Westmeath PPN

What is the aim of
Westmeath PPN?

Public
Participation
Network

Our aim is to support
community groups &
co-ordinate how the
community in Westmeath
is represented.
We also aim to:
Make our members stronger:
and keep our members
informed about local
developments
What does Westmeath
PPN do?
We empower our member
groups to influence policy
makers.
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Are you a community looking for resources, expertise or funding? Would you like to learn
what supports are available to you and how these can be accessed? Come to a free and
practical workshop, where you will be provided with information on the supports and funding opportunities currently available and how it can be accessed.
Information such as:
1. Westmeath County Council Grants
2. Arts and Cultural Grants
3. Environmental Supports
4. Westmeath Community Development Supports
5. Sports Supports
Heritage supports
Practical support covers:
 How to fill out a successful application form
 Budgeting for your project
 Tips on getting prepared, documentation and information required
Tax registration for non-profit voluntary community groups
Dates and locations:
Two representatives from your community or voluntary group are invited to attend and
register for either of the following workshops:
Places are limited and will be allocated to organisations on a first come basis.
Monday 25th February, 2019 in Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone 6.00p.m. – 8.30 p.m.
Or
Tuesday 26th February, 2019, in Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar in 6.00p.m. – 8.30 p.m.

Please confirm your attendance to Brigid by email info@westmeathppn.ie
or by phone at 044 93 32157 by Wednesday 20th February, 2019

Reminders and more details will be sent out closer to the dates
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Stay in Touch: www.westmeathppn.ie
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What is the PPN - Public Participation Network ?
What is the PPN?
The PPN is the national framework for
public engagement and participation
that is now well established and supported within the Westmeath Local
Authority area. The establishment of
Public Participation Networks is part
of a national reform process which is
changing the way local government
and citizens engage with each other.
The Public Participation Network
(PPN) is organised in accordance
with the Westmeath Local Authority.
The PPN is the main link through
which the local authority connects
with the community and voluntary,
social inclusion and environmental
sectors.
How does it work?
The PPN is made up of Community
and Voluntary, Social Inclusion and
Environmental organisations that are
registered to the PPN. These are the
three electoral colleges of the PPN and
groups who register with the PPN will
be required to select the Electoral
College that is most relevant to their
aims and activities.
The PPN acts as the hub around which
information is distributed and
received. It facilitates networking,
identify issues of common concern,

and elect representatives onto decision
making bodies such as the Joint Policing
Committee, Strategic Policy Committees
and the Local Community Development
Committees.
What is its aim?
The aim of the PPN is to facilitate and
enable as many groups and organisations as
possible, operating within the wider
community, to articulate and give a voice
to, the diverse range of views, issues and
interests within the local government
system. It also aims to give a strong voice
to the more marginalised groups in society
and to the environment groupings. It results
in the creation of one county register for all
groups thereby creating a stronger voice for
the whole sector with more possibilities for
increased citizen engagement.
The PPN operates at two levels:
 At Municipal District level which is a
new tier of local government at sub
county level and,
 At a County-Wide level.
Westmeath Municipal Districts
Two Municipal Public Participation
Networks (PPN) are Athlone Municipal
PPN and Mullingar Municipal PPN. All
Groups register and choose to be included
in either of the three colleges or pillars (i.e.
social inclusion, community & voluntary
and environment)











Social Inclusion (groups
focused on people experiencing
disadvantage and inequality)
Community & Voluntary
(groups involved in local
development, sports social
clubs etc)
Environment (groups focused
on protecting the environment
and sustainable development)
Westmeath PPN has:
A County Plenary which
operates at County level dealing
with County level issues.
2 Municipal PPNs which
operates in each of the two
Municipal District dealing with
issues at a municipal level.
Linkage Groups which will
form to deal with specific issues
and support nominees in their
participatory role. This will
form part of the accountability
and feedback mechanism for
the PPN.

A Secretariat at County level that
acts as facilitation administration
and communication mechanism for
the PPN

Heritage Council appoints a new Chief Executive & a Wildlife Officer
Heritage Council appoints a new Chief Executive & a Wildlife Officer
The Heritage Council announced the appointment of Virginia Teehan as its new Chief Executive
with effect from 1st February 2019. Ms. Teehan joins the Heritage Council with a wealth of experience, having acted as a Director of Cultural Projects at University College Cork, prior to
which she served as Director of the Hunt Museum in Limerick. Lorcán Scott has been appointed
as Wildlife Officer – with a background in National Parks & Wildlife Service, and Local Authority
Heritage Officer.
WPPN
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323 MEN’S SHEDS THROUGHOUT IRELAND SET
TO BENEFIT FROM GOVERNMENT FUNDING
The Minister for Rural and
Community
Development,
Michael Ring TD, has confirmed that 323 Men’s Sheds
have been approved to receive funding from the Department of Rural and Community Development.

‘‘In July 2018, Minister
Ring announced the
allocation of €500,000
under the Men’s Sheds
stream of the
Community
Enhancement
Programme.’’

In July 2018, Minister Ring
announced the allocation of
€500,000 under the Men’s
Sheds stream of the Community
Enhancement
Programme. This will enable individual Men’s Sheds to upgrade their facilities by purchasing equipment or by carrying out minor works to improve their shed. The initiative
was developed in association
with the Irish Men’s Sheds
Association.

cated to 323 Men’s Sheds
across every county in Ireland.
Some examples of how Men’s
Sheds around the country
have benefitted from the
funding:
 Ballina Men’s Shed in
Mayo has been allocated funding to acquire a band-saw for
their carpentry workshop,
which will enable them to take
on bigger projects.
 LiffordMen’s Shed in
Donegal will use the money to
buy tools and materials in order to replace the roof on
their Shed.
 Passage West Men’s Shed

in Cork is using the funding to
purchase three new laptops,
which will form the backbone
of an ambitious new computer
course, aimed at members of
local sheds who lack digital
literacy skills.
Blackrock Community Men’s
Shed, Dublin, is using their
share of the Fund to build a
meeting room, which is currently under construction.
A full list of projects supported
under this fund is available at
the below link:
https://drcd.gov.ie/wpcontent/uploads/Mens-ShedsFunding-Jan-2019.pdf

Following the allocation of the
funding to each Local Authority area last July, applications
were then overseen by Local
Community
Development
Committees around the country. Following this process,
Minister Ring can now confirm
that funding has been allo-

The Wheel Annual Summit 2019
‘‘The early bird offer
is now available for
booking’’

The Wheel's Annual
Summit is the gathering
place for all those
working or involved in
community and voluntar y
or g anis at ions ,
charities and social
enterprises and will take
place on 23rd May 2019
in Croke Park.

The early bird offer is
now available for booking
via
https://
www.wheel.ie/
training/2019/05/wheelsannual-s umm it-2019e ar l y- b ir d- of f er - n o wopen.

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie
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Feasibility Study for
Pilgrim Way along the Shannon Erne Waterway
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Feasibility Study for Pilgrim Way along the Shannon Erne Waterway
Consultative Workshops/ February 2019
Various locations along the Shannon- Erne regions (4-5-6-7th February 2019) – SAVE THE DATE!
In late 2018, West Limerick Resources, in association with 13 local development companies (LDCs) and thirteen local
authorities along the entire Shannon –Erne navigation, commissioned SLR Consulting and Alan Hill Tourism Development to investigate the feasibility of developing an internationally attractive, iconic Pilgrim Way along the Shannon
Erne waterway. The area under consideration embraces a 20km wide corridor from Kerry-Clare-Limerick on the Shannon Estuary northwards through the Shannon lakes to the Shannon-Erne Waterway through to the Erne system in Fermanagh-Donegal. Please see map attached.
The aim is to develop an iconic international ‘Pilgrim Way’ based on the rich early Christian and Viking heritage of the
Early Medieval period in Ireland. Well known ecclesiastical sites include Scattery Island, Iniscealtra (Holy Island,
Clare), Clonmacnoise (Offaly), Quaker Island (Lough Ree), Boyle Abbey (Roscommon), Devenish Island (Lough Erne)
and the iconic pilgrimage site at Lough Derg (St Patrick’s) in Donegal, among others. Many more, lesser known sites are
included in the overall analysis for a total of more than 100 sites in total.
Our team is holding a series of Consultative Workshops on the feasibility of an iconic Pilgrim Way in early February 2019. See programme below –
Please choose which workshop to attend, and let us know your choice!
If you can attend on any of the dates, please reply directly to julien_carlier18@hotmail.com by Monday 21st January 2019 if possible.

‘‘Consultative
Workshops/

These workshops will aim to engage with local authorities, statutory heritage managers/ tourism & heritage operators/
community heritage activists/ transport and activity providers, heritage guides and NGO sectors.
Or indeed anyone who can contribute to developing ideas for how an internationally significant Pilgrim Way might optimally function and operate along the entire Shannon-Erne system.
We would like your inputs on the key heritage and conservation issues, as many sites are active sites of worship and sacred to their communities. We will also examine potential sustainable ‘ways’ to link these special sites (walk, cycle,
boat, bus transport), as well as visitor management (accommodation, food, guidance, transport, parking etc)? What are
the opportunities that may contribute to economic development and sustaining rural communities? What are the likely
constraints?
Sub
regional
workshop

Lower
Shannon

Location

Limerick

Venue

Date

Time

Kilmurry Lodge Hotel,
Dublin Road,
Castletroy
Limerick City

Monday 4th February
2019

6.30pm9.00pm

Tuesday 5thth
February
2019

6.30pm9.00pm

MidShannon

Athlone

Radisson Blu,
Northgate St.
Athlone riverside

Upper
Shannon
& Erne

Carrick-onShannon

Bush Hotel,
Main Street,
Carrick centre

Wednesday 6th
February
2019

6.30pm9.00pm

Enniskillen

Enniskillen Hotel
72 Forthill St
BT74 6AJ

Thursday 7th
February
2019

6.30pm9.00pm

Lough
Erne &
Donegal

Source Counties
Kerry
Limerick
Clare
Tipperary
Offaly
Galway
Westmeath
South Longford
South Roscommon
North Roscommon
Leitrim
NW Cavan
North Longford
North Cavan
Fermanagh
Donegal

Have your say! We invite you to participate in these workshops and to also invite others who may be interested in
participating.

February
2019’’
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Community Organisation Management QQI Level 6
The course provides an
insight into the theory and
practice of management
and leadership in community organisations with a
strong focus on developing
leadership capacity. The
programme is specifically
designed to support those
currently
employed or
volunteering within the
community sector and who
are giving consideration to
progressing to managerial
roles, board memberships
in the sector, or to
further and higher education
in this area.

‘‘The Engage &
Educate Fund is a
€150,000 awards fund
created by Social
Innovation Fund

Topics include:
Community development
theory
Analysis of the community and voluntary sector
and policy context
Leadership and management theories
Leadership in the community
Organisational theory
Developing organisational vision and mission
Organisational structures
and processes
Financial management
Governance in community and voluntary sector

Expert guest speakers

and site visits

Start: 19th February
2019
Duration: 12 weeks,
Tuesdays, 10.00am 3.00pm
Venue: Sillogue
Neighbourhood Centre,
Sillogue Road, Dublin 11
Course Fee: €200 (the fee
includes certification and
all course materials)
Applications: Application
form (deadline 18th February 2019)

Social Innovation Fund Ireland
The Engage & Educate
Fund is a €150,000 awards
fund created by Social Innovation Fund Ireland in
partnership with Mason
Hayes & Curran and the
Department of Rural and
Community Development.

Ireland’’
The Engage & Educate
Fund is open to projects
that
empower
people
through
education
to

achieve their full potential and to contribute to
their community.
The objective of the fund
is to find and back innovative projects that empower people through
education with a focus
on tackling the disabling
effects on human potential of disadvantage, disability or migrant status.

The Engage & Educate
Fund is open for applications until Tuesday 19th
February 2019 at 5pm.
Further
information
available
at
http://
www.socialinnovation.ie/
engageandeducate2019/.

Seminar— ‘Developing Effective
& Accountable Non-profits’
‘‘difficulties in
raising funds,
increased
regulation and
reduced trust
in the sector’’

Irish Non-profit organisations are facing unprecedented challenges, with
increased demand, difficulties in raising funds,
increased regulation and
reduced trust in the sector.
This seminar will explore
how the sector can respond
through improved governance standards and greater
accountability through the
provision of performance

information.
Speakers
include Professor Noel
Hyndman,
Professor
Emeritus in Accounting at
Queen’s University Belfast,
Diarmaid Ó Corrbuí, CEO,
Carmichael, Dr. Francis
McGeough, Lecturer in
Accounting,
Technology
University Dublin and Ms.
Assumpta Harvey, Head of
School of Business at
Technological University
Dublin. This free seminar

will be held on the 6th of
March 2019 (9am – 1pm)
in Technology University
Dublin,
Blanchardstown
Campus. For more details
and to register for this
seminar see Eventbrite
‘https://
www.eventbrite.ie/e/
developing-effective-andaccountable-nonprofitstickets-54401224527?
utm_term=eventname_tex
t
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Public Meeting Gageboroup River Catchment
The River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021 prioritised Areas for Action for detailed assessment by the Local Authority Waters Programme’s regional catchment assessment teams

‘‘Work has
commenced on
the
Gageborough
Priority Area for
Action in County
Westmeath and
the following
public meeting
has been
scheduled’’

Work has commenced on the Gageborough Priority Area for Action in County Westmeath
and the following public meeting has been scheduled:

Community Information Meeting for the Gageborough Rivers
12th of February, 2019
7.30pm – 8.30pm
Horseleap Streamstown Community Centre,
Streamstown, Co. Westmeath N91 X81C
The LA Waters Programme are required to hold public meetings prior to commencing field
work to inform local stakeholders and the public about the planned work programme and to
gather any local information that may inform the process. We are liaising with staff in Westmeath County Council’s Environment Section and other Sections, as appropriate to identify
relevant stakeholders and to publicise the event locally.
Please be advised we are
inviting the Elected members
and the networks that the
PPN and the Community and
Water Officer have engaged
with in County Westmeath.
We are also inviting the
members of the Environment
Strategic
and
Policy
committee.
If you have any queries, please contact Margaret Keegan, Catchment Manager for the Midlands and Eastern Region (085 8041003, mkeegan@lawaters.ie) or Kate Tynan, Catchment
Scientist (087 1719503, ktynan@lawaters.ie).

2019 GLAS Traditional Farm Buildings Grant
2019 GLAS traditional farm buildings grant scheme is now OPEN for applications.
Deadline for receipt of completed applications (hard copy ONLY) is 5pm Tuesday
19th February 2019.
Application form and terms and conditions can be downloaded here:http://
www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/traditional-farm-buildings-grant-scheme

Irish Georgian Society Awards
Irish Georgian Society Awards for 1. Architectural and Original Drawings 2. Conservation Projects. Closing date for applications 12noon 26th April https://www.igs.ie/
education/awards/2019-awards
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The Beat is back in Streete
Dancing has been a renewed
popularity in recent years. This is
largely due to the likes of singers
such as Nathan Carter, Mike Denver and Declan Nerney to name
but a few along with some popular stage shows on TV which
have all reinvigorated the art of
social dancing as a healthy, vibrant, and enjoyable way to socialise and meet new people
across the globe.
Streete Parish Park has hosted
many events over the years and
has never been short on new ideas
and indeed it can be said that
Streete Parish Park’s hard working committee has crafted and
hosted many new ventures that
others have followed. The committee’s latest daring undertaking
is social dancing.
Speaking to Kevin Brady of
Streete Parish Park committee
who gave us a brief history of
social dancing in the Streete area
says “dancing was a very important social function back in the
days before television and radio
become popular”. He continued
to say “a small group of people
would meet up at a crossroads
like in Lisryan, Lismacaffrey,
Boherquill or Streete on a fine
evening. The chat and banter of
the local area would be discussed

and some fine stories and tall tales
exchanged. This is what we call
today a social get together. Before
the evening light would fade and
armed with whatever instruments
the local musicians had at hand at
the time (usually a fiddle, whistle,
and accordion) the dance would
start. It was at these great social
meetings first love often filled the
air and lasting relationships blossomed. So many kindred spirits
owe a debt of gratitude to the
crossroads dance.” He then began
to say “However, time has moved
on from the céilís at the crossroads
and we are delighted to be part of
the new social dance scene”. Kevin
explained with enthusiasm that
since they started social dancing in
the community centre in Streete
Parish Park they have attracted
people from a wide area, some
coming as far away as Roscommon
and Dublin who just have a passion
to dance.
Social dancing in Streete Parish
Park takes place on the third Friday
night in every month, the next one
being February 15th when the
popular Mat Leavy will take to the
stage. “We listen to what the people say and what kind of music
they want to dance to and to tell the
truth the people have never been
wrong yet. From the first night we
started off our first class line-up of

performers of both male and female
artists have never let us down. All of
whom filled our hall with a great variety of music and dance steps to suit
all tastes or what I’d say is real good
‘Get out and dance music!’.” Kevin
finished up by saying that the committee here in Streete try to cater for
everyone. “You don’t need to have
fancy moves, be a skilled dancer or
look cool on the floor. Everybody
gets out on the dance floor and enjoys
themselves!”
Streete Parish Park’s social dance
kicks off at 9.30 until roughly 12.30,
with a break at 11.00. This gives everybody a chance to grab a welldeserved cup of tea and a snack and
catch their breath before they begin to
dance once again. The all-important
raffle is held at the break at 11.30
before the revellers hit the floor for
the last hour.
“It really is heart-warming to see people coming from a wide area chatting,
laughing and having fun”. If anyone
is considering taking up dancing or
needs to brush up on their steps, two
fantastic instructors hold classes in
the Parish Park on a Sunday night at
8pm.
For more details contact Kevin Brady
087 1375222

''Never
Miss the
Chance to
Dance''
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Spark Change Challenge
Make your community more sustainable by signing up for the Spark
Change Challenge.
Who can take part in the
Spark Change challenge?
Any community and voluntary
organisation, individual or
group of people with a shared
vision can sign-up to the Spark
Change Challenge. All participating projects must be based
in the Republic of Ireland.
A “community” can be a group
of people who live in the same
geographical area, for example, a village or city neighbourhood, or a “community of
interest” (a group of people
who share a common interest
or heritage).
What is the Spark Change
Challenge?
We are challenging you to

start a project that will help
your community become more
environmentally, economically
and/or socially sustainable.
Your project can be simple or
more ambitious, local or more
extensive, short-term or longterm.
Spark Change will give you
access to expert advice, guidance and training. We will also
help you network with other
communities that are working
to become more sustainable.
Your project will be automatically entered in the Spark
Change Awards, and in summer 2019 we will announce
Ireland’s best sustainability
projects at the National Spark
Change Awards in Dublin.
What are the benefits of taking part?
> Access to expert advice,
guidance and free training

> You will be invited to a series
of networking and information
events
across
Ireland
> Access to small grants for
community coffee mornings
> National exposure for your
p
r
o
j
e
c
t
> All participating projects will
be entered in the Spark
C h a n g e
A w a r d s
> All shortlisted projects will
receive Spark Change plaques
> Prizes

A “community” can be
a group of people who
live in the same
geographical area, for
example, a village or
city neighbourhood, or a

For More Details: https://
www.sparkchange.ie/sparkchange-challenge/

“community of
interest”

QQI Courses starting Mullingar Congress Centre
These modules are all part of the ongoing Major Award Level 5 or special purpose
award level 6 and offer full-time tutor support. If you require any further information on
any of these courses do not hesitate to contact us,
Kind regards, Kathleen
Mullingar Congress Centre,
A Community Non Profit Centre, 044 9345060

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie

Shannon Street View live on Google Maps
‘‘We keep groups
informed about
community
supports and we
act as an
information hub for
our members’’

,

Shannon Streetview is now live on Google Maps. This was an initiative of the Waterways Ireland
Heritage Plan 2016-2020 that captured water-based imagery from the Shannon, providing a unique
viewpoint capturing the baseline environmental conditions of the Shannon as of Summer
2019. Simply drag and drop the Google Maps Man onto the Shannon (from Lough Allen to Loop
Head) and you will see 360 degree panoramic footage of the navigation. It can be accessed on a
smartphone or tablet by using the Google Earth app.
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Fines have been abolished in all public libraries
Been avoiding your local library because of that book that's way overdue?
Don't worry about it! Fines have been abolished in all public libraries since January 1st and you can
reactivate your membership straight away

Engage & Educate Fund 2019
Engage & Educate Fund 2019
is now open for applications.
WHAT IS THE ENGAGE &
EDUCATE FUND?

‘‘The Engage &
Educate Fund is a
€150,000 awards fund
created by Social
Innovation Fund
Ireland’’

WPPN

The Engage & Educate Fund
is a €150,000 awards fund
created by Social Innovation
Fund Ireland in partnership
with Mason Hayes &
Curran and the Department
of Rural and Community
Development. The Department of Rural and Community Development provides
match funding for all philanthropic funds raised by
Social Innovation Fund
Ireland, via the Dormant
Accounts Fund.
The Engage & Educate Fund
is open to projects that
empower people through
education to achieve their
full potential and to contribute to their community. The
objective of the fund is to
find and back innovative
projects
that
empower

FEBRUARY

2019

people through education
with a focus on tackling the
disabling effects on human
potential of disadvantage,
disability
or
migrant
status.
WHAT DOES THE FUND
OFFER?
A share of €150,000 fund,
including both cash
grant and business
supports
sha red
between 4 or 5 Projects
Access to an Accelerator
Programme from July
to December 2019. The
programme will be
made up of bespoke
supports such as mentoring, assistance with
strategic planning, and
expertise on how to
maximise impact
WHAT KIND OF PROJECT
IS THE FUND LOOKING
FOR?
The Engage & Educate
Fund is open to projects

that
empower
people
through
education
to
achieve their full potential
and to contribute to their
community. Projects that
focus on people from
disadvantaged
socioeconomic backgrounds, people
with disabilities, and people
with migrant status are
encouraged
to
apply.
Project activities can also
include adult education and
physical education for
adults, young people and/
or children.
Applicants should be able
to demonstrate how their
project impacts upon the
lives of their participants
and their local communities. Projects should have
tangible educational outcomes e.g. certification.
You can read more about it and
start your application http://

www.socialinnovation.ie/
engageandeducate2019/
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Public Consultation - Electoral Registration
The Government has launched
a public consultation on proposals to reform the electoral registration process. Minister of State
for Local Government and Electoral Reform, John Paul Phelan,
T.D., launched the consultation
on 17 December and said the
proposals are aimed at enabling
people to register in simpler and
more user-friendly ways.

3.

4.

The way people register to vote
or amend their details (for example, address) on the Register of
Electors has not changed significantly since the foundation of the
State.
There are seven main proposals:

1. Simplification of forms and
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

the process
A rolling electoral register
(continuous registration)
Optional online registration
(with the option of registering
with paper forms continuing)
and secure self-service
A move to individual registration only
Enabling a single national
electoral register database
with unique identifiers
A move to verified identity
using one’s Personal Public
Service Number (PPSN)
Data sharing between public
bodies and electoral registration authorities (local authorities) to maintain accuracy
and comprehensiveness
In addition, the Government
is considering:

1. Allowing provisional registra-

2.

tion for 16-17 year olds, with
registration automatically
becoming active on someone’s 18th birthday
Specific registration provision for people with no fixed
address (for example, people experiencing homelessness), to ensure a standard
procedure across the coun-









try
Provision for anonymous
registration for people whose
safety may be at risk if their
details are public on the register (for example, where
court-ordered protections
exist)
Removal of provision for the
edited register. Edited registers are used infrequently but
may no longer be an appropriate use of data connected
with the electoral register.
The Government believes
that these proposals, if implemented, would result in:
Registration in a way that
works for everyone – online
or on paper
A clear and simple process –
one form, one process, one
register – all year round
A single, secure database to
enable cross-local authority
checks while protecting data
Balancing security and ease
of access to protect the integrity of our registration
process
Building an electoral register
that is secure, comprehensive and accurate
Data sharing in the future –
subject to clear standards,
limits and safeguards
Minister Phelan said:
“Reducing the number of
different registration forms;
allowing people to register
online; and introducing a
process of continuous or rolling registration would make
the registration process
much more user-friendly and
similar to the way people
interact with other State services. These changes reflect
changes in how we live today.”
On the public consultation
process the Minister said:
“Public confidence in any
reform of the electoral regis-

tration process is paramount
as the system affects all of
us. The outcome of this consultation process will inform
the development of detailed
proposals for implementation. That is why I encourage

everyone to consider
these proposals and
have their say.”
People can read the proposals
at www.registerreform.gov.ie.
They can make a submission by
emailing registerreform@housin
g.gov.ie or by post to:
Electoral Registration Project
Consultation
Department of Housing, Planning
and Local Government
Custom House
Dublin 1
D01 W6X0
They can also request print copies of the proposals by emailing
the address above.
The deadline for sending in a
submission is 15 March 2019.
All submissions (including
names) will be published on the
website of the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local
Government
(www.housing.gov.ie). All submissions are also subject to
Freedom of Information requests.

‘‘The way
people register
to vote or
amend their
details (for
example,
address) on the
Register of
Electors has not
changed
significantly
since the
foundation of
the State.’’
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Free Social Justice Ireland’s Global Justice Day Seminar
Invitation
Social Justice Ireland's
Global Justice Day Seminar
Friday, 22nd February 2019
Carmelite Community Centre,
56 Aungier Street, Dublin 2

Register Now
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/measuring-progresseconomy-society-and-environment-in-ireland2019-tickets-54965213433?
aff=ebdssbdestsearch#tickets

‘‘At Social
Justice Ireland,
we are
interested in
measuring real
progress, taking
into account the
social and
environmental
factors, as well
as the economic
ones, that
influence our
well-being as a
society.’’

Each year Social Justice Ireland marks United
Nations World Day of Social Justice with a free
seminar looking at Ireland's progress in meeting our
responsibilities under the Global Goals for Sustainable Development (SDGs).
On Friday February 22nd we will launch the
Sustainable Progress Index for 2019. This index is
based around the SDGs. It measures Ireland's
performance on social, economic and environmental
indicators, and compares Ireland with our peer countries in the EU-15. This launch will include a presentation from the authors of the Index, Professor
Charles Clark of St John's University in New York
and Catherine Kavanagh of University College
Cork.
Jennifer Thompson, Coordinator Coalition 2030,
will respond to the Index, and there will be an open
floor discussion.

Attendance is FREE,
but registration is required.
Description
How should we measure progress?
It can often seem that economic growth is the focus
of measurements of societal progress, but the
economy is only one aspect of a well-functioning
and sustainable society.
At Social Justice Ireland, we are interested in
measuring real progress, taking into account the
social and environmental factors, as well as the
economic ones, that influence our well-being as a
society.
Each year Social Justice Ireland marks United
Nations World Day of Social Justice with
a free seminar looking at Ireland's progress in meeting our responsibilities under the Global Goals for
Sustainable Development (SDGs).
On Friday February 22nd we will launch
the Sustainable Progress Index for 2019. This index
is based around the SDGs. It measures Ireland's performance on social, economic and environmental
indicators, and compares Ireland with our peer coun-

tries in the EU-15. This launch will include a presentation from the authors of the Index, Professor
Charles Clark of St John's University in New York
and Catherine Kavanagh of University College Cork.
Jennifer Thompson, Coordinator Coalition 2030, will
respond to the Index, and there will be an open floor
discussion.
Seminar details:
Registration from 9:30
Seminar begins at 10:00
Sustainable
Progress
Index
2018
Dr Catherine Kavanagh, University College Cork
Prof. Charles M.A. Clark, St John's University, New
York. Presentation of the new Index, followed by Q
&A
Tea/Coffee
R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
Jennifer Thompson, Coordinator Coalition 2030,
followed by Q & A.
There will then be an open floor discussion
Closing Remarks at 12:30
Dr Sean Healy, Director, Social Justice Ireland
Register to Attend https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/
measuring-progress-economy-society-andenvironment-in-ireland-2019-tickets-54965213433?
aff=ebdssbdestsearch#tickets
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National Community Day
coming together, not just on
that day, but all year round. As
our society has become a
busier place, people have less
time to get to know their
neighbours. National Community Day will provide a
structure to allow people to
meet each other, have an
enjoyable time at local events
which are devised and driven
by the community.”
‘‘I invite people
Minister Ring concluded:
“Events will take place over
the course of the May Bank
Holiday weekend (4-6 May)
2019. The days will be getting
longer and the summer will be
From: Department of Rural just upon us.
and Community Development

Minister Ring announces
inaugural National Community Day

The Minister Rural and Community Development, Mr
Michael Ring, TD, has today
(20
September
2018)
announced the launch of a
National Community Day, to
be held for the first time on
May Bank Holiday weekend,
2019. Minister Ring has urged
local communities to come up
with ideas for events in their
areas.

“I invite people throughout the
country to begin thinking
about how they can help make
National Community Day
events a success for their local
community.

“The success of this initiative
lies in having local communities decide what events are
most appropriate for their
area. National Community Day
belongs to everyone. We don’t
want to tell communities what
Speaking at the National they should do, events will be
Ploughing Championship in very much driven by communiScreggan,
Tullamore,
Co. ties.
Offaly, Minister Ring said:
“National Community Day is a
celebration of the great spirit
of community that exists
throughout the country and an
effort to facilitate people who
share communities to get
together, get to know each
other and deepen the sense of
community in their area.

“Further details of this exciting
initiative will follow in the
coming weeks and months.”
National Community Day is an
initiative of the Department of
Rural
and
Community
Development in conjunction
with stakeholders.
Arising from consultation with
a number of interested stakeholders, a working group has
been formed to consider the
design of the event. Among
the Group members are
representatives
of
Public
Participation Networks, Local
Community
Development
Committees,
Volun teer
Ireland, Young Social Innovators, Macra na Feirme, Street
Feast and Change X.

throughout the
country to begin
thinking about how
they can help
make National
Community Day
events a success for
their local
community.’’

“The events could include
themes around sport, history,
baking, anything that will help
neighbours to come together.
It could be as simple as
neighbours coming together
for a cup of tea and a chat.
“National Community Day is a
chance for people to foster a
sense of helping each other by

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie
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Community Water Development Fund 2019
‘‘The Fund
aims to
support
communities
in progressing
water related
projects and
initiatives’’

The Local Authority Waters
Programme have launched an
open call for applications for funding
under the Community
Water
Development
Fund
2019 for projects which have a
“natural waters related theme.
The Fund aims to support communities in progressing water related
projects and initiatives, delivering
benefits locally whilst also helping
to meet the objectives of the River
Basin Management Plan for Ireland and the wider EU Water
Framework Directive. This fund is
open to all community and voluntary groups to assist in the protection and management of water
quality, both locally and in the
wider catchment. This can include
the development of a catchment
partnership or River/Lake Trust,
and delivery of local projects to
protect and improve water quality
in a local waterbody.

benefits for present and future
generations. The fund is
administered by the Local
Authority Waters Programme
on behalf of the Department
of Housing, Planning and Local
Government. Types of projects
considered
will
include: Capital projects such
as restoration/habitat conservation/natural flood mitigation measures; Projects that
promote public awareness/
education and events such as
biodiversity days, surveys,
training workshops, surveys
and plans, etc.;

General amenity such as beach
clean, improving amenity areas,
bird watching facilities, etc.
Grants awarded will range from
up to €5,000; up to €10,000 and
up to €25,000. Application Form
and Guidance Notes are availa
b
l
e
at www.watersandcommunities
.ie or by contacting the Waters
and Communities Office at 0761
06 5260 orinfo@lawaters.ie
Closing date for receipt of
applications
is Tues
12 th February 2019 at
7.00pm.

This fund will enable communities to get more involved in the
management of their local water
environment, delivering multiple

Free Beginners Basis Computer Course
DIGITAL SKILLS :
Free Beginners
Basis Computer
Course

‘‘A great course for
the beginners or
nervous user.’’

A great course for the
beginners or nervous
user.
The course will cover
the basics of what you
need to know to get
you started.



Basic keyboard &
mouse skills
WPPN

FEBRUARY

2019



Set up a personal
email account send and receive
e-mail
 Learn how to search the
Internet
 Introduction to online
government services
 Introduction to Facebook
 Learn how to complete
simple online transactions
 Learn how to take pictures and upload them to your
computer and email
 How to create personal
folders file and save them

And much more

Course Duration: 4 x days
2 hours a day
Cost: FREE
The Centre can be
contacted by:
Phone - 044 9345060
email - mullingarcongresscentre@gmail.com
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Information is POWER; is your
Group Getting Information?
One of Westmeath PPN main purposes is to keep groups informed of what is
happening, locally and nationally.

‘‘Have WPPN
got the correct
contact details
for your
group?’’

In order to do this we update our website, create newsletters and make direct
contact with PPN members. We send out information about, events, grants, consultation, plans etc; which is only useful if it is going to the correct group contacts who are then distributing that information to group members.
If you wish to be on our mailing list
or if your Group Contact details need
updating;
please send to Brigid
at info@westmeathppn.ie

€182,000 in Street Cleaning Equipment
Westmeath County Council is investing €182,000 in improved street cleaning equipment. This
sweeper arrived this morning and will be operating in the Mullingar area soon. It’ll be taking
over from the 13 year old model. Well Done WCC

WPPN

FEBRUARY

2019
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Social Innovation Growth
Fund Ireland
Social Innovation Growth Fund
Ireland
Our purpose is to find and back
innovative solutions to critical
social issues in Ireland. We were
created by Government to fill the
gap on funding innovation in the
non-profit sector. Just as innovation is important to economic
growth, we believe that innovation
is crucial to solving Ireland’s social problems.
Ireland has plenty of innovation,
but we fail to spot it, back it, and
spread it. Our purpose is to support the best non-profits, charities
and social enterprises in Ireland so
that they can grow and reach more
people who will benefit from their
crucial work.
In 2013, the Government set a
target for Social Innovation Fund
Ireland to raise over €5 million in
philanthropic funding. We’re delighted to have exceeded that target, by raising over €6 million.And we’re just getting started.
The Programme for Government
has committed to increasing the
scale of SIFI matched funding to
€50 million, creating a potential
€100 million fund for social inno-

vation. This has the potential to be
transformative for Ireland.
OUR MISSION
Our mission is to provide growth
capital and supports to the best
social innovations in Ireland, enabling them to scale and maximize
their impact.
Open for Applications
We are delighted to announce that
the following funds are now open
for application:
the Engage and Educate
2019. http://
www.socialinnovation.ie/
engageandeducate2019/
the Growth Fund 2019. https://
webportalapp.com/sp/login/
growthfund
the Children and Youth Mental
Health Fund
https://webportalapp.com/sp/
login/childrenyouth_mentalhealth
the Children and Youth Education Fund
https://webportalapp.com/sp/
login/childrenyouth_education
Social Enterprise Development
Fund.
http://www.socialinnovation.ie/
socialenterprise-development/











The project must address a
critical social issue
The project proposed must be
innovative in an Irish context
The project must have potential
and a desire to scale or replicate
in Ireland (it may also have potential internationally, but this is
not a requirement)
The project must provide evidence that it is up and running,
or has been tested at least in a
minimal way
The project must be based on
the island of Ireland and make
its main impact in the Republic
of Ireland
Applicants must come from an
entity that has a not-for-profit
legal form e.g. charity, company
limited by guarantee, trust etc

‘‘Our purpose is
to find and back
innovative
solutions to
critical social
issues in

Social Innovation Growth Fund
Ireland Limited, trading as Social
Innovation Fund Ireland.
Office address: Unit 16, Trinity
Technology and Enterprise Campus, Pearse St, Dublin 2, D02
YN67.
Registered address: Ten Earlsfort
Terrace, Dublin 2, D02 T380.
Company no. 529841. RCN
20108014. CHY 21092.

Ireland.’’

2 drop-in information sessions on ‘Heritage Ireland 2030
Thurs 7th Feb Mullingar Library 5-7:30pm.
A drop-in information session on ‘Heritage Ireland 2030’ the new National
Heritage Plan hosted by the Heritage Office of Westmeath County Council.
Thurs 31st Jan Aidan Heavey Library, Athlone, 5-7:30pm.
A drop-in information session on ‘Heritage Ireland 2030’ the new National
Heritage Plan hosted by the Heritage Office of Westmeath County Council.
Everyone Welcome.
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Dog Fouling
To help with dog fouling,
Westmeath County Council have
updated their map of public
litter bins positioned on approach roads, popular walking
routes, and access points to
Greenways around Mullingar.
Please check the locations of
litter bins when planning your
dog walks.
Remember Any Bag, Any Bin!

Community Wetland Forum World Wetland’s Day
Sat 2nd Feb 10 AM – 12:30 PM,
Tyrrellspass Castle Community
Wetland Forum World Wetland’s
Day ‘Working Together Sharing
Knowledge. Free event.
Join us to mark World Wet-

lands Day 2019 in Ireland and
have a conversation about the
important role of wetlands in
respect to climate change. We
also want to discuss how we
as communities can play a
role in the conservation and
protection of wetlands and
peatlands in Ireland.
Students from Moate Community School and Our Lady's
Bower Secondary School
(Athlone) will share their
highly commended projects
from the recent BT Young
Scientist and Technology Exhibition 2019.
Dr Catherine O'Connell will
lead a discussion on the importance of peatlands for cli-

mate change. Catherine is CEO of
the Irish Peatland Conservation Council (IPCC), a voluntary, non governmental organisation with a mission to conserve a representative sample of the peatlands in Ireland for people to enjoy now and in the future.
Dr Vincent Carragher will facilitate an
interactive conversation on how communities can share knowledge, collaborate with each other and prepare themselves to play a vital role in the conservation of natural habitats. Vincent is
leading the Spark Change project, a collaboration between The Wheel and Trinity College Dublin and funded by the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
World Wetlands Day is an
initiative of the Convention
on Wetlands, called
the RAMSAR Convention,
an intergovernmental treaty
that provides the framework for national action
and international coopera-

tion for the conservation and
wise use of wetlands and
their resources. The Irish
Ramsar Wetlands Committee was set up by the Government to assist Ireland in
meeting its requirements as a
signatory to the Convention
For further details and to book your
place see: https://www.eventbrite.ie/
e/working-together-sharingknowledge-tickets-54825954907?
a f f = ef b e v e n tt i x& f b c l i d = I w A R 2 r41ID_pfM57WxcwXcD4d9a_mSuey
V818YeRxutxI276SmoOtZo7rtg4

.
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2 FREE Westmeath PPN Funding Workshops
Are you a community looking for resources, expertise or funding? Would you like to
learn what supports are available to you and how these can be accessed? Come to a free
and practical workshop, where you will be provided with information on the supports
and funding opportunities currently available and how it can be accessed.

‘‘Are you a
community
looking for
resources,
expertise or
funding?’’

Date: Monday 25th February
Time: 18.00- 20.30
Place: Shamrock Lodge Hotel Athlone
Date: Tuesday 26th February
Time: 18.00- 20.30
Place: Bloomfield House Hotel Mullingar
Finger food at 6pm; presentations kick off at 6.30
Please circulate to members of your Group. Two representatives from each group are
invited to attend.
Please confirm your attendance to Brigid by email info@westmeathppn.ie
or by phone at 044 93 32157 by Wednesday 20th February, 2019.

Chime Outreach Clinic Mullingar
Chime (formerly Deaf Hear)

‘‘Services on
offer are
cleaning, minor
repair ,
servicing etc all free.’’

Clinic held in 1428 Club on
last
Friday
of
every
month.
Services on offer
Hearing Aid cleaning, minor
repair, servicing etc - All
free.
Small number of cases hearing equipment would need to
be sent away for repair and
would incur cost. Batteries
for majority of hearing aids
available at €2 per packet, a
huge saving.
It is a drop in service and
available for anyone and
everyone.
Debbie Daly
1428 Active Retirement Club
2,
Harbour
Street,
Mullingar, Co Westmeath.
044 9384290 / 087 7646239

WPPN

FEBRUARY
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Westmeath PPN
The Voice of the Community
Westmeath PPN is a formal network,
which allows communications with community
groups around the county.
Westmeath PPN give citizens a greater say in
local government decisions which affect
their own communities.
Our democracy is strengthened, by allowing diverse
views and interests to be considered as part of the
decision making process of local Government.
The result is more transparent,
better informed & improved decisions.
Keep in touch, stay informed, news,
grants available, upcoming events
and what other groups are doing log on & register with

www.westmeathppn.ie
Westmeath PPN - Public Participation Network
Community Section, Westmeath County Council
Áras an Chontae, Mullingar. Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N
Phone: 044 9332157 Email: info@westmeathppn.ie
Web: www.westmeathppn.ie

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie

