Westmeath PPN

What is the aim of
Westmeath PPN?

Public
Participation
Network

Our aim is to support
community groups &
co-ordinate how the
community in Westmeath
is represented.
We also aim to:
Make our members stronger:
and keep our members
informed about local
developments
What does Westmeath
PPN do?
We empower our member
groups to influence policy
makers.
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2018 has been a very busy and exciting year for Westmeath Public Participation Network (WPPN),
with many events, meetings, new members and consultations. We are so very grateful to all of the
WPPN reps who give so generously of their time, energy, knowledge and sense of community to
make WPPN ‘the voice of the Community’
Our members’ involvement in our activities makes us strong and effective. Westmeath PPN has now
more than 640 members and includes community and voluntary based groups from all over
Westmeath.
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Some of WPPN activities in 2018

Westmeath PPN has sent over 70,000 informational emails 2018

Organised 2 Annual Resource and Funding workshops

Compiled & Issued 7 PPN Monthly Newsletters

PPN website up and running www.westmeathppn.ie

Organised: 2 Plenary meetings

2 Municipal District Public meetings

4 PPN Reps to Mullingar Municipal District (MMD) meetings

4PPN Reps to Athlone Municipal District (AMD) meetings

3 PPN Delegates to Joint Policing Committee (JPC) meetings

13 Secretariat meetings to date

Hosted the National PPN Conference in Athlone in October with over 300 over 2 days

Lead organiser and host of Midland Region Public Participation Network

WPPN made submissions on behalf of member groups to MMD, AMD & JPC
A primary function of Westmeath PPN is to consult with and organise feedback from our
members. To date WPPN has developed consultation feedback to many documents on a local
and national level; see page 17 of this newsletter for full list.
The aim of WPPN is to co-ordinate how the community in Westmeath is represented. We also aim to
make our members stronger; and keep our members informed about local developments.
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WPPN makes its members stronger by helping them to be better able to contribute positively to the
community and engage with the County Council and other local bodies.

7

9
9
10

We provide a space for policy development on issues of community concern.
We keep our members informed by providing information to our members and we receive
information. The activities of the Westmeath PPN enable our members to contribute to the wellbeing
of the County
We have more than 60 representatives on various County Council committees, including
representation on other local agency boards and committees. This gives members eyes, ears and a
voice in local decision making.
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Once again A Massive Thank You to all WPPN reps and especially our hard working, dedicated
Secretariat members.
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Wishing you and yours every good wish for the New Year
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Stay in Touch: www.westmeathppn.ie
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What is the PPN - Public Participation Network ?
What is the PPN?
The PPN is the national framework for
public engagement and participation
that is now well established and supported within the Westmeath Local
Authority area. The establishment of
Public Participation Networks is part
of a national reform process which is
changing the way local government
and citizens engage with each other.
The Public Participation Network
(PPN) is organised in accordance
with the Westmeath Local Authority.
The PPN is the main link through
which the local authority connects
with the community and voluntary,
social inclusion and environmental
sectors.
How does it work?
The PPN is made up of Community
and Voluntary, Social Inclusion and
Environmental organisations that are
registered to the PPN. These are the
three electoral colleges of the PPN and
groups who register with the PPN will
be required to select the Electoral
College that is most relevant to their
aims and activities.
The PPN acts as the hub around which
information is distributed and
received. It facilitates networking,
identify issues of common concern,

and elect representatives onto decision
making bodies such as the Joint Policing
Committee, Strategic Policy Committees
and the Local Community Development
Committees.
What is its aim?
The aim of the PPN is to facilitate and
enable as many groups and organisations as
possible, operating within the wider
community, to articulate and give a voice
to, the diverse range of views, issues and
interests within the local government
system. It also aims to give a strong voice
to the more marginalised groups in society
and to the environment groupings. It results
in the creation of one county register for all
groups thereby creating a stronger voice for
the whole sector with more possibilities for
increased citizen engagement.
The PPN operates at two levels:
 At Municipal District level which is a
new tier of local government at sub
county level and,
 At a County-Wide level.
Westmeath Municipal Districts
Two Municipal Public Participation
Networks (PPN) are Athlone Municipal
PPN and Mullingar Municipal PPN. All
Groups register and choose to be included
in either of the three colleges or pillars (i.e.
social inclusion, community & voluntary
and environment)











Social Inclusion (groups
focused on people experiencing
disadvantage and inequality)
Community & Voluntary
(groups involved in local
development, sports social
clubs etc)
Environment (groups focused
on protecting the environment
and sustainable development)
Westmeath PPN has:
A County Plenary which
operates at County level dealing
with County level issues.
2 Municipal PPNs which
operates in each of the two
Municipal District dealing with
issues at a municipal level.
Linkage Groups which will
form to deal with specific issues
and support nominees in their
participatory role. This will
form part of the accountability
and feedback mechanism for
the PPN.

A Secretariat at County level that
acts as facilitation administration
and communication mechanism for
the PPN

Sourcing Images—Ireland’s War of Independence
Sourcing Photographs: Tyrone Productions is producing a new documentary series charting Ireland’s journey post 1916 to 1922, the period commonly referred to as Ireland’s War of independence.
‘‘images of local
Westmeath old
IRA Units/flying
columns at that
time as well as
images of RIC
units/men’’

They are very keen to portray activity as it happened at the time all over the country and are particularly interested in images of local Westmeath old IRA Units/flying columns at that time
as well as images of RIC units/men.
If you are in possession of any photographs which
may be of interest, or aware of any local collections please contact Martina Moloney (01) 889
4945.
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PPN - What’s in it for my Group?
Networking
When you are a member of
Westmeath PPN, you can:

‘‘We keep groups
informed about
community
supports and we
act as an
information hub for
our members’’

* Meet similar groups across the
country
* Collaborate on projects
* Exchange skills & knowledge
*Learn more about one another
and
* Share experiences
Information
We keep groups informed about
community supports and we act as
an information hub for our members. We:
*Publish a monthly newsletter
* Maintain a website; which is a
treasure of information on everything from events to funding to
learning opportunities.
It is also a free marketing tool for
Westmeath PPN groups
Representation
We have more than 61 representatives on 18 various county

‘‘All private
owners of
country
houses are
encouraged to
participate in
this survey’’,

WPPN

JANUARY

committees & structures, with
this number rising all the time.
This gives members eyes, ears
and a voice in local decision
making.

Westmeath PPN Representatives are democratically * PPN work plan
elected by PPN members at * County Development Plan
county plenary.
* Town & Village Plans
* Climate change strategy
Funding
* County Heritage Plan
We keep members up to date * Joint Policing Committee
with the latest funding sup- * Westmeath Heritage Plan
ports available to your organi- * Heritage Forum
sation.
* Active Retirement Ireland
* Age Friendly Strategy
Publicity
* Town & village Renewal
Members can advertise their Scheme
events for free on our website * Mobile coverage Survey
and include news in our * Water Framework Directive
monthly newsletter. We also * Youth Work Ireland
highlight the work of our * National Broadband Plan
members through our Member * River Basin
Spotlight’ initiative. Each * Future of Policing in Ireland
month, we hope to publish a * Library Strategy
short biography of one of our * Arts, Creative Ireland &
member groups on our website Libraries
and in our newsletter.
* Suicide Prevention Action Plan

Irish Historic Houses Association is rerunning its country house audit survey as
part of the Action Plan for the Sustainable
Future of the Irish Historic House in Private
Ownership. All private owners of country
houses are encouraged to participate in this
survey, which will help to establish how
Ireland's country houses and their owners
are situated, information that is urgently
required when future policies are being formulated. The survey can only be completed
on-line and owners can be assured that
their answers will remain unidentifiable and

2019

Consultation
Members can take part in and be
consulted on issues, strategies and
programmes that are relevant to
you, such as the:

anonymous. House owners should enter https://www.ihh.ie/survey/ to reach the
survey and then follow the instructions. The
survey will remain open until the February
15th 2019.
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WPPN Representation on Structures 2018
Westmeath PPN has 61 Reps on 18 structures in the county including:

‘‘Well Done and
massive Thank
You to All WPPN
Reps on All
Structures’’

 Strategic Policy Committees -SPCs,
 Local Community Development Committee –LCDC
 Joint Policing Committee – JPC
 Age Friendly Council, Westmeath Community Development
 Primary Care Forum
 Midlands Regional Alcohol & Drugs Task Force
We have more than 60 representatives on various County Council committees, with this
number rising all the time. We also have representation on other local agency boards and
committees. This gives members eyes, ears and a voice in local decision making.
Here WPPN offers a sincere vote of thanks to ALL of the Reps on ALL of the Structures who
give of their time, talent and experience to represent you the members of Westmeath PPN

WPPN—where are we going in 2019?
 Continue to inform and communicate with our member groups
 Consult with members on local, regional & national issues
 Continue to seek funding, formulate required plans to meet with Health & Safety
requirements, progress works to open Westmeath PPN Hub – Market House
Mullingar
 Development of a PPN Well-being Statement for Westmeath
 We will organise workshops and information evenings on issues that our members select. These typically run during the autumn and spring.
 We keep members up to date with the latest funding supports available to your
organisation.
 Carry Out Action Plan as agreed at WPPN Plenary December 2018

WPPN

JANUARY

2019
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Midlands Region PPN set up in 2018
Westmeath PPN has been at the fore front of organising a Midlands Region Public Participation Network;
the purpose of which is too:

Support each county Secretariat & resource workers


Pool knowledge & Skills



Pool resources for training



Issues of Geographical Nature (Neighbouring counties)



Funding



Collaboration on training cost etc



Advocacy



Consultations



PPN lobbying group

Heritage in the Community Grants Scheme 2019 is now open
In support of the Waterways Ireland Heritage Plan 2016-2020 we are delighted to announce the Heritage
in the Community Grants Scheme 2019 is now open for application! A fund of €20,000 has been allocated
to assist community based heritage projects which compliment or fulfil the delivery of the Waterways Ireland Heritage Plan along the Barrow Navigation, Erne System, Grand Canal, Lower Bann, Royal Canal,
Shannon, Shannon-Erne, and the Ulster Canal (Upper Lough Erne to Clones).
Applications will be considered from communities seeking assistance for projects related to inland waterways' heritage including data collection & research, good heritage practice in managing sites, collections,
objects, etc. And support fresh approaches and initiatives that link heritage to communities, promoting
active engagement with heritage.

Visit www.waterwaysireland.org/heritageplanopenday for more information.
The deadline for receipt of completed applications is January,31 2019 (by email or post). Application form on https://westmeathppn.ie/node/664
Important information (please refer to Application Form and Eligibility Criteria for further details):

‘‘Heritage in
the
Community
Grants
Scheme
2019 is now
open for
application’’

1. All decisions relating to the assessment of grant applications will be based on the degree to which they
compliment the strategic aims and actions from the Waterways Ireland Heritage Plan 2016-2020.

2. The Application Form and Guidelines should be reviewed for clear information on project eligibility.
3. Any grant-aided project not completed within the specified timeframe will be subject to clawback of
awarded monies.

4. Only one grant per organisation is permitted.
Grants up to €1,500 / £1,200 are available.

5. Successful grant recipients may receive a par-

tial upfront payment (up to 50%) but this will be
reviewed on a case by case needs assessment i.e.
where projects can be successfully initiated without
grant aid, the full amount will be payable upon successful completion of the project.
This Grant Scheme has an appeals process.
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‘’WPPN has
been busy
in 2018’’

Westmeath PPN Communications 2018
WPPN keep groups informed
about community supports and
we act as an information hub for
our members.
WPPN: publish a monthly newsletter (7 to date); and maintain a
website. WPPN website has a
funding opportunities page and a
community resources page.
WPPN gather information on
Government and agency programmes that may be of use to
you.
WPPN also hope to highlight the
work of our members through
our ‘Member Spotlight’ initiative.
Each month, we hope to publish a
short biography of one of our
member groups on our website
and in our newsletter.

Members can advertise their
events for free on our website
and include news in our
monthly newsletter.
In 2018 Westmeath PPN has:
 sent over 70,000 informational emails 2018
 Organised 2 Annual Resource
and Funding workshops
 Compiled & Issued 7 PPN
Monthly Newsletters
 Organised: 2 Plenary meetings
 2 Municipal District Public
meetings
 4 PPN Reps to MMD meetings
 4PPN Reps to AMD meetings
 3 PPN Delegates to JPC meetings
 14 Secretariat meetings

WPPN & Athlone Municipal District 2018






14 MMD PPN groups made 29 Submissions to Athlone Municipal Districts in 2017
for 2018 Budgets
of these 29 submissions,
9 were acted upon by Athlone Municipal District and
6 are planned for implementation and
11 were referred to relevant agency or organisation

‘‘Well done
Athlone
AMD Reps’’

WPPN

JANUARY

2019
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WPPN & Mullingar Municipal District 2018
 34 Mullingar Municipal District PPN groups made 69 Submissions to Mullingar Municipal
Districts in 2017 for 2018 Budgets
Of these 69 submissions,
 13 were acted upon by Mullingar Municipal District and
 17 are planned for implementation and
 19 were referred to relevant agency or organisation

‘‘Well done
WPPN Reps
to AMD’’

WPPN & Joint Policing Committee 2018
Westmeath Joint Policing Committee
(JPC) is a partnership between Westmeath County Council, An Garda
Síochána and the Community. The
membership comprises of senior Local
Authority Officers, senior Garda
Officers, Elected Representatives,
Oireachtas Members & Representatives of Community & Voluntary
groups from PPN.
The
Westmeath
Joint
Policing
Committee is intended to be a forum
for discussion and a means of building
confidence, trust and safety in the
county. In doing this, the Westmeath
JPC seeks to prioritise key community
policing policy issues and identify
initiatives which will contribute to
improved
community
policing,
prevention and reduction of future
crime in County Westmeath.
The Purpose of the Joint Policing
Committee (JPC) is to provide a forum

where the Local Authority and
Garda, responsible for policing the
area, consult with Oireachtas
Members and community interests
who can make recommendations on
matters affecting the policing of the
area to contribute to the improved
safety and quality of life of the community.
In accordance with national JPC
guidelines the focus of the JPC's
work is "strategic" rather than
"operational". The JPC is required to
develop a six year Strategic Plan
linked appropriately with the Local
and Economic Community Plan for
the area. County Westmeath JPC
adopted its Strategic Work Plan 2OI5
-2O2Oin April 2015.
The plan sets out five strategic goals:
1) Inclusive Consultation
2l Community Policing
3) Crime prevention and victim
support

4l Public Safety
5) Road Safety
Four key achievements of the JPC
during the year:
Regular engagement
and communication
with
An
Garda
Síochána in Westmeath Division
(encompassing Athlone and Mullingar
Districts) regarding crime analysis,
crime prevention and community
policing in the County. 5 meetings held
A Progress Report from the Working
Group in relation to Crime and
Anti-Social behaviour in the Built Environment
 Westmeath County Council’s revised
Antisocial Behavior Strategy
 Tenants Handbook
 JPC Public Meeting
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Volunteering Strategy – Call for Input
The document is a ‘Call for
Input’ (CFI) by the Department of Rural and Community Development (the Department) to inform and
seek views from stakeholders on key topics under
consideration to develop a
National Strategy on Volunteering (the Strategy).
The purpose of this document is to:
1. Inform stakeholders of the
proposed volunteering strategy;

‘‘The outcome of
this CFI and
potentially the
input from a
proposed
National Advisory
Group will inform
the
Department’s
development of
this volunteering
strategy.’’

2. Seek views from stakeholders on what constitutes
volunteering;
3. Invite comments and proposals on the CFI including
additional and emerging
considerations which may
further inform the Strategy.

sions made on the Submission Form will be considered.
How do I make a submission?
To return a submission electronically, please download
the Submission Form and
send your completed submiss
i
o
n
to volunteer@drcd.gov.ie in
Word.doc format. Please note
that returning the submissions in this format is required to facilitate the collation of information. If you
wish, you may also return
your submission in PDF format and Word.doc format.
The subject line of your submission
should
read
‘Volunteering CFI Submission.’

The outcome of this CFI and
potentially the input from a
proposed National Advisory
Group will inform the
Department’s development
of this volunteering strategy.

What address should I
send hardcopy applications to?
To return a submission in
hard copy, please download
the Submission Form and
send your completed submission to the address below:
Ben Richardson

If you would like to contribute your views on volunteering, please download the
Submission Form.

An
Roinn
Forbartha
Tuaithe agus Pobail
Department of Rural and
Community Development

The closing date for submissions is 3pm on Thursday,
14 February 2018.

Trinity Point, 10-11 Sráid
Laighean Theas, Baile Atha
Cliath 2, D02 EF85

Submissions received after
this time and date will not be
considered. Only submis-

Trinity Point, 10-11 Leinster
Street South, Dublin 2, D02
EF85

Will my submission be subject to the Freedom of Information?
Yes, all materials received by
the Department will be subject
to the Freedom of Information
(FOI) Act. This means that all
materials submitted during the
CFI could be released to a
wider audience on request.
What will happen to my submission?
Submissions will be assessed
and key themes identified. The
feedback received in this CFI
will inform the development of
a draft strategy on volunteering which will then go for full
formal public consultation. The
Department intends to publish
all submissions on the Department website.
Other
queries
submissions

on

If you require a Submission
Form in another format (for
example, big print), or have
any other query, please contact volunteer@drcd.gov.ie or
(076) 100 6950 or:
Ben Richardson
An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe
agus Pobail
Trinity Point, 10-11 Sráid Laighean Theas, Baile Atha Cliath 2,
D02 EF85
Department of Rural and Community Development
Trinity Point, 10-11 Leinster
Street South, Dublin 2, D02
EF85
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Built Heritage Grant Schemes 2019
Built Heritage Grant Schemes 2019
Westmeath County Council in conjunction
with the Department of Culture, Heritage,
and the Gaeltacht are inviting applications for the ‘Historic Structures
Fund’ and ‘Built Heritage Investment
Scheme’.
For details and application forms see:

ht t p: / / www.west m e a t hcoco.i e/
conservationgrants
Closing date for receipt of applications is
close of business on the 31st January
2019.

National Biodiversity Conference and Awards
The Together for Biodiversity
Awards
are
part
of
the National Biodiversity
Conference, which takes
place at Dublin Castle on
20th and 21st February
2019.
People Together for Biodiversity Award (open to community
groups)
Category A: Small community
group project, run on less than
€3,000 budget;
Category B: Large community
group project, run on more

than €3,000 budget https://
iwt.ie/biodiversity-awards/
people-together-forbiodiversity-award/
Local Biodiversity Champion
Award (open to individuals)
Category C: Project run by an
Individual
https://iwt.ie/
biodiversity-awards/local -

Heritage Ireland 2030
Heritage Ireland 2030: A new National Heritage Plan is being prepared by the Dept. of Culture,
Heritage & Gaeltacht. Public consultation is now
open. This is your opportunity to have your say
on a new strategy for Heritage in Ireland.
You can download the document and consultation
forms https://www.chg.gov.ie/heritage/
heritageireland2030 or
www.westmeathppn.ie

Consultation runs until the end of February 2019.

biodiversity-champion-award/
Learning Together for Biodiversity Award (open to schools)
Category D: Project run by a
School – leading on biodiversity
through education https://
iwt.ie/biodiversity-awards/
learning-together-forbiodiversity-award/

‘The Together
for Biodiversity
Awards are part
of the National
Biodiversity
Conference,’’
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HSE MIDLANDS (Laois/Offaly and Longford/Westmeath)
Suicide Behaviour Awareness & Training Programmes-2019
SafeTALK is a 3½ hr ‘suicide alertness’ programme that prepares participants to identify and engage with
persons who may be having thoughts of suicide by using the steps of TALK (Tell, Ask, Listen and
Keepsafe)
Information on supports and resources available locally, regionally and nationally are also
provided. Dates of programmes are outlined below. Individual safeTALK Workshops can be delivered upon
request to groups with a minimum of 12 participants by contacting the HSE Resource Officer for Suicide
Prevention for your area (see below).
Tullamore:
January 29th; March 7th;
April 16th; June 11th;
September 24th;
November 7th.

Portlaoise:
February 12th;
March 26th; May 28th
July 9th; October
15th; December 10th.

Mullingar:
January 30th,
June 26th,
November 6th.

Athlone:
March 13th,
September 25th,
November 27th.

Longford:
February 20th,
October 23rd.

Understanding Self-Harm (USH)
This 1 day awareness training programme covers issues relating to self-harm including definitions, prevalence
rates, myths, causes, why people self-harm and helpful responses. DVD clips containing contributions from
service providers and individuals with lived life experience of self-harm supplement the programme. See dates
below:
DATE:
‘‘Information
on supports
and

VENUE:

February 5

th

February 13

th

April 11th
May 15th

Tullamore, Co. Offaly

DATE:

VENUE:

th

July 11

Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
st

Longford, Co. Longford.

October 1

Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

November 20th

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Athlone, Co. Westmeath

th

November 28

Tullamore, Co. Offaly.

resources
available
locally,
regionally
and
nationally
are also
provided.’’

A.S.I.S.T. (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) is a 2-day skills based, intensive, interactive
and practice-dominated Workshop designed to help Caregivers recognise the immediate risk of suicide and
learn how to respond and be in a position to provide immediate safety, help and information to individuals
whose
lives
may
be
at
risk.
W orkshop
dates
are
outlined
be
low:
DATE:
VENUE:
DATE:
VENUE:
January 22nd / 23rd

Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

June 12th / 13th

Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

February 6th / 7th
February 27th / 28th

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.
Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

July 1st / 2nd
September 17th / 18th

Tullamore, Co. Offaly.
Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

March 11th / 12th
April 3rd / 4th

Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Longford, Co. Longford.

September 25th / 26th
October 16th / 17th

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.
Longford, Co. Longford.

May 14th / 15th

Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

November 13th / 14th

Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

May 22

nd

/ 23

rd

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

nd

December 2 /3

rd

Tullamore, Co. Offaly.

To register on any of the above programmes, log onto
https://bookwhen.com/suicidepreventiontrainingmidlands
or contact the HSE Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention as listed below:
Laois/Offaly: Josephine Rigney: Email: josephine.rigney@hse.ie or Mobile: (086) 815 7850
Longford/Westmeath : Eddie Ward: Email: eddie.ward@hse.ie or Mobile: (086) 380 1152

WPPN
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Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the
Eastern and Midland Region Draft Public Consultation
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Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly
Ballymun Civic Centre
Main Street Ballymun
Dublin
05/12/2018
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland Region
Draft Public Consultation
To Whom it concerns,
The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly was established in January 2015 under the reform of local government in Ireland, it is part of the regional tier of governance in Ireland. One of the principal functions of the
Assembly is the delivery of a Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES), a new concept in Irish planning
where not only the spatial but also the economic factors that set out the future of the Region are brought together into one all-encompassing strategy. The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly is currently engaged
in the preparation of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Assembly area, covering the 12 local
authority areas of Dublin City, Fingal, South Dublin, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Louth, Meath, Kildare, Wicklow, Longford, Westmeath, Offaly and Laois. The Assembly commenced the process of formulating a RSES for
the region with an initial public consultation on an Issues Paper that was made available for public comment
between 20th November 2017 and 16th February 2018. Submissions were sought on relevant strategic planning and economic development matters. 171 submissions were received during the consultation process and
a Director’s Report on the submissions was prepared.
The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly has now prepared a draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the whole of the Eastern and Midland Region for the period 2019-2031, as required under section 24
(4) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2018.
The objective of the RSES shall be to support the implementation of the National Planning Framework – Ireland 2040 and the economic policies and objectives of the Government by providing a long-term planning and
economic framework which shall be consistent with the NPF and the economic policies or objectives of the
Government. An Environmental Report has been prepared in accordance with the SEA Directive and the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations S.I. No. 436/2004 (as amended),
accompanied by a Regional Flood Risk Appraisal Report. A Natura Impact Report (to inform the Appropriate
Assessment) has also been prepared in accordance with Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, the Planning and
Development Act 2000-2018, and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations S.I.
No. 477/2011 (as amended).
The draft RSES and associated documents are now placed on public display and copies are available at our
office. The documents may also be inspected online at www.emra.ie
Submissions or observations on the draft strategy or associated environmental reports will be received between 5th November 2018 and 5pm on the 23rd January 2019 (both dates inclusive) through one of the following media: Online: www.emra.ie/rses Email: rses@emra.ie Mail: Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly,
3rd Floor North, Ballymun Civic Centre, Main Street, Ballymun, Dublin, D09 C8P5
The Regional Assembly will consider all submissions made in writing within the stated period before adopting the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
Regards,
Ronan Fallon
Senior Executive Planner
Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly

‘Submissions
were sought on
relevant
strategic
planning and
economic
development
matters.’’
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Be winter Ready
Digital Skills Courses for
Citizens are held
in
S.W.E.E.T.S Kilbeggan
Contact: Ph: (057)933 2030
Email: info@sweets.ie www.sweets.ie
Winter readiness is a challenge for individuals
and communities across Ireland each year, and
calls for cooperation and collaboration
between many different groups.

Booklets & poster are
available on PPN website :
https://
westmeathppn.ie/
node/589

The Department of Rural and Community
Development (DRCD) has a unique role to play
in fostering the links that bring communities
together. Our mission is to “promote rural and
community development and to support
vibrant, inclusive and sustainable communities
throughout Ireland.”
‘‘Do you have
your
neighbours’
contact
details?
How can you
help each
other?’’

Strengthening community links helps to
improve preparedness for emergencies.
Experience has shown that active preparation
leads to a better response in an emergency,
leading to the best possible outcome for all
concerned. This preparedness enables the
community to come together to use locally
identified resources (people and equipment)
during an emergency affecting their
community, such as the flooding and heavy
snowfall of recent years.
Although the response to challenging weather
events is coordinated by the Office of
Emergency Planning (OEP), communities have
an important role to play in emergencies.
Central to this is neighbours knowing each
other and working together. Being prepared,
knowing your neighbours and working
together will help to ensure that you and your
community are winter ready in the months
ahead.
Know Your Community
Is your community based around an apartment
building, a housing estate, a street, a road or a
village? Is there a local residents’ association
or community alert group?
Neighbourhood Supports
Do you have your neighbours’ contact details?
How can you help each other? For example, do
you or your neighbour have an off-road vehicle
or medical experience?
Planning
What emergencies might your community
have to plan for? For example, fire, flooding,
snow, power outage, water shortage or
accessibility problems.
Vulnerable Neighbours

WPPN

JANUARY

2019

Are some of your neighbours particularly vulnerable?
For example, older people, people with disabilities or
mobility problems, neighbours with young children or
people without access to transport.

BUILDING STRONG COMMUNITIES
BEING PREPARED
Remember







Know your Eircode
Know your GP’s Contact Details
Get the flu vaccine
Keep your phone charged
Keep warm, eat well and avoid unnecessary travel
Know how to turn off your utility services
(electricity, gas, water) in your home
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The GLAS Traditional Farm Buildings Grant Scheme

Conserved

The GLAS Traditional Farm

10:30am – 1:30pm Open

builder will be at hand to

under GLAS

Buildings Grant Scheme will

Day to view Traditional

answer queries in relation

open for applications in early

Farm Buildings Conserved

to

January 2019. If you are inter-

under

GLAS

Whitehill,

ested in finding out more

Farm

Buildings

Buildings

about this scheme you may

Scheme provided by the Heri-

Grant

like to attend the open day on

tage Council. The owner, con-

30th

servation

Traditional
Farm

Scheme
provided by
the Heritage
Council’’
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Nov.

Fri

30th

Nov.

Traditional
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Grant

and

this

grant

scheme

Edgeworth-

town N39 H210
https://
www.heritagecouncil.ie/
projects/traditional-farmbuildings-grant-scheme
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Wellness Cafe Opens
We have opening our wellness
cafe in the Galway Roast every
Friday at 7pm until end of
March 2019 and maybe
longer.

mediation, food, fitness,
wellness or just chilling, this
place is for you to have fun
and be sober. We want to
create a cosy and homely
ambiance so everyone feels
The main focus is creating a welcome. Every Friday night
safe space for people to meet, from the 23rd at 7 pm which
connect with others and have is our grand opening.
a meaningful place to go on a
night out with friends or to This cafe project is partly
meet someone.
supported by lottery community funding for the CHO8
This will be alternative venue area in partnership with the
for entertainment, relaxing, Galway Roast Mullingar and
and social interaction. We Transformative
Recovery
want Alcohol free venues to College.
become a normal choice for
people and make sober sexy. Hope you can help us in this
The next generation need us initiative.
to help them find spaces that
are inclusive and open to all Warm regards
ages.
Alice McDonnell
So if its comedy, music, poetry, 085 143 0909

Cullion | “Volunteerism and Active Citizenship
On January 31st 2019, a unique event is
being staged in the Mullingar Park Hotel. At
the event the part that volunteers play in
community life will be recognised.
Speakers will encourage as many people as
possible to devote a small amount of time
and effort on a voluntary basis for the
betterment of their locality.
This event will be of interest to anybody
who is involved in any voluntary activity.
Those wishing to attend the event are
advised to book their ticket in advance.
Tickets cost €10.00
Many people have skills and talents that
would be of tremendous benefit to small
community groups that are often stretched
to their limit. No matter where you live
there is a group or organisation in your
locality that you can assist if you have the
will to do so.
The January 31st event is being organised
by three groups that are active in the
Cullion area, Cullion Amenity Development .

Group, Cullion Camogie
Club and Cullion Hurling
Club
A number of personalities
will be attending the event
and the achievements and
efforts of some individuals
and groups will be acknowledged on the night.
Amongst those attending will be Joe Connolly
the captain of Galway’s 1980 All Ireland
winning team and Ann Downey the Manager of
the Kilkenny Senior Camogie Team. The
achievement of the Mullinalaghta football team
which has given encouragement not only to
GAA clubs in small rural communities but also
to community groups of all sorts will be recognised.
It is hoped that the efforts of a personality who
came to prominence in 2018 will also be recognised although the details of the format for that
part of the event have not been finalised at the
time of writing.
Further
details
can
www.culliongaa.com
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Theme for Heritage Week 2019:
Pastimes | Past Times
Heritage Week 17-25 August 2019

Pastimes | Past Times
As you dust off the board games and prepare for the wren boys we're delighted to share our theme
for Heritage Week 2019: Pastimes | Past Times.
From 17-25 August we encourage you to take a stroll through history and explore how our free time
has evolved in often fascinating ways. Our pastimes today have been shaped by hundreds of years
of storytelling, craft, sport and music.
Tell the story from fireside audiences thrilled by ancient epics to online communities bonding over
boxsets. Show how traditional crafts are growing in popularity as a new generation discovers the joy
of handmaking. Explore hurling’s long journey from Cú Chulainn to Croke Park. Discover how our
modern music festivals have nothing on the hedonism of Donnybrook Fair in the 1800’s!
Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir.

Get Involved
Coordinated by the Heritage Council, National Heritage Week is Ireland’s most popular cultural event
and in 2019 half a million people are expected to participate in over 2,200 heritage events. National
Heritage Week is part of European Heritage Days which promote Europe’s common cultural heritage.
During Heritage Week everyone will have the chance to connect with their heritage; to enjoy, appreciate and share it.
What to get involved as an event organiser? It’s as easy as 1,2,3.
Choose your event from our 100 Event Ideas Booklet or think of your own event idea!
Visit www.heritageweek.ie to learn about planning and promoting your event.
Register your event from 1 May 2019.
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Westmeath PPN Plenary 5th Dec 2018
Westmeath Public Participation Network Plenary meeting was held
on 5th December 2018, Bloomfield House Hotel. We were delighted with the attendance of almost 130 people; thank you to
everyone who attended
Master of Ceremonies for the event was Anne Drury, WPPN
Secretariat member.
The plenary agenda consisted of:
 A presentation on Westmeath PPN Website by Vanessa Liston
 WPPN Presentation on PPN 2018 by Maureen McCormack
Secretariat member.
 Sustainable Energies Communities – Clare Cable of ORS
 Volunteer Centre & Westmeath Community Development
Training opportunities by Michelle Raleigh
 Longford Westmeath Local Link by Damien O’Neill Manager of
Local Link Longford Westmeath
 Westmeath County Council Community Section – Grants 2019
Get ready by Hugh O’Reilly SEO
 Consultation Piece - Draft PPN Workplan

‘‘Kevin Brady
current Chairperson
of WPPN presented
special awards to the
5 Westmeath
Community groups
which facilitated the
National PPN
Conference Field
Trips on 11th Oct.’’

Stands were also present for:
 Westmeath Community Development (WCD) & Volunteer Centre
 An Garda Síochána (Community Gardai)
 ORS - Engineering A Sustainable Future
 Longford Westmeath Local Link
 Westmeath PPN
 And PPN website registration assistance
Kevin Brady Current Chairperson of WPPN presented special
awards to the 5 Westmeath Community groups which facilitated
the National PPN Conference Field Trips on 11th Oct.
 Moate Action Group
 South Westmeath Employment Education Training Services
(S.W.E.E.T.S) Kilbeggan
 Milltownpass Action Group
 Monsignor McCarthy Family Resource Centre
 Willow Park Residents Association
There was an additional 4 field Trips from the National PPN Conference on 11th Oct neighbouring counties:
 Ferbane Food Campus
 Pullough Community Shop
 Fourmile House/Kilbride Community Centre & Community Shop
 Enfield Tidy Towns
Presentations to above four was made at their various AGMs etc
in November & December
Once again Thank you to all who have made the National PPN
Conference possible; especially the Communities of Moate,
Kilbeggan & Milltownpass, Battery Heights & Willow Park,
Fourmilehouse & Kilbride, Ferbane & Pullagh and Enfield..you
inspired all of us

WPPN Consultation 2018
A primary function of Westmeath PPN is to consult with and
organise feedback from our members. To date WPPN has
developed consultation feedback to several documents on a
local and national level including
 County Development Plan
 Heritage Plan
 SICAP Programme
 County Stakeholder Action Group for Drugs and Alcohol
 National Community Enterprise Programme.
 Leader Programme
 CE Community Employment Scheme
 Town & Village Plans
 Climate Change Strategy
 County Heritage Plan
 Joint Policing Committee
 Westmeath Heritage Plan
 Heritage Forum
 Active Retirement Ireland
 Age Friendly Strategy
 Town & village Renewal Scheme
 Mobile Coverage Survey
 Water Framework Directive
 Youth Work Ireland
 National Broadband Plan
 River Basin
 Future of Policing in Ireland
 Library Strategy
 Arts, Creative Ireland & Libraries
 Suicide Prevention Action Plan
 Seasonal Clock Changes
 Heritage Ireland 2030
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‘‘A primary function of
Westmeath PPN is to consult
with and organise feedback
from our members.’’

Midland Region ARI Christmas Party
On Sunday 25th November
2018, The Midland Region of
Active Retirement Ireland held
their annual Christmas Lunch.
We certainly had a most enjoyable afternoon. We celebrated
the event in Bloomfield House
Hotel, Mullingar Co Westmeath
starting at 12.30m with mulled
wine reception, followed by a
very tasty three course lunch.
150 Participants from many
groups within the midland region attended the function and
the meal was followed by dancing to ‘The Kavanaghs’, I think
everyone there got up and

danced. All who attended had a
great time and those who did
not attend missed a truly wonderful afternoon of friendship
and happiness – so I hope to
see lots more people attending
next years event.
A very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all the
groups in the Midlands Region
of Active Retirement Ireland.
Maureen McCormack
Development Officer and
Midland Region Committee ARI

‘‘a truly wonderful afternoon of friendship and happiness
– so I hope to see lots more people attending
next years event.’’

Westmeath PPN
The Voice of the Community
Wishing you a very Prosperous New Year
Westmeath PPN is a formal network, which allows
communications with community groups around
the county.

Westmeath PPN

Westmeath PPN give citizens a greater say in local
government decisions which affect their own communities.

Community Section

Our democracy is strengthened, by allowing
diverse views and interests to be considered as part
of the decision

Áras an Chontae,

making process of local Government. The result is
more transparent, better informed & improved
decisions.

Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N

Keep in touch, stay informed, news, grants available,
upcoming events and what other groups are doing
log on & register with www.westmethppn.ie

Public Participation Network
Westmeath County Council
Mullingar
Phone: 044 9332157
Email: info@westmeathppn.ie
Web: www.westmeathppn.ie

