Westmeath PPN

What is the aim of
Westmeath PPN?

Public
Participation
Network

Our aim is to support
community groups &
co-ordinate how the
community in Westmeath
is represented.
We also aim to:
Make our members stronger:
and keep our members
informed about local
developments

The Voice of the Community

What does Westmeath
PPN do?
We empower our member
groups to influence policy
makers.
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Following on from 2 very successful and well attended Funding & Resource Workshop in
February, Westmeath Public Participation Network, Westmeath Community Development &
Westmeath County Council will be hosting a resource and funding drop in– type clinics for
community groups in Westmeath.
If you are a community looking for resources, expertise or funding? Would you like to learn
what supports are available to you and how these can be accessed? Come to our free and
practical drop in in Clinics, where you will be provided with hands on support, information
on the supports and funding opportunities currently available and how it can be accessed.
Practical support covers:
 How to fill out a successful application form
 Tips on getting prepared, documentation and information required
 Support to recognise what funding your group can apply for.
 Support completing affiliation Form
 Support completing revenue form to request Tax number
 Support completing funding applications
Tax registration for non-profit voluntary community groups

Cruinniú na nÓg 2019

8

Cemetery Grant Scheme 2019

9

New Environment Fund
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Dates and locations:
Two representatives from your community or voluntary group are
invited to attend and register for either of the following funding
clinics

11

Places are limited and will be allocated to organisations on a first
come basis.

Day 2019

New Recreational Strategy for
Westmeath
Sound Advice on Applying for
Grants!!!!

12

2019 Academy and Awards

14

Children & Youth Mental Health
Fund

15

DM Thomas Foundation for
Young People Grants

Thursday 7th March , 2019 in Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone 2.30pm to 6pm
Or
Thursday 14th March, 2019, in Annebrook House Hotel Mullingar in 2.30pm to 6pm

16

Please confirm your attendance to Brigid
by email info@westmeathppn.ie or by phone at 044 93 32157

Triple P calendar for parents of
children

19

X-HALE 2019 Short Film Competition

20

The Older Persons’ Fund

20

National Community Day 2019
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Stay in Touch: www.westmeathppn.ie
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What is the PPN - Public Participation Network ?
What is the PPN?
The PPN is the national framework for
public engagement and participation
that is now well established and supported within the Westmeath Local
Authority area. The establishment of
Public Participation Networks is part
of a national reform process which is
changing the way local government
and citizens engage with each other.
The Public Participation Network
(PPN) is organised in accordance
with the Westmeath Local Authority.
The PPN is the main link through
which the local authority connects
with the community and voluntary,
social inclusion and environmental
sectors.
How does it work?
The PPN is made up of Community
and Voluntary, Social Inclusion and
Environmental organisations that are
registered to the PPN. These are the
three electoral colleges of the PPN and
groups who register with the PPN will
be required to select the Electoral
College that is most relevant to their
aims and activities.
The PPN acts as the hub around which
information is distributed and
received. It facilitates networking,
identify issues of common concern,

and elect representatives onto decision
making bodies such as the Joint Policing
Committee, Strategic Policy Committees
and the Local Community Development
Committees.
What is its aim?
The aim of the PPN is to facilitate and
enable as many groups and organisations as
possible, operating within the wider
community, to articulate and give a voice
to, the diverse range of views, issues and
interests within the local government
system. It also aims to give a strong voice
to the more marginalised groups in society
and to the environment groupings. It results
in the creation of one county register for all
groups thereby creating a stronger voice for
the whole sector with more possibilities for
increased citizen engagement.
The PPN operates at two levels:
 At Municipal District level which is a
new tier of local government at sub
county level and,
 At a County-Wide level.
Westmeath Municipal Districts
Two Municipal Public Participation
Networks (PPN) are Athlone Municipal
PPN and Mullingar Municipal PPN. All
Groups register and choose to be included
in either of the three colleges or pillars (i.e.
social inclusion, community & voluntary
and environment)

The Wheel Annual Summit 2019











Social Inclusion (groups
focused on people experiencing
disadvantage and inequality)
Community & Voluntary
(groups involved in local
development, sports social
clubs etc)
Environment (groups focused
on protecting the environment
and sustainable development)
Westmeath PPN has:
A County Plenary which
operates at County level dealing
with County level issues.
2 Municipal PPNs which
operates in each of the two
Municipal District dealing with
issues at a municipal level.
Linkage Groups which will
form to deal with specific issues
and support nominees in their
participatory role. This will
form part of the accountability
and feedback mechanism for
the PPN.

A Secretariat at County level that
acts as facilitation administration
and communication mechanism for
the PPN

‘‘The early bird offer
is now available for
booking’’

The Wheel's Annual Summit is the gathering place for all those working or involved in
community and voluntary organisations, charities and social enterprises and will take
place on 23rd May 2019 in Croke Park.
The early bird offer is now available for booking via https://www.wheel.ie/

WESTMEATH
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Congratulations Ireland’s Heritage Hero
Eugene Dunbar

‘‘Ireland’s Heritage
Hero is

Eugene Dunbar
from
Co. Westmeath.
Eugene goes above and
beyond to promote and
protect the built,
cultural and natural
heritage of
Westmeath’’

L-R Chairman of the

Heritage Council Michael Parsons,

Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Seán Kyne TD,
Heritage Hero Eugene Dunbar,
Chief Executive of the Heritage Council Virginia Teehan

The dedication of individuals and
community groups across Ireland
to the preservation and promotion of Ireland’s heritage was
recognised at the National Heritage Awards 2018 and closing
ceremony for the European Year
of Cultural Heritage 2018.
For more information
https://
www.heritageweek.ie/
news/nationalheritage-awards-2018
-winners

The special event at the Royal
Irish Academy was attended by
Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht, Seán Kyne TD and
presented by RTÉ broadcaster,
Mary Kennedy.
This year’s award winners reflect
the full breadth of Ireland’s diverse heritage, spanning natural,
built and cultural heritage.
Heritage Hero Award
The Heritage Hero Award celebrates an individual who always
goes the extra mile for heritage,
who makes an outstanding contribution to the protection and
promotion of heritage in Ireland.
The Heritage Council received

592 nominations for this year’s
Heritage Hero Award.
Ireland’s Heritage Hero is
Eugene Dunbar from Co.
Westmeath. Eugene goes
above and beyond to promote
and protect the built, cultural
and natural heritage of Westmeath.
Eugene was a geography
teacher before retiring and
has since devoted his boundless energy to local heritage.
He is a founding member of
ETHOS (Everything Tyrellspass
Has On Show), a group set up
to promote and enhance local
heritage in Tyrellspass. Eugene
is also involved in the Community Wetlands Forum and is a
dedicated guardian of Cloncrow Bog, a Special Area of
Conservation.
Eugene records biodiversity
with his camera but also with
the national biodiversity campaigns. He is active with Birdwatch Ireland and was involved in the recent swift sur-

vey of Westmeath. Eugene organises traditional music sessions and
a weekly comhra, Irish language
conversation group, in the village
as well as geology lectures, biodiversity walks, field trips and more.
His is always available to help
anyone interested in the heritage
of the village.
The Heritage Council is pleased to
award Heritage Hero to such a
dedicated and enthusiastic advocate for the appreciation of local
heritage.

Congratulations
Eugene
From all at WPPN
Well Deserved
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Public Consultation - Electoral Registration
The Government has launched
a public consultation on proposals to reform the electoral registration process. Minister of State
for Local Government and Electoral Reform, John Paul Phelan,
T.D., launched the consultation
on 17 December and said the
proposals are aimed at enabling
people to register in simpler and
more user-friendly ways.

3.

4.

The way people register to vote
or amend their details (for example, address) on the Register of
Electors has not changed significantly since the foundation of the
State.
There are seven main proposals:

1. Simplification of forms and
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

the process
A rolling electoral register
(continuous registration)
Optional online registration
(with the option of registering
with paper forms continuing)
and secure self-service
A move to individual registration only
Enabling a single national
electoral register database
with unique identifiers
A move to verified identity
using one’s Personal Public
Service Number (PPSN)
Data sharing between public
bodies and electoral registration authorities (local authorities) to maintain accuracy
and comprehensiveness
In addition, the Government
is considering:

1. Allowing provisional registra-

2.

tion for 16-17 year olds, with
registration automatically
becoming active on someone’s 18th birthday
Specific registration provision for people with no fixed
address (for example, people experiencing homelessness), to ensure a standard
procedure across the coun-









try
Provision for anonymous
registration for people whose
safety may be at risk if their
details are public on the register (for example, where
court-ordered protections
exist)
Removal of provision for the
edited register. Edited registers are used infrequently but
may no longer be an appropriate use of data connected
with the electoral register.
The Government believes
that these proposals, if implemented, would result in:
Registration in a way that
works for everyone – online
or on paper
A clear and simple process –
one form, one process, one
register – all year round
A single, secure database to
enable cross-local authority
checks while protecting data
Balancing security and ease
of access to protect the integrity of our registration
process
Building an electoral register
that is secure, comprehensive and accurate
Data sharing in the future –
subject to clear standards,
limits and safeguards
Minister Phelan said:
“Reducing the number of
different registration forms;
allowing people to register
online; and introducing a
process of continuous or rolling registration would make
the registration process
much more user-friendly and
similar to the way people
interact with other State services. These changes reflect
changes in how we live today.”
On the public consultation
process the Minister said:
“Public confidence in any
reform of the electoral regis-

tration process is paramount
as the system affects all of
us. The outcome of this consultation process will inform
the development of detailed
proposals for implementation. That is why I encourage

everyone to consider
these proposals and
have their say.”
People can read the proposals
at www.registerreform.gov.ie.
They can make a submission by
emailing registerreform@housin
g.gov.ie or by post to:
Electoral Registration Project
Consultation
Department of Housing, Planning
and Local Government
Custom House
Dublin 1
D01 W6X0
They can also request print copies of the proposals by emailing
the address above.
The deadline for sending in a
submission is 15 March 2019.
All submissions (including
names) will be published on the
website of the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local
Government
(www.housing.gov.ie). All submissions are also subject to
Freedom of Information requests.

‘‘The way
people register
to vote or
amend their
details (for
example,
address) on the
Register of
Electors has not
changed
significantly
since the
foundation of
the State.’’
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‘‘The Mná na
hÉireann, Women
of Ireland Fund is
the first fund in
Ireland to support
charities and
social enterprises
that seek to
enhance the
economic mobility
of women…’’

WHAT IS THE MNÁ NA HÉIREANN,
WOMEN OF IRELAND FUND?
The Mná na hÉireann, Women of
Ireland Fund is a €1.8 million fund
over three years created by Social
Innovation Fund Ireland in partnership with Bank of America and the
Department of Rural and Community Development. The Department of Rural and Community
Development provides match
funding for all philanthropic funds
raised by Social Innovation Fund
Ireland, via the Dormant Accounts
Fund.
The Mná na hÉireann, Women of
Ireland Fund is the first fund in
Ireland to support charities and
social enterprises that seek to
enhance the economic mobility of
women, and is designed specifically to equip these organisations
to expand their business acumen,
drive growth and deepen their impact across Ireland.
We are calling for applications
from organisations that support
and empower women to progress
their education or progress into
n e w o r mo r e s u s t a i na b l e
employment.
WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF
THE FUND?
Through the Fund, we aim to
achieve the following over 3 years:

1) Empower 1,000 women to
find and secure sustained employment across Ireland by
investing in organisations that
provide training, upskilling,
education and other services
directly to women experiencing disadvantage.
2) Double the impact of successful applicants by providing
growth capital and support to
organisations with a proven
track record of social impact.
WHAT DOES THE FUND
OFFER?
Cash grants between €50,000 –
€100,000 per year for three
years
A bespoke business supports
package designed to equip not
for profit organisations to expand their business acumen,
drive growth and deepen their
impact
A place on Social Innovation
Fund Ireland’s Accelerator
programme which provides
training from best-in-class experts across the private, not for
profit and public sectors
Performance management &
impact management

Access to Social Innovation
Fund Ireland’s networks
Access to training and mentoring from Bank of America’s
employees
WHAT KIND OF PROJECTS IS THE FUND
LOOKING FOR?
All applicants to Social
Innovation Fund Ireland must
meet a set of standard criteria
as listed below. All applicants
to the Mná na hÉireann,
Women of Ireland Fund must
meet the minimum fund
criteria which is also listed
below.
Note: as part of Social Innovation Fund Ireland’s standard
eligib ility req uirements,
applicants seeking funding for
capital assets are not eligible.

For more information Social
Innovation Ireland
http://
www.socialinnovation.ie/mnana-heireann-fund/

Introduction to Community Drugs Work
Next unaccredited programme
"Introduction to Community
Drugs Work" which starts Friday 1st March. All our programmes in An Cosán VCC are
delivered using the blended
learning model of education
which consists of face to face
workshops and weekly live
online sessions. Participants can
access live online sessions from
home / workplace or a community partner hub if access to technology is a barrier.
"Introduction to Community
Drugs Work" | Unaccredited |
Start Date: Friday 1st March
2019 |6 weeks | Fees: €200
Induction Day: Friday 1st March
2019 Full day workshop 10am-

4pm in An Cosán Tallaght

• An Cosán, Kiltalown Way,
Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin, 24

Deadline for applications: 1 week
before start. Places are limited so it
is advisable to register as soon as
possible.
For more information, and to
download our full range of programmes available in our 2019
Spring Calendar and Programme
Prospectus, on
www.ancosanvcc.com

• Participants can also access programme from home / workplace or
other community partner hub if
access to technology is a barrier.

To get more information on the
above programme or to Register
call 01 534 1847 or Email:
info@ancosanvcc.com

To Register:
Please complete the online application form: https://
ancosanvcc.secure.force.com/
FullApplication/
WebApplicationForm_Full

An Cosán Virtual Community
College (VCC) Contact us: Email
info@ancosanvcc.com or phone 01
5341847

Followed by 5 Online Sessions:
every Friday 10-12pm.
Weekly online sessions will be
facilitated in the following Hub:
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WHAT IS THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH
EDUCATION FUND?
The Children and Youth
Education Fund has been
created by Social Innovation
Fund Ireland (SIFI) in partnership with the Department of
Rural and Community Development. The Department of
Rural and Community Development provides match funding for all philanthropic funds
raised by Social Innovation
Fund Ireland, via the Dormant
Accounts Fund.
Through the Children and
Youth Education Fund, we are
aiming to improve access to
higher and further education
for students (including the full
primary school cycle and up to
the age of 25) who are affected
by disability or disadvantage.
As part of the application
requirements, we are asking
applicants to demonstrate that
they have secured private or
philanthropic funding for the
duration of this fund. If the
applicant is successful, we will
match their donation by providing a 50% uplift on their
funds, as well as delivering
other supports such as training,
impact measurement, and
capacity building.
FUND OBJECTIVE
Education largely determines
the opportunities afforded to
people throughout their lives.
Those who leave education
without qualifications are hin-

dered in their ability to find
well-paying jobs, and as a
result are more at risk of poverty.
We are calling out to innovative projects or programmes in
Ireland that:
Improve the retention of youth
learners up to age 25 who are
affected by disadvantage or
disability at level 1 to 8 on the
National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) or equivalent
a c c r e d i t ed p ro g r a m me s /
courses,
Demonstrate movement of
learners along the NFQ ladder
or equivalent.
The Children and Youth
Education Fund aims to have
wide impact and will contribute to Ireland’s achievement of
the Sustainable Development
Goals.
WHAT DOES THE FUND
OFFER?
50% uplift on funds raised by
applicants (applicants must
provide evidence to verify that
private funding has been
secured)
Peer to peer networking and
knowledge sharing
Training workshops
Impact measurement
A platform for awardees to

showcase their work at an
awards event
FUNDING REQUIREMENTS
Successful applicants are asked
to provide evidence to verify
the private funding they have
secured. We require a minimum of €20,000 private funding per year with a Donor Letter of Commitment over a
minimum period of 2 years
How the funding process
works:
These private funds are paid to
Social Innovation Fund Ireland
annually
Social Innovation Fund Ireland
provides
evidence
of committed donor funds to
Government

‘Through the Children
and Youth Education
Fund, we are aiming to
improve access to higher
and further education for
students (including the
full primary school cycle
and up to the age of 25)
who are affected by
disability or

Government releases funding
to Social Innovation Fund Ireland

disadvantage.’’

Following this, Social Innovation Fund Ireland provides an
uplift of 50% on the donor
funds and makes a grant to
successful applicant
Example: Applicant has raised
€60,000 in private funds over 3
years (€20,000 per year).
For more information Social
Innovation Ireland

Free Heritage Week Training Day 2019
Would you like to run a organisers will take place in
National Heritage Week event Dublin on Friday 29 March
2019. We particularly enthis year?
courage new organisers to
come along.
Heritage Week takes place
from 17-25 August so now is
We will announce the full
the time to start planning!
programme of speakers
soon.
A free Training Day for National Heritage Week event Location: National Museum

of Ireland, Collins Barracks,
Dublin 7
Date: Friday 29 March 2019
Time: 10am - 4pm
**Please note places are
limited so we can only accept a maximum of two participants from any organisa- https://www.heritageweek.ie/
tion or group.**
register-an-event/training-day
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includes a map locator for
finding
various
waste
services throughout the
country.

‘‘mywaste.ie is a
new website that
provides the
householder with
everything they
need to know
about managing
their waste. ‘’

mywaste.ie is a new website
that provides the householder with everything they
need
to
know
about
managing their waste. You
can browse the site for local
waste services; bring banks,
recycling facilities along with
ways to help prevent waste
and offers useful advice on
greater reuse and upcycling
of products.
There are three main sections
as follows:

What:
This section looks at what we
should do with our recycling,
large items, food waste,
hazardous household waste,
waste electrical and electronic
equipment
(WEEE)
and
textiles. It also looks at what is
the impact of recycling and
what can we do to make it
more sustainable.
Where:
This section gives the information on a list of where we can
dispose of our waste and

Cruinniú na nÓg 2019
‘‘Cruinniú na nÓg
celebrates and encourages children
and young people’s
participation in
culture and creativity
through
performance, coding,
theatre, art and
music workshops,
readings, screenings,
special events and
much more.’’

Westmeath County Council is
pleased to announce an open
call for artists, creative practitioners, arts organisations, creative
facilities and creative/cultural
communities to submit applications for Cruinniú na nÓg 2019 as
part of the Westmeath Creative
Ireland Programme. This call is
for activities, performances, readings, workshops, interactive art
installations, etc to take place on
Saturday 15th June 2019.
Cruinniú na nÓg celebrates and
encourages children and young
people’s participation in culture
and creativity through performance, coding, theatre, art and music workshops, readings, screen-

ings, special events and much
more. Events are free, local
and activity-based. It’s a day
for ‘doing’, ‘making’ and
‘ c r e a t i n g ’ !
This year we are looking for
all types of artists to present
work in the form of activities,
performances, developmental
workshops or projects for
young people aged 0-18.
These activities will take place
within the communities of
Westmeath. They can happen
in community centres, public
spaces, schools, libraries and
venues. These events can be
one off to happen on the 15th
June or be project based with

Why:
In this section information is
given on the Circular
Economy, FAQs and did you
know?
This new platform provides
citizens with the necessary
information to manage their
waste more responsibly and
efficiently. It has the
capacity to connect the
Department,
the
Local
Authority sector and other
waste stakeholders with the
public at large, promoting
policy,
assisting
with
achievement
of
waste
targets and preparing for
future challenges.

the final outcome demonstrated on the 15th June.
Activities are inclusive of all
art forms and creative forms
including but not limited to:
coding, visual art, music,
dance, drama, storytelling,
puppetry, circus, street art,
performance, design, readings, poetry, crafting, etc. We
are looking for innovative
activities that foster creativity
and engage a diverse
a u d i e n c e .
Further information and Application Forms are available
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/
en/ourservices/yourcouncil/
councilnews/
creativeirelandcruinniunanog2019.html
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Cemetery Grant Scheme 2019
WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL
Cemetery Grant Scheme 2019
Westmeath County Council has prepared a grant scheme to assist
community groups in the management and maintenance of local
cemeteries and is now inviting applications for the Cemetery
Grant Scheme.
Application Forms and further information are available on:
www.westmeathcoco.ie
or
by contacting: Environment Section, Westmeath County Council,
Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co Westmeath tel. 044-9332166, or
email: environment@westmeathcoco.ie
Closing date for completed applications is Wednesday 13 th
March, 2019.

Irish Honey Bee Society Annual Conference
Fri 1st& Sat 2nd March in
the Athlone Springs
Hotel, Athlone.
The Native Irish Honey
Bee Society will host its
annual conference and
AGM, titled ‘Protecting
our Native Honey Bee
Heritage’
Talks
on
honeybee health and

wellbeing,
research
projects and on breeding disease resistant
honey bees are just a
few of the interesting
items for discussion at
this conference.
Registration
details/
fees
at
https://
www.tickettailor.com/
events/nihbs/219540

Looking for advice on setting up Community Garden?
Clonmellon Tidy Towns are setting up a
community garden in Clonmellon and would
appreciate information on how other tidy
towns run one or that they could visit.
If you can offer advice contact Clonmellon
Tidy Towns by email on :

tidytownsclonmellon@gmail.com
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‘Your projects will
be showcased free
of charge on the
Spark Change Project’s website and
social media
channels’’.

Opportunity to showcase your
work to a national audience
"Community and voluntary organisations are invited to submit examples
of projects that contributed to the
environmental, social or
economic
sustainability of a community. Your
projects will be showcased free of
charge on the Spark Change Project’s
website and social media channels.

contributing to Ireland’s commitments to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.

Spark Change is a collaborative project of The Wheel and Trinity College Dublin. The project is funded by
the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). The goal of Spark
Change is to improve the economic,
social and environmental sustainability of
communities across Ireland,
and to gather information on how
community and voluntary activity is

Submit your story by completing a
short online form and uploading a
photo and or video at: https://
www.sparkchange.ie/success stories/

This is a great opportunity to raise
awareness of your work, showcase
your impact and inspire change in
other communities.

Please note this offer is open to
community-led nonprofit projects
only (no commercial enterprises)".

Many thanks
Lauren Carroll
The Wheel | 48 Fleet Street, Dublin 2
D02 T883
(entrance on Parliament Row)
T: (01) 454 8727 |
E: lauren@wheel.ie |
W: www.wheel.ie

NEW ENVIRONMENT FUND ANNOUNCED
Announced at the National
Biodiversity Conference in Dublin Castle on 21
February was the commitment from The
Community Foundation for Ireland to
focus 25% of its own discretionary
resources on a new Environment and
Nature Fund for the next two years at
least.
The Community Foundation has ringfenced €250,000 to start a fund for the
Environment and Nature in 2019 and is
committed to doing the same in 2020.
The Community Foundation for Ireland
i
s
a
s
k i
n g
other funders, organisations, individuals
and families to partner and contribute to
the fund to meet the expected demand
and achieve greater impact and scope.
Commenting on the announcement, Tina
Roche, CEO, The Community Foundation for Ireland, said: “As Ireland loses
its biodiversity at an unprecedented
rate, it is vital that communities engage
with biodiversity conservation at a local
level. Over 90% of our protected habitats are in poor or inadequate condition.
Only 5% of our species have been assessed by scientists. The number of
plants, insects, mammals and birds that
are threatened or endangered is growing year-on-year. Responding to the
challenge of biodiversity loss and reversing these trends is a critical chal-

lenge for all sectors of society,
and one that must be met in our
lifetimes. It is especially important for communities to engage
with biodiversity conservation at
the local level, and this is what
The Community Foundation for
Ireland wants to support and
encourage others to support by
contributing to the Environment
and Nature Fund.”
Traditionally there has been
minimal philanthropic funding
prioritised for environmental
issues. According to the Environmental Funders Network, UK
trusts and foundations direct
between 0.93 per cent and 2.2
per cent of their giving to address climate change. In comparison to the funding other social issues receive, environmental funding is lacking and
does not begin to meet the demand for capital.
The Community Foundation
wants to change this to encourage other donors and trusts and
foundations to start directing
more funding to tackle the environmental crisis we are now
facing.

The announcement of the Environment and Nature fund follows
on from the success of funding
from The Community Foundation
in 2019 where they distributed
grants of up to €10,000 to 10
organisations to tackle local biodiversity issues, to read more
about what has been already done
in the area of Environment
The Environment and Nature
Fund from The Community
Foundation for Ireland is part of
the ‘Our Seeds For Nature’ Charter that was also announced at the conference. The
charter comprises a suite of commitments for nature and biodiversity that go beyond the respective
organisations’ current work programmes to support, scale up and
fast track the implementation of
the National Biodiversity Action
P l a n .
h t t p s : / /
www.communityfoundation.ie/
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New Recreational Strategy for Westmeath
Westmeath Community Development, Westmeath Sports
Partnership & Westmeath
County Council are currently
preparing the first strategic
plan for the promotion of
recreation in the county.
The Recreational Plan aims to
link Westmeath’s recreational
infrastructure with local communities and businesses
through identifying actions/
initiatives to promote the use
of these recreational facilities.
SLR Consulting have been
appointed to formulate the new
W est mea th Recr eatio n al
Strategy over the coming
months.

Lodge Hotel in Athlone on 7 th
March at 6.30pm.
Your input is an essential part
of this process as we look to
gather views on the current
provision for Outdoor Recreation, and identify opportunities
for future development.

This project is being funded
by Westmeath Local Community Development Committee, the Department of
Rural and Community Development and the LEADER
2014-2020 Programme.

‘‘The Recreational
Plan aims to link
Westmeath’s
recreational
infrastructure with
local communities

Outdoor enthusiasts, activity
providers, local clubs and
organisations with a passion
and interest for Outdoor Recreation are invited to attend
one of the public consultation
meetings to help shape the
Recreational plan. Meetings
will be held in the Bloomfield
House Hotel, Mullingar on
Wednesday 6th of March at
6.30pm and in the Shamrock

and businesses
through identifying
actions/ initiatives
to promote the use
of these
recreational
facilities’’
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Sound Advice on Applying for Grants!!!!
Westmeath PPN Funding Workshop
Brief Guidance Note to Community Groups regarding applying for publicly funded grants.
There is increased scrutiny by central government on local authorities in relation to paying community grants; this means that every grant payment made by Westmeath County Council has to apply
the rules outlined below. Failure to follow the rules set out by the funding authority (DRCD, Dept
Health etc.) means grant money can not be paid out and the group will not be able to draw down
any grant money.
Grants funded by Public money, things to remember;

Publicly funded grants may have different rules that
are specified by the awarding Public body, therefore
remember to read each application form in detail.

Procurement- this really means you need to ensure that
you have sought the best value for goods or services
purchased with the grant money.
Quotations should be;
In the groups name,

Each quotation should be quoting the same products /
services (same models, specification etc.)

Have a clear source (name of company with company
details) and dated.

Although it is always good to buy locally you need to
remember that spending public money requires you to
seek value, always have ‘good value’ at the heart of
the grant application.
Common mistakes:

Quotations not comparing like with like.

Quotations not on official company letterheads.

Not having the required number of quotations.

Quotations not made out to the community group.
Grant Drawdown

You can only use the grant money for exactly what you have in the application, if you wish to
change this you need confirmation in writing (if it is permissible under the particular scheme).

You need to supply invoices for the goods / services. The invoices need to be official Company/
supplier Invoices.

Invoices need to give accurate details of the goods / services purchased.

Invoices should replicate the successful quotation

Proof of payment will be required (bank statement, cheque clearance etc.)

Generally all schemes require the Group to acknowledge the funding authority
(i.e. where the money came from); this requirement will be included in the application form. Proof of
any required acknowledgement needs to be supplied.

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie
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Call to Action: 2019 Academy and Awards
Programmes with Social Entrepreneurs Ireland
Don’t Let a Good Idea Go to
Waste!
Social Entrepreneurs Ireland (SEI)
are looking for people across the
country with ideas and initiatives
that tackle and address social issues in our society. We are looking
for people with early-stage ideas
as well as those who are ready to
grow and scale their existing projects. Supported by DCC plc, SEI
want to find the best 50 ideas from
people who are passionate about
social change in Ireland to support
them to put the ideas in motion
with financial and other critical
supports.
About Social Entrepreneurs Ireland: Social Entrepreneurs Ireland

is an Irish not-for-profit organisation that supports people with
new solutions to Ireland’s biggest
social problems. SEI helps these
individuals to increase their impact by providing significant
funding alongside in-depth technical and practical support. Over
the last 14 years, SEI has supported 264 social entrepreneurs,
and this year’s funding will bring
the total support to well over
€7 million, in addition to providing significant additional support.
These projects have in turn directly impacted 1.7 million people all over Ireland, creating over
1,345 employment opportunities
in the process. For more information please

see www.socialentrepreneurs.ie
About the Social Entrepreneurs
Ireland
Awards Programme: Six award
winners, each with an innovative
new approach to solving a social
problem in Ireland, will join Ireland’s largest network of social
entrepreneurs. As well as an immediate €20,000 in unrestricted funding, they will receive a place on an
accelerator programme worth
€20,000, with access to over 150
pro-bono supporters, coaches and
mentors.

‘Don’t Let a
Good Idea Go
to Waste!’’

About the Academy for Social
Entrepreneurs: The Academy for
Social Entrepreneurs is a sixmonth programme valued
at €7,500 per project place. Participants receive mentorship, training
and a network of support to bring
them from idea to action. Participants also have the opportunity
to pitch for a share of €30,000

WESTMEATH RECREATIONAL STRATEGY - HAVE YOUR SAY!
Westmeath Community Development, Westmeath County
Council & Westmeath Sports
Partnership are currently preparing the first strategy plan for
the promotion of recreation in
the county. This is being
funded by Westmeath Local
Community
Development
Committee, the Department of
Rural and Community Development through the LEADER
2014-2020 programme.
The Recreational Plan aims to
link Westmeath’s recreational
infrastructure with local communities
and
businesses
through identifying actions/
initiatives to promote the use of
these recreational facilities.
You are being invited to participate in an original piece of

online research to help formulate the new Westmeath Recreational Strategy over the
coming months.
The link below to a ten question / 8 minute online Survey
will greatly help to ensuring all
voices are heard and to inform
the content of the Strategy and
give us valuable benchmarks
to help us monitor implementation over the coming years.
All information supplied is
private and confidential. Only
leave your contact information
if you have a specific followup question and would like a
member of the SLR Consulting
team who have been contracted to produce the Strategy
to make direct contact with
you. The Survey will remain
open for completion up to mid-

March.
You are encouraged to
spread the link to individuals/groups that may be
interested in the project.
https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/N2QW879
For further information
contact:
Darina Coughlan
Westmeath Community
Development
Mullingar E.T.I Centre
Mullingar Business Park
Mullingar
Co Westmeath
Tel (044) 93 48571
Email: dcoughlan@westcd
.ie
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‘Through the
Children and Youth
Mental Health
Fund, we aim to
provide meaningful,
lasting support to
innovative mental
health programmes
and initiatives that
reach out to
children and young
people before and
during the societal,
academic, physical,
and emotional
pressures of early
adolescence and
early adulthood.’’

WHAT IS THE CHILDREN AND
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FUND?
The Children and Youth
Mental Health Fund has
been created by Social
Innovation Fund Ireland
(SIFI) in partnership with
the Department of Rural
and Community Development. The Department of
Rural and Community Development provides match
funding for all philanthropic funds raised by
Social Innovation Fund
Ireland, via the Dormant
Accounts Fund.
Through the Children and
Youth Mental Health Fund,
we aim to provide meaningful, lasting support to
innovative mental health
programmes and initiatives
that reach out to children
and young people before
and during the societal,
academic, physical, and
emotional pressures of
early adolescence and early
adulthood.
As part of the application
for this fund, we are asking
applicants to demonstrate
that they have secured
private or philanthropic
funding for the duration of
their project. If the applicant is successful, we will
match their donation by
providing a 50% uplift on
their funds, as well as delivering other supports such
as training, impact measurement and capacity building.
FUND OBJECTIVE
Mental health is increasingly being recognised as
an important health issue in
Ireland. It is estimated poor
mental health will affect
one in four people over the
course of their lives, with
the onset often starting in
childhood, adolescence,
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and early adulthood. The
development of poor
mental health in childhood,
adolescence and
early adulthood can have
devastating impacts that
may last over the course of
a person’s lifetime. By
promoting mental,
emotional and social wellbeing, we can enable
children and young people
to fulfil their potential and
cope with the challenges
faced during this critical
development period.
The objective of
the
Children and Youth Mental Health Fund is to
provide meaningful, lasting support to innovative
mental health programmes
and initiatives that reach
out to children and young
people before and during
the societal, academic,
physical, and emotional
pressures of early adolescence, adolescence and
early adulthood. The fund
is open to all innovative
projects offering either
preventive supports or
interventions for children
and young people and their
mental health.
WHAT DOES
FUND OFFER?

THE

50% uplift on funds raised
by applicants (applicants
must provide evidence to
verify that private funding
has been secured)
Peer to peer networking
and knowledge sharing
Training workshops
Impact measurement
A platform for awardees
to showcase their work
at an awards event
FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS

Successful applicants are
asked to provide evidence
to verify the private funding they have secured. We
require a minimum of
€20,000 private funding
per year with a Donor Letter of Commitment over a
minimum period of 2 years
(Sample: Donor-Letter-ofCommitment)
How the funding process
works:
These private funds are
paid to Social Innovation
Fund Ireland annually
Social Innovation Fund
Ireland provides evidence
of committed donor funds
to Government
Government releases funding to Social Innovation
Fund Ireland
Following this, Social Innovation Fund Ireland provides an uplift of 50% on
the donor funds and makes
a grant to successful applicant
Example: Applicant has
raised €60,000 in private
funds over 3 years
(€20,000 per year).
For more information Social Innovation Ireland
http://
www.socialinnovation.ie/
children-youth-mentalhealth/
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DM Thomas Foundation for Young People Grants
Central Grants – Structure
and approval process
The Foundation has a
rigorous grant process which
aims to identify the most
effective projects helping
disadvantaged young people
in the UK and Ireland.
Applications are received for
quarterly deadlines
from
registered
charities are first assessed
by the Foundation office,
with a shortlist of approximately 20 of the strongest
and regionally representative
applications put forward for
consideration by our Grants
Committee. The Grants
Committee comprises independent members and members nominated by the Foundation’s business partners
and meets quarterly to discuss the applications. There
is approximately £200,000
available to distribute each
quarter.
Application pack:
Applications working in the
areas of education or health
with one of our three chosen
focus groups are selected or
considered:
Children and young people

tion is a small charity and generally will not make awards of
over £30,000 (per year). Funding can be requested for up to 2
years for any particular project.
Reapplications are welcome,
however unsuccessful applicants are asked not to reapply
for at least 12 months from the
date of their rejection letter.
Successful applicants are asked
to wait three years before reapplying.
The Foundation receives thousands of telephone and email
enquiries and hundreds of completed applications each year,
making the grant award process
highly competitive. To help us
to help you, please read our
application guidelines and restrictions carefully. Unfortunately, with a limited grant
fund we are unable to respond
favourably to all requests, however worthy. We provide specific feedback on grant rejections where guidance and improvements can be made however due to the volume we are
unable to provide specific feedback to first round rejections
given the competitive nature of
the process.
Deadlines Our 2019 application deadlines are:

with disabilities
Children and young people

who are sick in hospital

Tuesday 5th February 2019
Tuesday 7th May 2019
Tuesday 23rd July 2019
Tuesday 8th October 2019

Children and young people

who are life limited
(requiring palliative care)
If favoured, grant applications for up to £5,000 can be
approved by the Director, up
to £10,000 can be approved
by the Grants Committee,
and applications for more
than £10,000 are recommended to the Trustees for
final approval. The Founda-

Please ensure your completed
application is received both
electronically and hard copy by
5.30pm on the date indicated in
order to be considered.
Eligible applications received
after the deadline will be retained for the next funding
round. Incomplete applications
will not be accepted. All received applications are ac-

knowledged by email, once
the hard copy has been received and logged.
The total number of central
grant requests received in
2017 was 270, amounting to
requests of over £2million.
The Foundation awarded
£513,043 (19% of funds requested) and made 79 central
grants (38% of requests).
Through its rigorous grant
assessment process, culminating in the quarterly Grants
Committee and Trustee meetings, the Foundation remains
confident that it is responding
in the optimum way to requests for help, within the
constraints of its available
resources.
DM Thomas Foundation for
Young People Grants https://
dmtho masfoundation.org/
wh at - we -d o /gra nt s/d mt f central-grants/

‘‘The
Foundation has a
rigorous grant
process which aims
to identify the most
effective projects
helping
disadvantaged
young people in
the UK and
Ireland.’’

VOLUME

2

ISSUE

3

Caption
describing
picture or
graphic.

re
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This story can fit 100-150 words.
The subject matter that appears in
newsletters is virtually endless.
You can include stories that focus
on current technologies or innovations in your field.
You may also want to note business or economic trends, or make
predictions for your customers or
clients.
If the newsletter is distributed
internally, you might comment

This story can fit 75-125 words.
Selecting pictures or graphics is an
important part of adding content
to your newsletter.
Think about your article and ask
yourself if the picture supports or
enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting
images that appear to be out of
context.
Microsoft Publisher includes thou-
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Triple P calendar for parents of children aged 2 – 10 years
The Triple P calendar for parents of children aged 2 – 10 years for the Athlone region up to end
of June 2019.
Parents of children in the Athlone region please. To book a place or for further information,
please contact the Athlone Office at 090 64 47111. (please note this phone is not covered on a
fulltime basis, please leave a message) This is our public calendar for all parents.
We also deliver closed workshops and groups to parents in specific areas or that have specific or
high level of need. We do not advertise the closed workshops or groups as they are only available to these parents. If
you would like to know more about the closed delivery or have a group of parents you are working with who might
be interested in this, you can email us at triplep.midlands@hse.ie or phone 090 64 47111.

Triple P Calendar for parents of children aged 2 – 10 years
for the Athlone region up to end of June 2019.
“To catch the

7 week GROUP programme

eader's attention,
place an
interesting

Wednesday 6th March
Wednesday 1st May

10-12 noon
10-12 noon

2 hour WORKSHOPS

sentence or quote
from the story
here.”

Clonbrusk Resource Centre, Athlone
Athlone (venue to be confirmed)

Dealing with Disobedience
Wednesday 27th March
Thursday 28th March
Tuesday 25th June
Thursday 27th June

7-9pm
10-12 noon
7-9pm
10-12 noon

Athlone Education Centre
Clonbrusk Resource Centre, Athlone
Athlone Education Centre
Clonbrusk Resource Centre, Athlone

10-12 noon
7-9pm
7-9pm

Clonbrusk Resource Centre, Athlone
Athlone Education Centre
Athlone Education Centre

10-12 noon
7-9pm

Clonbrusk Resource Centre, Athlone
Athlone Education Centre

7-9pm
10-12 noon

Athlone Education Centre
Clonbrusk Resource Centre, Athlone

Managing Fighting & Aggression
Tuesday 12th February
Wednesday 27th March
Tuesday 25th June
Good Bedtime Routines
Thursday 28th March
Tuesday 9th April
Hassle Free Mealtimes
Thursday 28th February
Thursday 27th June

Brenda Shannon
Triple P Practioner / HSE Child Safety Programme Lead
HSE Dept of Public Health - Midlands, Health and Wellbeing Division, Longford
Health Centre, Dublin Rd, Longford. Co Longford N39KR23
mobile: 0863808536 /office phone: 043 33 50154 / fax: 043 33 46500 /
email: brenda.shannon@hse.ie
Find out more about child safety and the prevention of injuries (accidents):

www.hse.ie/childsafety
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X-HALE 2019 Short Film Competition Grant Call
X-HALE 2019 Short Film Competition Grant Call
The Irish Cancer Society is now inviting youth groups, clubs services, projects and Youthreach / Community Training Centres to apply for an
X-HALE 2019 Short Film Competition grant. Since 2011, the Irish
Cancer Society has provided funding, training and resources to support over 270 groups and programmes
from across Ireland in creating and promoting a youth-led short-film that encourages young people to be
smoke free.
If your youth programme works with young people aged 10-24 and you are
interested in exploring issues around young people and smoking using a
creative, engaging and award winning approach, The Irish Cancer Society
want to hear from you. Join us to work towards Irelands First Tobacco Free
Generation.
Visit https://www.cancer.ie/prevention/x-hale-2019 to learn more about XHALE and apply for the X-HALE 2019 Short Film Competition



The closing date for grant applications is Thursday 28th February
2019.
Please direct queries to schadwick@irishcancer.ie or (01)2316624

The Older Persons’ Fund
The Community Foundation for Ireland: The Older Persons’ Fund
The Community Foundation for Ireland, grants available from The Older Persons’ Fund
The Older Persons’ Fund is a long-term philanthropic fund which promotes the civic engagement of
older people, as a means of working towards making a difference in their communities.
The Fund builds on our long-standing engagement and commitment to supporting older people in
their communities. We have invested over €1m in this area to date.
This year we have the following two categories that you may apply for a grant under:
Inclusion of older people in active citizenship roles – Grants of up to €7,500 will be available to
organisations working towards inclusion of older people in active citizenship roles
Supporting older peoples’ voices at local & national level – Grants of up to €7,500 will available
to organisations working towards supporting older peoples’ engagement in advocacy.
The deadline for applications will be strictly 4.30 p.m on Thursday 14th March 2019.
Full details here https://www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/types-of-grants/the-older-personsfund

‘‘The Fund
builds on our
long-standing
engagement
and
commitment
to supporting
older people
in their
communities.
We have
invested over
€1m in this
area to date.’’
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National Community Day 2019
coming together, not just on
that day, but all year round. As
our society has become a
busier place, people have less
time to get to know their
neighbours. National Community Day will provide a
structure to allow people to
meet each other, have an
enjoyable time at local events
which are devised and driven
by the community.”
Minister Ring concluded:
“Events will take place over
the course of the May Bank
Holiday weekend (4-6 May)
2019. The days will be getting
longer and the summer will be
From: Department of Rural just upon us.
and Community Development

Minister Ring announces
inaugural National Community Day

The Minister Rural and Community Development, Mr
Michael Ring, TD, has today
(20
September
2018)
announced the launch of a
National Community Day, to
be held for the first time on
May Bank Holiday weekend,
2019. Minister Ring has urged
local communities to come up
with ideas for events in their
areas.

“I invite people throughout the
country to begin thinking
about how they can help make
National Community Day
events a success for their local
community.

“The success of this initiative
lies in having local communities decide what events are
most appropriate for their
area. National Community Day
belongs to everyone. We don’t
want to tell communities what
Speaking at the National they should do, events will be
Ploughing Championship in very much driven by communiScreggan,
Tullamore,
Co. ties.
Offaly, Minister Ring said:
“National Community Day is a
celebration of the great spirit
of community that exists
throughout the country and an
effort to facilitate people who
share communities to get
together, get to know each
other and deepen the sense of
community in their area.

“Further details of this exciting
initiative will follow in the
coming weeks and months.”
National Community Day is an
initiative of the Department of
Rural
and
Community
Development in conjunction
with stakeholders.

‘‘I invite people
throughout the
country to begin
thinking about how

Arising from consultation with
a number of interested stakeholders, a working group has
been formed to consider the
design of the event. Among
the Group members are
representatives
of
Public
Participation Networks, Local
Community
Development
Committees,
Volun teer
Ireland, Young Social Innovators, Macra na Feirme, Street
Feast and Change X.

they can help
make National
Community Day
events a success for
their local
community.’’

“The events could include
themes around sport, history,
baking, anything that will help
neighbours to come together.
It could be as simple as
neighbours coming together
for a cup of tea and a chat.
“National Community Day is a
chance for people to foster a
sense of helping each other by

Keep up to Date: www.westmeathppn.ie

Westmeath PPN
The Voice of the Community
Westmeath PPN is a formal network, which allows communications
with community groups around the county.
Westmeath PPN give citizens a greater say in local government
decisions which affect their own communities.
Our democracy is strengthened, by allowing diverse views and interests to be
considered as part of the decision making process of local Government.
The result is more transparent, better informed & improved decisions.
Keep in touch, stay informed, news, grants available, upcoming events
and what other groups are doing log on & register with

www.westmeathppn.ie

Westmeath PPN - Public Participation Network
Community Section, Westmeath County Council
Áras an Chontae, Mullingar. Co. Westmeath N91 FH4N
Phone: 044 9332157 Email: info@westmeathppn.ie
Web: www.westmeathppn.ie
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