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What is the aim of
Westmeath PPN?
Our aim is to support
community groups &
co-ordinate how the
community in
Westmeath is
represented.
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We also aim to:
Make our members
stronger: and keep our
members informed about
local developments
What does
Westmeath PPN do?
We empower our
member groups to
influence policy makers.
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To All the Community Projects
and their wonderful volunteers
who facilitated all the
National PPN Conference Field Trips;
and showcased the great
Community work being done
We thank you, salute you and all the
wonderful work you do

Stay in Touch: www.westmeathppn.ie

National PPN Conference 2018
was organised by Westmeath PPN
and held in Sheraton Hotel, Athlone on 11th & 12th October 2018
On the first morning speakers were Bairbre Nic Aongusa, Assistant Secretary Department of Rural and Community Development;
Pat Gallagher, CEO, Westmeath County Council and Cllr. John Dolan, Cathaoirleach Westmeath County Council.
Following opening speeches, the near 200 delegates from all over Ireland were presented with four Good Practice in PPNs pieces:
* Westmeath PPN Municipal interaction - Annette Barr Jordan, AO Westmeath LA & PPN Resource Worker.
* Carlow PPN Consultation Toolkit - Grainne O’Neill, Carlow PPN Resource Worker.
* Fingal PPN – Community /Mayors awards - Sinead Wiley, Fingal LA & Marie Tormey, Fingal PPN
* Wicklow PPN – Well-being, Local Statement – Helen Howes, Wicklow PPN Resource Worker.
The Good Practice pieces were followed with a Q&A with the four Presenters. There was then Key Breakout Sessions:
* Communications for PPN at Local Level - Aileen Eglington, Marketing Consultant.
* User Guide – Consultation - Grainne O’Neill, Carlow PPN Resource Worker.
* The importance of Education and Training for PPNs, their staff, Secretariat and Members. Colette Bennett Research and
Policy Analyst Social Justice Ireland
* Developing a Wellbeing Statement for a PPN Dr Seán Healy, Director of Social Justice Ireland.
* LCDC/SICAP- Local Authority Structure/Supporting PPNs – Paul Geraghty, Department of Rural & Community Affairs
* PPN, LAs & The Future - Senan Turnbull, Carmichael Ireland
After lunch the delegates went out on field trips
* Westmeath Moate Dún na Sí Amenity and Heritage Park; Westmeath Genealogy Centre; Tuar Ard Arts and Enterprise Centre;
Greenway
* Offaly Ferbane Food Campus, Ferbane Business & Technology Park & Pullough Community Shop
* Roscommon Project Fourmile House/Kilbride Community Centre /Sports Hall, Social hall/ Community Gym/ Crèche /Community
Shop / 2009 won the title “All Ireland Pride of Place”.
* Westmeath Rural based project experiences South Westmeath Employment Education Training Services (S.W.E.E.T.S) Kilbeggan
& Milltown Pass Community Centre
* Westmeath RAPID project experiences Athlone - Battery Heights & Willow Park
* Tour of Community Projects in Enfield which will include the Canal Leisure Park, the Famine Pot and the 1916 Monument.
At 7pm there was the Inaugural National Secretariats Network Meeting - Facilitator Tricia McKenna –Westmeath Community Development
At 8pm there was Dinner; with Speech by Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development, Sean Kyne TD
Day 2 highlights includes Feedback from Facilitators of previous evenings workshops
* Key points from each previous day workshops; presented by workshop facilitators/
presenters
* Key points from Field Trips
* Feedback from Inaugural National Secretariats Network Meeting
Followed by National Grant Information session - Eddie Forsyth, Department of Rural &
Community Development and 10 Key findings of 2017 PPN Report – Ciara Bates,
Principal Officer DRCD. After which there was panel questions and answers, with round
up and evaluation.

Thank you to all who have made the National PPN
Conference possible; especially the Communities of

Moate, Kilbeggan & Milltown pass,
Battery Heights & Willow Park,
Fourmilehouse & Kilbride,
Ferbane & Pullagh and Enfield
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Minister Kyne addresses National PPN Conference in Athlone
‘‘Minister
Kyne
referred to
the
outstanding
work carried
out by PPNs
to date,
considering
the
reasonably
short time
they have
been in
existence.’’

Minister Kyne addresses second
National Public Participation
Network Annual Conference
Minister of State at the Department
of Rural and Community Development, Sean Kyne, TD, yesterday
(11 October) addressed the second
National Public Participation
Network Conference held in the
Sheraton Hotel, Athlone, Co Westmeath. The two-day event was
hosted by Westmeath Public
Participation Network, in conjunction with the Department of Rural
and Community Development and
the National PPN Advisory Group.
This year’s Conference built on the
success of the first ever national
PPN Conference, held in Sligo in
2017. The Conference was
attended by a wide range of individuals, representing PPNs
throughout the country. Local authority officials, elected representatives and others who support the
work of the Network were also in
attendance.

In his address, Minister Kyne referred
to the outstanding work carried out by
PPNs to date, considering the reasonably short time they have been in existence. At the end of 2017, membership
of PPNs extended to some 13,000
members, an increase of 21% over
2016. Minister Kyne reiterated to participants the principle and importance
of citizen engagement. “The effective
participation of local communities in
local government matters must”, Minister Kyne said, “remain the absolute
focus of those supporting and engaged
in the process of public participation.”
The Minister continued “I have personally seen first-hand the impressive
work of a number of PPNs around the
country who are working to empower,
enable and encourage people and communities to participate in shaping policies and programme which impact on
their lives. I am fully committed to
continuing to support the ongoing
development of PPNs so that they
achieve their full potential. “

country have seen the benefits
associated with membership of
their PPN. Organisations clearly
want to be members of their
PPN because they see the PPNs
and their networks as a key
element in making certain that
the views of local communities
inform the development of local
and national policy” the
Minister concluded.
This year’s conference, which
had a varied and interesting
agenda of workshops and talks,
included site trips to a number
of locations in Westmeath,
Roscommon and Offaly where
delegates met with local
community organisations that
are involved in and empowered
by their PPN, local authority
and other agencies.

The Minister congratulated
the National PPN Advisory
Group and Westmeath PPN
for their work in organising
“Community organisations across the this important event.

Pat Gallagher CE WCC; Westmeath PPN Secretariat
Dave Raftis, Rose Wright, Anne Drury, Maureen McCormack

Pat Gallagher CE WCC; Brigid Geoghegan WPPN, Kevin McCarthy Secretary General DRCD,
Michael Ewing Roscommon PPN, Cllr. John Dolan, Minister Sean Kyne TD,
Annette Barr Jordan WPPN, David Hogan DOS WCC, Deirdre Kearney DRCD,
Anne Marie Nash WPPN, Hugh O’Reilly SEO WCC
Hugh Farrell
Westmeath PPN Secretariat
Conference MC

Westmeath PPN Secretariat
Kevin Brady, Margaret Kiernan,
John Mangan, Anne Drury,
Maureen McCormack, Rose Wright
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Active Retirement Ireland
MIDLANDS REGION CONTACT:
MAUREEN McCORMACK
E-MAIL mmccormack49@gmail.com
Currently 13% of the population is
aged 65 and over, By 2050 29.7% of
the population will be over 65.
80% of older people rely on the State
Pension to keep them out of poverty.
Active Retirement Ireland provides a
low-cost, high-impact social outlet for
these people.
Active Retirement Ireland members
are the fabric of the communities and
contributors to good health and reduce
loneliness as we age.
90% engage in social and leisure activities. 85% engage regular physical
activity. 60% volunteer outside of their
own organisation.
VISION OF ACTIVE
RETIREMENT IRELAND.
TO REACH OUT TO ALL OLDER
PEOPLE TO STOP LONELINESS
THROUGH FRIENDSHIP AND
SUPPORT.
WHO WE ARE
Active Retirement Ireland is a national
network of 550 local active retirement
associations (ARAS) with a regional

structure of nine regions. ARI is a voluntary organisation whose voluntary members plan, organise and deliver activities
at local, regional and national level ARI is
a strong voice for older people at national
level through our political work, at regional leve through our advocacy support
and at local level through participation on
decision making structures.

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE;
- Physical activities such as walking,
bowls, bocchia and Go For Life exercises
(Pickleball).

WHAT WE DO
Active Retirement Ireland supports the
members to put in place initiatives that
take a holistic approach to address the
social determinants of health and include
social inclusion and active participation as
a basis for good health.. This includes
activities on providing older people with
opportunities to share and develop their
knowledge and skills and providing opportunities for life-long learning. Developing health, social and educational services and developing health promotion
activities..

- Learning activities such as training
(especially on new technology), arts and
crafts.

SUPPORT
Active Retirement Ireland supports the
local associations to plan and deliver a
range of activities that keep the members
active, healthy and involved. Each local
ARA plans and delivers a range of social,
cultural, learning and physical activities
based on what members like to do and
their ability to participate.

- Social activities such as tea dances, evenings out, quizzes and holidays.
Cultural visits to museums, theatres and
galleries.

- Providing information on issues such as
health, welfare rights and pensions.
- Acting as a voice for members at local
and regional levels.
REACH.
Active Retirement Ireland through the
work of the national, regional and local
structures reaches out directly to over
25,000 members and has an impact on
their friends, families and communities.
IF YOU FEEL YOU WOULD LIKE TO
JOIN A LOCAL GROUP OR WANT
MORE INFORMATION THEN PLEASE
FEEL FREE TO CONTACT MAUREEN
MCCORMACK,
MIDLANDS REGION
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER.

Information is POWER; is your
Group Getting Information?
One of Westmeath PPN main purposes is to keep groups informed of what is
happening, locally and nationally.
In order to do this we update our website, create newsletters and make direct contact
with PPN members. We send out information about, events, grants, consultation,
plans etc; which is only useful if it is going to the correct group contacts who are
then distributing that information to group members.
If you wish to be on our mailing list or if Group Contact details need updating;
please send to Brigid at info@westmeathppn.ie
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Midlands Region Cluster Meeting
On Wednesday 10th October
2018 Maureen McCormack the
Development Officer for the
midlands region of Active
Retirement Ireland held a very
successful CLUSTER meeting
hosted by Active Friends (08)
Rochfortbridge.

‘‘benefits that
membership of
Active
Retirement
Ireland can bring
to them’’

A CLUSTER meeting is when
groups from the surrounding
area are invited to come along
and meet to discuss future
events and any matters arising
and most importantly to get to
know their friends in the other
groups, something which is
proving to be very successful in
the Westmeath area. In this
way when they are holding
functions they can invite
members from other groups.
Also if they have a shortfall in
numbers when making a booking for an outing or holiday

again they can approach
members from neighbouring
groups to join them.
Last Wednesday’s CLUSTER
meeting was very successful
with groups from Killucan,
Kilbeggan and Tyrrellspass and
of course the Rochfortbridge
ARA themselves.
The CLUSTER meeting was
started by reminding the members of the benefits that membership of Active Retirement
Ireland can bring to them. This
was very well received as many
forget that the benefits are quite
numerous.
Maureen McCormack invited
Anne Campbell from the Westmeath Care and Repair Service
and Befriending Service come
along and speak. It is so important to keep members informed

of this wonderful service that is
available in Westmeath. Anne
spoke there was a very good
questions and answers session.
After this the group was asked
four questions on the future of
ARI and again this resulted in
many Q&As.
The afternoon finished with tea/
coffee and a grand selection of
cakes and pastries all provided
for us by the Rochfortbridge
ARA.

Many thanks to all who
attended
Maureen McCormack
Midlands Region Development
Officer Active Retirement Ireland

WE ARE BUILDING COMMUNITIES
Westmeath County Council in
advancing its plans to build
497 new housing units by the
end of 2021, is focussing on
the construction of small to
medium sized developments.
‘‘Westmeath
County Council
currently
manages 2,776
tenancies in the
County’’

A primary philosophy of our
Housing Design Team is not
about just building houses but
it is about building sustainable
communities. In addition to
the construction of houses, the
Council has also provided
community facilities in many
of its development such as
Community Houses, playgrounds, and playing pitches.
Westmeath County Council
currently manages 2,776 tenancies in the County. The
Council has two dedicated
Housing Liaison Officers
(HLOs) to deal with issues
which invariably arise. HLO’s
also provide tenancy training
to new tenants and outline the
terms of the tenancy and the

WESTMEATH

PPN
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2018

need to comply with the requirements of the tenant’s
handbook. HLO’s also are
point of contact for residents
groups/ associations in Council
estates. The Council continues
to provide assistance to many
of its residents groups to assist
in the upkeep of their area, be it
through grants or assistance in
the purchase of machinery, etc.
Westmeath County Council in
cooperation with the HSE and
other relevant statutory, community and voluntary agencies,
provides a range of services for
individuals and families who
become homeless. Services
include emergency accommodation in the event of no alternative accommodation, as well

as preventative services such as
tenancy support and resettlement services for those in need
of support in the home, if in
danger of being made homeless. To this end, the Council is
currently recruiting staff to
provide a Placefinder Service
jointly with Longford Co Co. It
is important for all those who
are fearful of losing their current accommodation, or who
have no accommodation in the
first instance, to present to
Westmeath County Council’s
Housing Department in either
Mullingar or Athlone, for assessment, advice and assistance.

www.westmeathcoco.ie
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Congratulations Graduates
PPN – NUIG Diploma in
Community Development
Practice 2017/2018

Group Photo with Lecturers
Flan Speight, Deirdre Hardiman
and Helen Casey from NUIG.

Back in December, 2016
the PPN held a meeting in
the Annebrook House
Hotel, Mullingar for
anyone interested in
signing up to do a Diploma
in Community Development Practice and it was
attended by Deirdre
Hardiman and Helen Casey
from NUIG.
It was run in two stages i.e.

‘‘comprehensive
expansion of
services on the
Dublin to
Mullingar
Corridor which
are coming into
operation from
Sunday 14
October.’’

January to June 2017 (1st
Cert) and September 2017
to January 2018 (2nd Cert).
The completion of both
Certificates will result in
the Diploma in Community
Development Practice.
23 People signed up to
partake in this Course and
they are as follows:
Anne Bradley,
Anne
Drury, Anne Marie Nash,
Anne Marie Sheridan,
Carmel
Cummins,
Caroline
Lawlor,

Catherine McEntee, Cllr
Frankie Keena, Cllr. Paul
Hogan, Dave Raftis,
David McCormick, Cllr.
Emily Wallace, Faustina
Monaghan, John Mangan, Kate Mullins, Lily
Campbell, Maria Boyce,
Maureen
McCormack,
Michelle Raleigh, Pamela
Martin, Patricia Bolger,
Paula Coonan and Cllr.
Una D'Arcy.
Graduation Day –
NUI Galway on
Sat 13th October 2018

NTA Expansion of Bus Services
The National Transport
Authority has approved a
comprehensive expansion
of services on the Dublin
to Mullingar Corridor
which are coming into operation from Sunday 14
October.
This expansion includes
the provision of regular
connecting services
throughout the week from
Mullingar to Kilcock via

Killucan, Ballivor and
Summerhill and intermediate rural locations. There is
an additional local service
between Longwood and
Enfield for bus and rail
connections.
Details of the changes are
here:
http://www.buseireann.ie/
news_timetable.php?
id=3105&month=Oct

HISTORIC GRAVEYARDS
Information Evening
‘‘how best to care
for and promote
historic
graveyards’’

NEWSLETTER

TITLE

HISTORIC GRAVEYARDS Information Evening
Come along and hear tips and advice from
Archaeologist Caimin O'Brien and
Ecologist Donna Mullen
on how best to care for and promote
historic graveyards.
Mon 12th November 7:30pm
the Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone
Free event, all welcome.
Refreshments Provided.
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Local Link Westmeath
bus services in towns, villages
and rural areas.
We are excited to announce
our new and improved website
where you will find all of our
services and their timetables.

Local Link is the new name for Rural Transport which offers safe secure and reliable Public Transport
services in local and rural areas of
Ireland and is managed by 17 Local
Link companies on behalf of the
National Transport Authority.
Longford Westmeath Community
Transport CLG is a not for profit
company with charitable status
which trades as Local Link Longford
Westmeath and are responsible for
looking after counties Longford and
Westmeath. Local Link Longford
Westmeath has been operating since
January 2015 following the amalgamation of Longford Rural Transport
and Westmeath Community Transport Ltd
We operate the following types of
services

We also have new local link
branding on all of our vehicles.
Travel with Local link from as
low as €2. And don’t forget we
also except free travel pass.
To book your seat on the bus
please call us on 044 93 40801.
Local Link your local bus service.
Our Contact Details are
Local Link Longford
Westmeath
Longford Westmeath
Community Transport CLG
Áras an Chontae, Mount Street
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath,
N91 FH4N
Telephone: 044 9340801
Fax: 044 9385972
Email: longfordwestmeath@locallink.ie
Web:
www.locallinklongfordwestme
ath.ie

Regular demand responsive
services – These services deviate
from its route to pick up passengers
at their door
Fixed Route Services – These services travel along a specific route
(without deviation) and adheres to a
timetable
Local Link Longford Westmeath
provides door-to-door and scheduled

Caption describing picture or
graphic.
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100 Years after the Guns Fell Silent
ALL SAINTS’ MULLINGAR
ANNUAL SERVICE OF
REMEMBRANCE
100 years after the guns fell silent
on Sunday, November 11 1918, All
Saints’ Church will hold a special
Ecumenical Service of Remembrance at 10.30am on Sunday
11th November to mark the
centenary of WWI, a war which
claimed the lives of some 10% of
the male po pulatio n of
Mullingar.

sound 'The Last Post' and a lone
piper who will play 'The Piper's
Lament'.

The fall of the Poppies during
the two minute silence at 11am is a
very poignant part of the
service. The significance of the
cascade of poppies falling slowly is
a representation of those who did
not come home and whose lives
were lost in the service of others.

Canon Alastair Graham, Rector
of All Saints’ said “it is an
opportunity for people of all
backgrounds to gather and
remember those who fought and
suffered in the war and whose
memory is not forgotten”.

Special music will be provided by
the All Saints' Senior Parish choir
along with a lone bugler who will

There will also be a special
exhibition, in the church, by the
Children of All Saints’ School,
remembering the animals which

also served in World War I,
whose service saved many lives,
while serving with dignity and
characteristic loyalty.
A 'WW1 and the Westmeath
Connection Exhibition' will be on
display, (by kind permission of
Westmeath County Library).
Previous Remembrance Services
at All Saints’ have been attended
by the people of Mullingar, families of those whose loved died
and suffered in the war, members
of the Irish Guards Association,
Ro yal Nav y Asso ciatio n,
Irish Defence Forces, Irish
United Nations Veterans Association, the Organisation of
Natio nal Ex Servicemen,
Civil Defence, Irish Prison
Service, Mullingar Fire Service,
An Garda Síochána and the
Royal British Legion and those
who served in the Belgian
Congo, the Battle of Jutland, and
the Somme were remembered.

‘‘10% of the
male
population
of Mullingar
died in WW1’’
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Public Participation Networks
PPNs are up and running in all 31 local authority areas around Ireland
A PPN is a formal network which allows local authorities to connect
with community & voluntary groups around the country.
The three main types of community groups are –

Voluntary groups working in our communities, like sports
clubs, cultural societies, Meals on Wheels or Tidy Towns



Local organisations formed to protect the environment, like
An Taisce, Bat Conservation Ireland or Birdwatch Ireland
Groups representing people who are socially excluded and whose voices are not heard in our society,
such as people with disabilities, migrants or Travellers
PPNs give citizens a greater say in local government decisions which affect their own communities.
Our democracy is strengthened, by allowing diverse views and interests to be considered as part of the
decision making process of local Government. The result is more transparent, better informed and improved decisions.

How did PPNs come about?
PPNs came about with the passing of the Local Government Act, 2014. This law followed the 2013 report of the
Working Group on Citizen Engagement with Local Government, which was chaired by Dr Sean Healy of Social
Justice Ireland
The Working Group’s report recommended more input by citizens into decision making at local government
level. It recommended that PPNs should be set up in each local authority area. This would allow the public to
take an active role in relevant committees of the local authority.
How do PPNs work?
Community groups register to join the PPN in their local authority area. These groups meeting all together at
the county ‘Pleanry’ (similar to AGM) elect an organising committee, known as the “PPN Secretariat”.
The PPN also appoint a “Resource Worker “whose job is to support the “PPN Secretariat” and coordinate the
work of the PPN.
The PPN is the “go to” for all local authorities who wish to benefit from community and voluntary expertise in
their area.
LCDC’s or SPC’s must source and elect their community representatives through the PPN.
How are PPNs funded?
PPNs are supported by the Department and local authorities on a shared funding basis. The Department provides
€50,000 per PPN per year. The local authorities provide €30,000 per PPN per year. The Department has also
funding the roll out to all PPNs of member database software, which is an important data management and
communications tool for PPNs. The Department also funds training programmes for PPNs.
A National PPN Advisory Group has also been set up to provide advice on and help develop and monitor PPNs.

www.westmeathppn.ie

‘‘The Working
Group’s report
recommended
more input by
citizens into
decision making
at local
government
level.’’
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What is the PPN - Public Participation Network ?
What is the PPN?
The PPN is the national framework for
public engagement and participation
that is now well established and supported within the Westmeath Local
Authority area. The establishment of
Public Participation Networks is part
of a national reform process which is
changing the way local government
and citizens engage with each other.
The Public Participation Network
(PPN) is organised in accordance
with the Westmeath Local Authority.
The PPN is the main link through
which the local authority connects
with the community and voluntary,
social inclusion and environmental
sectors.
How does it work?
The PPN is made up of Community
and Voluntary, Social Inclusion and
Environmental organisations that are
registered to the PPN. These are the
three electoral colleges of the PPN and
groups who register with the PPN will
be required to select the Electoral
College that is most relevant to their
aims and activities.
The PPN acts as the hub around which
information is distributed and
received. It facilitates networking,
identify issues of common concern,

and elect representatives onto decision
making bodies such as the Joint Policing
Committee, Strategic Policy Committees
and the Local Community Development
Committees.
What is its aim?
The aim of the PPN is to facilitate and
enable as many groups and organisations as
possible, operating within the wider
community, to articulate and give a voice
to, the diverse range of views, issues and
interests within the local government
system. It also aims to give a strong voice
to the more marginalised groups in society
and to the environment groupings. It results
in the creation of one county register for all
groups thereby creating a stronger voice for
the whole sector with more
possibilities
for increased citizen engagement.
The PPN operates at two levels:
 At Municipal District level which is a
new tier of local government at sub
county level and,
 At a County-Wide level.
Westmeath Municipal Districts
Two Municipal Public Participation
Networks (PPN) are Athlone Municipal
PPN and Mullingar Municipal PPN. All
Groups register and choose to be included
in either of the three colleges or pillars (i.e.
social inclusion, community & voluntary

and environment)
 Social Inclusion (groups
focused on people experiencing
disadvantage and inequality)
 Community & Voluntary
(groups involved in local
development, sports social
clubs etc)

Environment ( groups
focused on protecting the
environment and sustainable
development)






Westmeath PPN has:
A County Plenary which
operates at County level dealing
with County level issues.
2 Municipal PPNs which
operates in each of the two
Municipal District dealing with
issues at a municipal level.
Linkage Groups which will
form to deal with specific issues
and support nominees in their
participatory role. This will
form part of the accountability
and feedback mechanism for
the PPN.

A Secretariat at County level that
acts as facilitation administration
and communication mechanism for
the PPN

Spreadsheets( Excel) QQI Level 5 Course
Spreadsheets( Excel) QQI Level 5 Course is delivered with a blended learning approach which
makes use of interactive practical classroom sessions, tutorial support and the use of a virtual
classroom.
‘‘purpose of this
award is to ensure that the
learner is fully
capable of using
a broad range of
advanced spreadsheets features’’

The blended learning approach is ideal for anyone with time constraints or transport
issues. Introduction & Registration evening starts 6th of November at 7pm.
The purpose of this award is to ensure that the learner is fully capable of using a broad range of
advanced spreadsheets features to work effectively and produce clear printouts. On successful completion of this course the learner will be able to carry out advanced selection, formatting, charts, tables,
formula usage, macro production and design of dynamic spreadsheets.
Please Contact 044 9345060 to register your
interest or for further information
Course Fee is €300 and a full weekly payment
plan or funding option maybe available
Mullingar Congress Centre 044 9345060

http://www.mullingarcongress.ie/
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Westmeath Heritage Plan in Irish
An Irish language version
o f t h e W e s t me a t h
Heritage Plan 2018-2023
is now available.

2023 (in English) please let
me know by return email
including your postal
address.

PLEAN OIDHREACHTA
CHONTAE na hIARMHÍ
2018-2023 ar fáil anois le
híoslódáil
http://
bit.ly/2yLrNM5

Melanie McQuade
Heritage Officer
Westmeath
County
Council, Áras an Chontae,
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.
N91 FH4N

If you would like a hard
copy of the Westmeath
Heritage Plan 2018-

‘‘Empowering
Teachers and Pupils
for a Better Life
through Nature
teachers' resource
materials are now
available for free
download’’

(044) 9332098
(087) 6074496

Birdwatch Ireland Worksheets for Schools
Empowering Teachers and
Pupils for a Better Life
through Nature teachers'
resource materials are now
available for free download.

Erasmus+ programme and
created in conjunction with
BirdLife International
Partners in Poland, Spain,
Czech Republic, Slovakia
and Macedonia and educational experts from the
University of Gdansk.

These worksheets were
produced by Bridwatch Ireland with funding through the
European Commission's

h t t p s : / /
www.birdwatchireland.ie/
…/E…/tabid/1642/
Default.aspx

Worksheets for Pre-schools
and Primary Schools:

Free - 'Dig! The Value of Archaeology
for Society and Economy' Conference
Monday 5th to Fri 9 November 2018
‘‘In what
ways does
archaeology
impact positively on our
society and
economy?’’

‘'Dig! The Value of Archaeology for Society and Economy' Conference organised by
the Heritage Council takes
place in Kilkenny, Waterford
and Dublin.
In what ways does archaeology
impact positively on our
society and economy? How can
this
be sustainably
deepened? Dig: the value of
archaeology for society and the
economy will be a five-day
event where these questions are

four days (Nov 5-8) are based in
Kilkenny. On the final day (Nov
9), activity shifts to Dublin.
The event is organised along the
four overlapping themes of
creativity, community and wellbeing, placemaking, and the
economy. The main spine
of Dig will be a two-day conference in The Set Theatre,
Kilkenny, where national and
international speakers will talk
about best practice projects they
have led (November 6th & 7th).
Complementing the conference
will be a series of workshops,
tours and

panel discussions held during the
week which will deepen learnings.
The event will be of relevance to
community leaders, local authority
professionals, archaeologists,
developers, architects, arts professionals, tourism professionals,
heritage officers, planners, landscape architects, architectural
conservation architects, and community professionals.
To register to attend and for more
see https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/
ne ws/events/dig -the -value-o farchaeology-for-society-and-theeconomy
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North
Westmeath
remembers
the Great War

De Valera
1916-1921
The Rising to
the Treaty

North Westmeath
Remembers the Great War
Fri Nov. 9th to Sun Nov. 11th
Hotel Castlepollard

De Valera 1916-1921
The Rising to the Treaty
a talk by
Dr David McCullough of RTE.

A series of talks by various
speakers on the
1914-1918 conflict

14th November at 8pm
Greville Arms Hotel,
Mullingar
this lecture will be delivered by
David McCullough who is the
author of a Biography
on DeValera

Bill Ryan 04496 61691
or at 0863284309

WWI- The Westmeath Connection- Exhibition
This exhibition reflects on the zones and over 49,000 paid
sacrifices of the men and with their lives.
women around the world as
they entered a World War.
While our menfolk joined the
In particular we remember army, navy or air corps,
those from Westmeath some of women also played a signifiwhom paid the ultimate sacri- cant part – from frontline
fice. Ireland entered the war in nurses to munitions and other
August 1914 as one of the En- factory workers. In Westmeath
tente Powers. Over 200,000 and other parts of rural Ireland,
Irishmen fought in several war women and children took to

To commemorate the centenary of the first granting of
votes to women in 1918,
Athlone Castle and Luan
Gallery are exploring the Irish
women’s suffrage campaign
through the art it produced.
Throughout the Irish campaign
for votes for women, suffragists used many forms of visual culture to demonstrate their
demands.

They designed protest posters
and pamphlets, and created cartoons and illustrations which
challenged their critics and persuaded the public of their right to
a vote.
These pieces of political protest
art significantly helped towards
the first granting of the vote to
women, and to their first participation in the general election
vote in 1918.
Luan Gallery invited artists to
submit a response to this theme,
and will exhibit these chosen

Irishmen

the bogs and forests in search
of sphagnum moss and conkers!
This exhibition
them all.

fought in
several war

remembers

zones and

The Atrium,
Áras an Chontae,
Mount Street, Mullingar
14th Nov - 23rd Nov 2018
9.00-16.45pm

Art and the Vote
Art and the Vote:
The Visual Culture of the
Irish women’s suffrage
campaign - Exhibition

‘‘Over 200,000

over 49,000
paid with their
lives.’’

‘‘These pieces of
artworks in the Boardwalk
Gallery from November 16th to
November 30th. The artworks
will display a clear inspiration
from the broad theme of the
women’s suffrage movement
and the significance of the
1918 election in women’s
history.
November 16th – 30th
Luan Gallery, Athlone

political protest art
significantly helped
towards the first
granting of the vote
to women, and to
their first
participation in the
general election vote
in 1918.’’
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Cultural Afternoon
by Midlands Polish Community Association
Sunday, 4th November from
1pm until 6pm in Theatre & Art
Centre, Mullingar, Co Westmeath

Purpose of the project:
In order to acknowledge 100
years anniversary of Poland
regaining independence (1918)
and to fulfil cultural needs of
Polish people living in Midlands,
we organise a cultural afternoon
in the Mullingar Theatre & Art
Centre. To fulfil one of our statutory objectives, we would like to
integrate Polish people living in
Midlands by inviting many

different groups and individuals
into the project, so we can deliver
an interesting event for the benefits
of all and also give an opportunity
to promote Polish and Irish entrepreneurs who would like to support us.

Overview of the project:
The event takes place in Mullingar
Theatre & Art Centre, Mullingar,
Co Westmeath from 1pm until
6pm. The event programme is as
follows:

shop ‘Renatka’ stall in the theatre.
Two Polish painters, Aleksandra
Jagielska from Tuam and Halina
Grudzien from Granard will display
their paintings, which will be
available for purchase in the main
hall. Dawid Jedrzejak,
historian,
will display the reproduction of old
historical photographs showing
years 1918-1939. Polish photographer, Piotr Sitek from Athlone will
do photo coverage of the whole
event. We also expect some guests
from Polish Embassy in Dublin and
Westmeath County Council.
For More Details Contact :

There will also be an opportunity
to buy Polish books on the book-

Ph.

085 1463545

cultural needs
of Polish
people living in
Midlands, we
organise a
cultural
afternoon in
the Mullingar
Theatre & Art

contact.polishcommunity@gmail.com

1:00 – 1:45

Drama group performance & dance – Polish school in Mullingar (in Polish)

1:45 – 2:30

Drama group performance & dance – Polish school in Cavan (in Polish)

2:30 – 3:00

‘‘to fulfil

Centre.’’

Break

3:00 – 4:00

Polish Theatre in Limerick – "Trzy Złote Włosy Króla Słońca"

4:00 – 4:30

Polish Theatre in Limerick – traditional songs from different regions of Poland (in Polish)

4:30 – 5:00

Break

5:00 – 5:30
(main stage)
5:00 – 5:30
(suite)

Polish historian from Athlone, Dawid Jedrzejak – ‘Poland reborn 1918-1939’ – lecture (in Polish)

5:30 – 6:00
(main stage)

Irish historian from Mullingar, Ruth Illingworth – ‘Ireland & Poland - years after regained independence’ – lecture (in English)

6:00pm

Ending

Polish writer from Cork, Jakub Krajewski – meeting with the author of ‘Magical Harp’ – Irish myths &
legends

Looking for a Training Room in Central Location?
Looking for a training/meeting room in a very central/convenient location?
Contact S.W.E.E.T.S., Kilbeggan. 057 9332030 / 086 3311594
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Have your Say Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Waste
WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL (SEGREGATION, STORAGE AND PRESENTATION OF
HOUSEHOLD AND COMMERCIAL WASTE) BYE-LAWS 2018
Overview
Westmeath County Council, pursuant to Section 35(1) of the Waste Management Act 1996 and Section 199(1) of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001, proposes to make Bye-Laws for the purpose of regulating the segregation, storage
and presentation of household and commercial waste.

‘‘It is proposed
to make

It is proposed to make provision in the Bye-Laws for the imposition of a fixed payment of €75 in
respect of a contravention of a Bye-Law as an alternative to a prosecution, as provided for in Section
206 of the Local Government Act 2001.

provision in the
Bye-Laws for

These bye-laws shall apply to the functional area of Westmeath County Council.

the imposition

These bye-laws repeal the Waste Management (Storage, Presentation, Segregation and Collection of
Household Waste) Bye-Laws dated 13th January 2010.

of a fixed
payment of €75

Related File(s)
• Draft Westmeath County Council (Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Household and Commercial Waste) Bye-laws 2018
• Waste Management (Storage, Presentation, Segregation and Collection of Household Waste) ByeLaws 2009

in respect of a
contravention
of a Bye-Law

Public Inspection Point
The Draft Bye-Laws will be available for inspection during normal office hours Monday to Friday
from Tuesday 30th October 2018 to Tuesday 27th November 2018 (both dates inclusive) at the following locations:

as an
alternative to a
prosecution’’

• Mullingar District Office, Áras an Chontae, Mullingar
• Athlone District Office, Civic Centre ,Church Street, Athlone
A copy of the draft Bye-Laws may also be obtained for a fee of €2 from these locations.
Have Your Say
Any person may submit observations or objections regarding the Draft Bye-Laws in writing to:Senior Engineer, Environment Section, Westmeath
County Council, Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co.
Westmeath N91 FH4N
or Email:environment@westmeathcoco.ie
The latest date for receipt of objections or submissions regarding this matter is 5.00 p.m. on Friday
7th December 2018.

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald’
Cara Phort FRC is holding a major fundraiser on Friday 16th November when we host the premiere of
‘Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald’ at 8:30pm in IMC Cinema Mullingar.
Tickets are now on sale in Cara

Phort FRC office (044-9373060)Adult €15, U16 €12, Family Ticket €45

Price includes free raffle with lots of prizes and various goodies. Why not get in the spirit and come in fancy
dress – if you don’t want to come as a character then why not wear the clothes of the time 1920!
Cara Phort Family Resource Centre,
Harbour Street, Ballynacargy, Co. Westmeath, Tel: 04493 73060
WESTMEATH

PPN

NOVEMBER

2018
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PPN - What’s in it for my Group?
Networking
When you are a member of
Westmeath PPN, you can:

‘‘We keep groups
informed about
community
supports and we
act as an
information hub for

* Meet similar groups across the
country
* Collaborate on projects
* Exchange skills & knowledge
*Learn more about one another
and
* Share experiences
Information
We keep groups informed about
community supports and we act as
an information hub for our members. We:
*Publish a monthly newsletter
* Maintain a website; which is a
treasure of information on everything from events to funding to
learning opportunities.

our members’’

It is also a free marketing tool for
Westmeath PPN groups
Representation
We have more than 46 representatives on 16 various county

committees & structures, with
this number rising all the time.
This gives members eyes, ears
and a voice in local decision
making.
Westmeath PPN Representatives are democratically
elected by PPN members at
county plenary.
Funding
We keep members up to date
with the latest funding supports available to your organisation.
Publicity
Members can advertise their
events for free on our website
and include news in our
monthly newsletter. We also
highlight the work of our
members through our Member
Spotlight’ initiative. Each
month, we hope to publish a
short biography of one of our
member groups on our website
and in our newsletter.

Consultation
Members can take part in and be
consulted on issues, strategies and
programmes that are relevant to
you, such as the:
* PPN work plan
* County Development Plan
* Town & Village Plans
* Climate change strategy
* County Heritage Plan
* Joint Policing Committee
* Westmeath Heritage Plan
* Heritage Forum
* Active Retirement Ireland
* Age Friendly Strategy
* Town & village Renewal
Scheme
* Mobile coverage Survey
* Water Framework Directive
* Youth Work Ireland
* National Broadband Plan
* River Basin
* Future of Policing in Ireland
* Library Strategy
* Arts, Creative Ireland &
Libraries
* Suicide Prevention Action Plan

Home Comforts Better Energy CLG
‘‘Home Comforts
provides a FREE
home insulation
service to make
homes warmer
and reduce
energy costs’’

WESTMEATH

PPN

Home Comforts Better Energy
CLG is a community based
organisation working as part of Athlone Community Service Council.
Home Comforts provides a FREE
home insulation service to make
homes warmer and reduce energy
costs. To date Home Comforts has
improved the living conditions in
hundreds of homes.

fore 2006 and in receipt of one of
the following: Fuel Allowance;
Jobseekers Allowance for over
six months with a child under the
age of seven; Working Family
Payment, One Parent Family
Payment, Domiciliary Care Allowance or Carers Allowance and
live with the person you are caring for.

The service is provided at NO cost
to the household. The scheme is
available to homes which are
owner-occupied, constructed be-

The insulation and energy efficiency improvements can significantly reduce heat loss during the
winter months and dramatically

NOVEMBER

2018

cut home heating bills thus reducing the amount of fuel required.
For further information on Home
Comforts Better Energy CLG and
the Better Energy Warmer Homes
Scheme,

visit www.homecomfortsathlone.ie
Or call Tracy on 090 64 76735
or email
info@homecomfortsathlone.ie
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‘’Part Time BA in
Business,
Enterprise &
Community
Development’’

Tell your
Volunteering Story

‘‘Never
underestimate the

Never underestimate the power of sharing personal
stories showing that Volunteering Changes Lives.

power of sharing

Think about what you get out of your volunteering
work; what you are proud of; and the changes
you’ve seen or brought about.

personal stories
showing

Highlighting your experiences is crucial in raising
awareness and building support among politicians
and policy makers for groups, projects and initiatives
active in your local area.

that Volunteering
Changes Lives.’’

Have a story to share?
Send it on to info@westmeathppn.ie

Table Quiz
A Fundraising Table Quiz
for

Athlone Photography Club
will be held in the
Bounty/Athlone Rugby Club
on the 16th Nov. 2018
Registration at 8.30pm
and entry fee is €40 for a table of four

WESTMEATH

PPN
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Inspiring thoughts!
“You make a living by
what you get.
You make a life by
what you give.”
~Winston Churchill

“The smallest act of
kindness is worth
more than the
grandest intention.”
~Oscar Wilde

“Volunteers are the only
human beings on the
face of the earth who
reflect this nation’s
compassion, unselfish
caring, patience and
just plain loving one
another.”
~Erma Bombeck

“Volunteering is the ultimate
exercise in democracy. You vote
in elections once a year, but
when you volunteer, you vote
every day about the kind of
community you want to live in”.
~Author Unknown
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“Everybody can be great.
Because anybody can serve.
You don’t have to have a
college degree to serve.
You don’t have to make your
subject and your verb agree
to serve…. You don’t have to
know the second theory of
thermodynamics in physics
to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace. A soul
generated by love.”
~Martin Luther King, Jr.

What is the aim of Westmeath PPN?
Our aim is to support community groups & co-ordinate how
the community in Westmeath is represented.

Westmeath PPN

We also aim to:
Make our members stronger: and keep our members
informed about local developments

Public Participation Network

What does Westmeath PPN do?

Community Section

We empower our member groups to influence policy
makers.

Westmeath County council

We do this through:

Áras an Chontae,

 electing representatives onto decision-making bodies;

Mullingar
Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N
Phone: 044 9332157

 highlight community issues;
 making sure our members are consulted on local

Email: info@westmeathppn.ie

 developments and strategies; and

Web: www.westmeathppn.ie

 providing training to our members on relevant topics

The Voice of the Community.

What is Westmeath PPN
Westmeath PPN is a formal network, which allows the local authority
to connect with community groups around the county.
PPNs give citizens a greater say in local government decisions which affect their own
communities. Our democracy is strengthened, by allowing
diverse views and interests to be considered as part of the
decision making process of local Government.
The result is more transparent, better
informed & improved decisions.

Keep in touch, stay informed, news, grants available,
upcoming events and what other groups are doing
log on & register with
www.westmethppn.ie

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie

