

Chinese Proverb

The theme for the Year in
Ireland is ‘Make a
Connection’ which aims
to deepen the connection
between people and
heritage, and build a legacy
of increased public
engagement. As part
of European Heritage
Days, Heritage Week is
u n i q u e l y p l ac ed t o
celebrate connections with
our European neighbours
and each other.
Heritage Week is exploring
t h i s
t h e m e
through ‘Sharing Stories’.
The week is a chance to
share heritage stories in
new ways, with new
people. Heritage Week is
asking everyone from
young people to new
arrivals to Ireland to retired
people to share their
stories.
During Heritage Week
everyone will have the
chance to connect with
their heritage, to enjoy,
learn about, appreciate and
share it.

Heritage Week will highlight heritage links in
co mmu nities
acro ss
Ireland and encourage
connection with other
European countries
through a shared interest in
exploring heritage.
Our cultural heritage
belongs to everyone so
we’re encouraging everyone to get involved in
Heritage Week and learn
more about heritage and
make a new connection
with it by visiting a
museum, getting to know
the history behind a local
historic monument or
exploring Ireland’s unique
landscapes and wildlife
habitats.
This newsletter gives a sample
of what is happening in
Westmeath for Heritage
week; for full listings please go
to: www.heritageweek.ie

Be Part of It!!

Plant One Million Trees in One Day
Trees on the Land is a
cross-border initiative
working to establish young
native trees across the
Republic of Ireland and
Northern Ireland.
We run an annual tree
planting event where landowners across the 32 counties turn out to plant their
trees on a selected
Saturday in February.
W e p ro vid e si mp le
schemes for landowners to
access quality native tree
mixes each season. We

WESTMEATH
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work with farmers, smallholders, community
groups, councils, schools,
colleges and many other
landowners to coordinate
sites to accommodate trees.

coppices, orchards, hedgerows, shelter belts, agroforestry projects, reforestation
sites and larger woodlands. We have planted
more than 860,000 trees at
several thousand sites in
Our vision is to establish
Ireland and Northern Iretree cover and woodland in
land since
rural and urban areas that
will grow for many years
For More information
and provide valuable rehttps://
sources, beneficial ecosyswww.treesontheland.com/
tem services and a lasting
legacy for future generaTrees on the Land is a
tions.
charity & not-for-profit
project
We plant small woodlands,

2018
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The Water and Communities Office
The Water and Communities ronment Theme.

Office (LAWCO) has an- This includes Appropriate
nounced that effective Assessments etc in Natura
from 22nd June 2018,
2000 sites etc (e.g., SACs)
expenditure on assess- that could be required for
ments, surveys and other capital projects (habitat
reports required for the restoration etc) under the
purposes of securing “The Protection and Susplanning permission and/ tainable use of Water Reor fulfilling other statu- sources” and “The Protectory obligations are eligi- tion and Improvement of
ble for LEADER funding Local Biodiversity” subas a stand-alone Analysis themes. The Waters and
and Development (A&D) Communities Office is
project under the Envi- currently working on a

guidance document for
projects which will be
issued over the coming
weeks.
More information http://
watersandcommunities.ie/

You Could not Make it up!!
‘‘Adolphus Cooke
designed this tomb
to look like a
beehive, as he
believed his father
would be
reincarnated as a
bee’’

Heritage Week Event on
Saturday 25th August 2018
12noon to 2pm; guide will
be available at Beehive
Mausoleum in ground of St
John the Baptist Church,
Reynella, (southwest of
Delvin) Co Westmeath

Who was
Cooke

Adolphus

D e s c r i p t i o n
Tour around freestanding
beehive-shaped mausoleum, built c.1835. Houses
the remains of Robert
Cooke of Cookesborough
House. Located within the
grounds of St. John the
Baptist's Church of Ireland
church in the countryside
to the southwest of Delvin.

Adolphus Cooke was a
noted and colourful local
eccentric and landowner
with a strong belief in reincarnation. Reputedly,
Adolphus Cooke designed
this tomb to look like a
beehive, as he believed his
father would be reincarnated as a bee. Adolphus
himself later had massive
fox holes/covert built
around his estate of
Cookesborough in the
belief that he, himself,
would be reincarnated as a
fox.

What is the Beehive
M a u s o l e u m
An eccentric mausoleum of
great character and historical interest. It was built by
Adolphus Cooke (17921876) of Cookesborough,
Co. Westmeath to house
the remains of his father,
Robert.

Adolphus Cooke himself was buried in this
grave in 1876 after
the rector at Killucan
refused to bury him in
a marble mausoleum
he constructed for
himself within the
grounds of Cookesborough House.
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The Beehive mausoleum is
located within the grounds
of St. John the Baptist's
Church of Ireland church,
Reynella and is an interesting and quirky addition to
the architectural heritage of
Westmeath.
Note: very limited car
parking
NOT
wheel
accessible

chair

Wear sensible clothes
and especially footwear
Contact: 087-6157052
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Kilbixy Church Open for Heritage Week
Lord Sunderlin built this present
church in 1798 and is believed to be
designed by the famous Architect
James Wyatt,.
Beside the church are the unique
ruins of one of the few leper
hospitals in Ireland.

Kilbixy Church is part of the Mullingar
Union of Parishes and will be open to
the public at the stated times for Heritage
Week 2018.

The ruined walls of this hospital are
four feet thick with two large
window openings – a structure similar to the keep of a Norman Castle.
Beside the church, is a Mausoleum
built at the same time, with a vault
underneath the floor where four of

the Malone family are buried,
including Lord Sunderlin and
his brother, the celebrated
literary expert “Shakespeare”
Malone.
‘ Kilbixy

There will be a guide within
the Church and Leper Hospital Church
and Leper
during these times also.
Hospital ’

Wed 22nd Aug 2pm - 4pm
Sat 26th Aug, 2pm - 4pm
Sun 27th Aug, 2pm - 4pm
www.mullingarunionofparishes.net

Heritage Week– Moate Men’s Shed

Make a Connection
with your Past
20 - 24 August, 10am - 3pm
Moate Men's Shed
Co. Westmeath
Connect with your past, visit our
museum, see memorabilia from

old railway station and Moate
surrounding areas. Watch a
video of traditional turf cutting on a local bog by Men
from the Shed.
Admission Free
Suitable for Children under
12 - Car Parking Available

‘Make a
connection
with your
past.’’

Further Information
086 3659614
fidelma.doran@yahoo.ie

Explore Westmeath's karst geology
To coincide with Heritage
Week 2018,
Geologist Robbie Meehan,
who is currently working on
surveying the
Geological
Heritage of Westmeath, will
explore the unique karst geology and other geological
aspects of Moate area.

On 25 Aug 11:00 - 13:00
Dún na Sí Amenity &
Heritage Park, Moate, Co.
Westmeath
Please dress for an outdoor
event.

http://www.dunnasi.ie/
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Spark of Genius
20 Aug - 24 Aug,
Castlepollard Library, Co. Westmeath
The Spark of Genius exhibition returns to celebrate the life and works of the artists, writers
and musicians who have contributed to the cultural heritage of County Westmeath
Admission Free/Suitable for Children under 12 Wheelchair Access (Full) Car Parking Available
044933219/cpdlib@westmeathcoco.ie /westmeathcoco.ie/library/facebook.com/cpdlib

‘‘A workshop
about how to
carry out a

Heritage Audit Workshop & Report
23 August, 7pm - 8:30pm
Holy Trinity, Graveyard Group, Mount Temple, Co Westmeath

Heritage

A workshop about how to carry out a Heritage Audit and showing
some of the results of the Bealin/ Mount Temple Heritage Audit

Audit’’

Admission Free, Suitable for Children, Partial Wheelchair Access
Car Parking Available

‘’Field names,
their
meaning &
significance’’

Westmeath Field Names Project
21 August, 8pm - 9:30pm
Westmeath Heritage Office, Clonquill GAA Club, Co. Westmeath
Aengus Finnegan coordinator of the Westmeath field names recording
pilot project will talk about field names- their meanings and
significance. An exhibition of field names recorded in Taughmon
Free/ Suitable for Children/ Partial Wheelchair Access/ Car Parking
Further Information; 044 9332098/Heritage@westmeathcoco.ie

Superhero Spectacular!
Helium Arts at Little Big Town presents Superhero Spectacular!
Saturday, August 11th, 11am - 4pm-Unit 6, Riverview, Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath
Reveal your secret Superhero! Through mask making and drama games children transform
superhero style and capture their superpowers in action in our Superhero Selfie Booth!

Tickets - €10 per child & €5 per adult including a raffle ticket
Proceeds will go towards supporting children living with illness and disability through
Helium Arts’ creative programmes.
We hope to see all you superheros on the day! OR
If you wish to volunteer please email us on kim@helium.ie
Helium Arts is the national children’s arts and health charity based in Mullingar.
We support children living with long-term, chronic illness and disability to let their
creativity shine. Our creative programmes take place in hospital and community
settings across Ireland. www.helium.ie
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Medieval Castletown-Geoghegan
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Medieval Castletown Geoghegan Tour 23 August, 7pm - 8:30am
Westmeath Heritage Office-Meet at the Parish Hall
Archaeologist Caimin O'Brien will lead a walking tour around the medieval sites of CastletownGeoghegan. Come and visit the historic church site and see the spectacular motte and bailey nearby.
The tour will commence in the historic church and graveyard of Castletown- Geoghegan.
Please dress for the outdoors and wear sturdy footwear as there is uneven ground I
n some of the areas where we will be walking.
Admission Free/Suitable for Children/Partial Wheelchair Access Further Information044 9332098

‘EYCH Poster Exhibition
20 Aug to 24th Aug
Castlepollard Library, Co. Westmeath
To celebrate European Year of Cultural Heritage, The Heritage Office of Westmeath Co Co in
conjunction with Creative Ireland invited Primary School Children to design a poster on the theme of
Heritage A selection of the posters entered will feature in an exhibition in Castlepollard Library.
Admission Free/Suitable for Children/Wheelchair Access (Car Parking Available
Further Information: 044 9332199/ cpdlib@westmeathcoco.ie/westmeathcoco.ie /facebook.com/cpdlib

Heritage Tour 'North Inner City Folklore
Project'

Ballymore Heritage Talk
Ballymore
18 August, 3pm - 4:30pm
Westmeath Archaeological & Historical Society
Ballymore, Co. Westmeath
Ballymore was an important place during the wars of the
18th century, especially the Williamite war.
It also has strong ecclesiastical and Anglo-Norman connections.
Talk by Darach Milner.
Admission Free/Suitable for Children/Car Parking/
Further Information: peterwallace2@eircom.net
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Action Plans launched for seven villages in Westmeath
Action planning is an

through

important

Programme

LEADER

Geoghegan, Milltownpass

2014-2020.

and Coole. The plans were

to

The appointed consultants,

officially launched on 19th

help shape the future de-

Blue Moss worked along-

June by the Chairperson of

velopment of their areas

side the various communi-

Westmeath

and prioritise projects that

ties in the areas to bring

Development,

can be undertaken in the

the plans to fruition with

Leavy who spoke of the

short, medium and long

Westmeath

Community

positivity of the process

term.

enables

process

that

communities

Funding

for

the

Community
Dermot

this

Development co-ordinating

and he encouraged the
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Independent People with disabilities CLG
"only democratic,
independent, grass
roots, cross disability
body to represent and
advocate on behalf of
‘all people with
disabilities’ in the
Counties of
Westmeath, Longford
and Roscommon.’’

Independent People with
Disabilities are a charitable
organisation set up in
February 2012. They are
the "only” democratic,
independent, grass roots,
cross disability body to
represent and advocate on
behalf of "all people with
disabilities" in the Counties of Westmeath, Longford and Roscommon. It is
hoped that our organisation
will grow into a National
Organisation in time to
come.
We provide an information
service for people on all
matters relating to disability and People with
Disabilities, their parents,
partners and carers are
always welcome to come
through our doors and get
information on whatever
topic they need help on or
even get help on filling in
application forms relating
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to disability issues that
they may have.
We hold functions
annually promoting our
organisation with other
organisations to the general
public and new members
are always welcome to
join.
Our office is open to the
public from 9:00 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday to
Thursday and 9:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Friday and is
situated at 96 Seán
Costello
Street,
Athlone. We have a person employed through the

2018

Jobs Initiative administered by Westmeath Community Development Ltd.
and his salary is being met
by the Department of
Social Protection.
All queries to our office
are kept under lock and
key and confidentiality
plays a very important part
in our dealings with the
public.
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Change the way your community thinks about energy
Change the way your
community thinks about energy
The Sustainable Energy
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is
calling on community groups
across Ireland to join the
dedicated ‘Sustainable Energy
Community’ (SEC) Network.
The aim of the Network is to
catalyse and support a national
movement of SECs operating
in every part of the country.
The SEC Network is made up
of over 190 communities
around Ireland who are
interested in community
energy. Some communities
have been influencing local
energy use for years, while
others are thinking about it for
the first time. The aim of the
network is to encourage and
support a national movement
of SECs in every part of the
country.
What is a Sustainable Energy
Community
A Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) is a community in
which everyone works together
to develop a sustainable energy
system.
To do so, they aim as far as
possible to be;
1. as energy efficient as possible
2. use renewable energy where
feasible
3. use smart energy
technology’’
A SEC can include all the
different energy users in the
community including homes,
sports clubs, community
centres, churches and businesses. Community groups are
now being encouraged to join
the SEC Network to help build

capacity and share skills across
communities.
Why become a SEC?
 Achieve financial and
energy savings
 Improve public wellbeing
and comfort from energy
efficient buildings
 Boost local employment
 Promote community
building through partnership
approach
 Build capacity & leverage
funding
* Contribute to national energy
reduction targets
Suggestions on how to apply
and build a SEC
The first step is to join the SEC
Network by downloading your
application form from https://
www.seai.ie/resources/forms/
SEC-application-form2016.pdf

scheme and network. We are
actively encouraging community groups in Co. Westmeath
should they have a vision for a
low carbon future or idea for
an energy efficient project, to
join the SEC Network and
share the knowledge.
Should you wish to learn more
about the scheme or have
questions on what is involved,
please contact our Midlands
Regional Mentors;
Claire Cable
e: c.cable@ors.ie
Brian Collentine
e: b.collentine@ors.ie
Paul O’Reilly
e: p.oreilly@ors.ie

Within your community then
identify potential stakeholders
that would be interested in
working on the application and
scheme. Talk to your SEAI
Regional Mentor, who will be
assigned to yo u upo n
application.
The Regional Mentor will
guide you through the application process, identifying areas
within your community that
require an energy upgrade. It is
also highly recommended to
attend a site visit to an existing
project on the scheme and meet
the committee involved in their
application to better understand
the process.
ORS and the SEAI
ORS as Regional Mentors for
the Midlands, has been
working closely with the SEAI
over the past 1.5 years on this

Check out www.westmeathppn.ie

‘‘The SEC
Network is
made up of
over 190
communities
around Ireland
who are
interested in
community
energy.’’
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An amazing night of music happened in the Barn
fiddle. She is an Award
winning musician from
Donegal. Tony O’Connell
played Concertina and Cyril
played the
The Barn has now become O’Donoghue
Bouzouki.
well known for its tradit i o n a l I r i s h M u s i c ETHOS Project funding is
evenings. Hosted by Mr given to the village by
Eugene Dunbar and the Westmeath County Council.
venue provided by Mr
Peter Deegan.
An amazing night of
music on June 20th
happened in the Barn,
Tyrellspass.

‘‘A very worthy
display of
Community
engagement,
offering the very
best of Traditional
Irish music’’

A very worthy display of
Community engagement,
offering the very best of
Traditional Irish music to
the Midlands region.
A further evening is eagerly
awaited.

Travelling from Donegal,
Limerick and Clare a
rousing display was on
offer.
Ms Brid Harper played the

Ruth Illingworth FREE Heritage Week
Tour Mullingar Railway Station 19th Aug 3pm -4.30pm
Tour Cathedral of Christ the King Mullingar 20th & 22nd Aug 2pm - 3.30pm
Walking tour of Old Mullingar (meet at Market House) 21st & 24th Aug 2pm - 4pm
Further Information 087 9472583 ruthillingworthmullingar@gmail.com

Nocturnal Wildlife Walk
24 August, 8pm - 10pm
National Parks & Wildlife (NPWS)
meet at Castlepollard Library carpark
Co. Westmeath
Wildlife ranger Triona Finnen will lead
a night walk along the shore of Lough
Derravaragh. Come along to see a
variety of moths and bats.
Please dress for the outdoors, remember
temperatures may drop in the evening so
bring some extra layers, sturdy footwear
and raingear. A torch may also be
useful.
Admission Free/Car Parking available
Suitable for Children under 12
Further Information
087 6455258/ 087 6074496
triona.finnen@chg.gov.ie
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Westmeath PPN

‘To Get Respect
You Must Give Respect’

Public Participation Network
Community Section
Westmeath County Council

Be kind to older people in
ALL you do and say

Áras an Chontae,
Mullingar
Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N

Do not Forget YOU will fill
their shoes one day!!

Phone: 044 9332157
Email: info@westmeathppn.ie

The Voice of the
Community.

What is the aim of Westmeath PPN?
Our aim is to support community groups & co-ordinate
how the community in Westmeath is represented.
We also aim to:
Make our members stronger: and keep our members informed about local developments
What does Westmeath PPN do?
We empower our member groups to influence policy
makers.
We do this through:
 electing representatives onto decision-making bodies;
 highlight community issues;
 making sure our members are consulted on local
 developments and strategies; and
 providing training to our members on relevant topics

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie

