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There are three main  objectives for  

Westmeath PPN : 

Informing 

• Provide information relevant to the  

environmental, social inclusion,   com-

munity & voluntary sector and acts as 

a hub around which information is  

distributed & received. 

Developing 

Strengthen the capacity of communities 

and of the environmental, social  inclu-

sion, community & voluntary groups to  

contribute positively to the community 

in which they reside/participate. 

Representing 

• Facilitate the participation and  repre-

sentation of  communities in a fair,  

equitable and transparent manner 

through the   environmental, social   

inclusion,  community and voluntary  

sectors on decision making bodies. 

Westmeath PPN is  co-funded by  the  

Department of Rural &  Community  

Development (DRCD) & Westmeath  

County Council. 

Dear WPPN Member 

 

We at WPPN hope that this newsletter finds you and your families well. 

 

WPPN Group submissions to Municipal Districts—
Heads up, WPPN will be seeking member group   
submissions to Municipal Districts in early Septem-
ber for 2022 budgets.  So now is a good time to be 
discussing possible submissions with the members 
of your community group. More information on 
Page 2.  Big thank you to Municipal Districts of     
Athlone/Moate & Mullingar /Kinnegad for            
supporting and facilitating these submissions, it is 
very much appreciated. 

 

Thank you as always to all the groups which have contributed to this month’s 
newsletter, as always, it’s wonderful to hear of the great work volunteer led com-
munity groups are doing in these very trying times. We would love to hear and to 
share your good news stories and initiatives through our PPN network of over 800-
member groups. Please let us know if there is anything you want us to share to:  
info@westmeathppn.ie    

 

WPPN wishes to express sincere gratitude and respect for the never-ending and 
vitally important work that WPPN member groups do and the contribution you all 
make to people, families, communities and society. As a volunteer – you are part 
of the amazing and precious national asset — our community and voluntary 
groups, and social enterprises.  Volunteers, do what they do because they hope, 
believe and make a difference. WPPN will continue to champion your work where 
it matters.  

 

Please remember Westmeath PPN website is updated almost daily; keep in touch 
and up to date www.westmeathppn.ie  

mailto:info@westmeathppn.ie


1. Heads up; WPPN Group Submissions to  

Municipal Districts, will be sought in   

September 2022 

WPPN are compiling reports on the formal process of making 

and receiving feedback to issues raised by community and volun-

tary groups in Westmeath to the two municipals, of Athlone/

Moate Municipal District and Mullingar/Kinnegad Municipal 

District.   

Both Mullingar/Kinnegad and Athlone/Moate Public Participa-

tion Network submissions were positively received and many of 

the issues and proposals in the documents were supported and 

have either been implemented or will be implemented before the 

end of the year. Reports will be available on 

www.westmeathppn.ie (Resources) by end of August (2020 sub-

mission for 2021 budgets reports.) 

With the 2020/21 process almost complete, WPPN are starting to 

prepare for the forthcoming Municipal District budget alloca-

tions for 2022.  WPPN are asking you to consult with your 

group and ask them to prioritise their issue of concern 

for their area or group and to also propose a solution to 

the identified issue.  

WPPN will be send out request for formal group sub-

missions to Municipal Districts in early September 

2021, with closing date of submissions mid-September  

Please note WPPN will be making contact with member 

groups in late August early September with submission 

forms.  

If you have any questions or clarifications, please contact Brigid 
or Ursula on  044 9332157 or by email info@westmeathppn.ie 

 

WPPN Linkage Groups 

PPN Linkage/Thematic Groups  

Next meetings September 2022  

The primary role of WPPN elected reps on committees/
Structures is to consult with WPPN members and to represent 
the views of the entire PPN membership on the committee/
board; the easiest way for this to be done is via Linkage Groups.  

Similarly, the PPN Linkage Groups will be there to support and 
assist the WPPN reps, by peer learning and support, discussion, 

and letting them know the concerns and issues of WPPN Mem-
bership groups.  

The PPN Linkage Group members will be expected to work in a 
spirit of collaboration, showing due respect to other opinions and 
views and will be facilitated to come to decisions through consen-
sus where possible. 

 

Please note that a WPPN Rep/Member can be part of as many 
Linkage Groups as they have an interest in. 

The basic Agenda for Linkage Group meetings will be as follows: 

• Welcome/ Introductions/Facilitator 

• Guest Speaker  

• Minutes of previous meeting  

• Discussion 

• Date of next meeting 

Please see below the dates for the next linkage group meetings 

which will take place in September 2022. Locations for these 

meetings will be advised in the coming months so please keep an 

eye on our website for further details.  

 

Community Safety, Crime and Policing  

Location—TBA  

Monday 12th September 2022 at 7.00 pm 
 

Social Inclusion, Rural Development, 

Youth and  Enterprise 

Location— TBA 

Wednesday 14th September 2022  at 7.00pm  

Arts, Community, Heritage and Sports  

Location—TBA 

Monday 19th September 2022 at 7.00 pm  
 

Housing, Planning and Transport 

Location—TBA 

Wednesday 21st September 2022 at 7.00pm  
 

Climate Change, Environment & Water  

Location—TBA.  

Monday  23rd September 2022  at 7.00pm 

 

For further information please email :                               



 WPPN SWAP SHOP 

—new feature of Newsletter  

 

 

 

Have you Stuff that is in good condition,  

that might be of use to another  

Community Group?  

Following on from a Linkage Group discussion, we are 

including this  section in PPN Newsletter which will al-

low a space for PPN member groups to  swap or simply 

re-home items that they do no need, but which might be 

useful to other groups—everything from filing cabinets, 

to tools and maybe even plants— anything that could be 

reused or repurposed—let us know and we will include 

in  Swap Shop. 

If you are looking for a particular item that you group 

would like to rehome Please send us details and we will 

put a call out to all our members via this page.  

This month we have 2 items available to any group that 

is able to collect them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black n White Printer- Gestetner, HP 6500, Acicio.   

Dimensions are 2 Foot wide,  3 Footlong, and 3.5 feet high.  

Available for takeaway.  In good working order.  

Contact Moate Action Group 

Email : moateactiongroup@outlook.com 

Phone : 090 6466 404/085 7551630  Hours : Mon : Thurs 

9.30am to 2.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large 2 seater sofa— as seen in photo below. Available 

for collection only. Phone: 085 8219331  

 



Events Attended by Westmeath PPN  

Westmeath PPN Staff and Secretariat members have been busy  

getting out and about and promoting the PPN and raising 

awareness about the benefits of being a members of Westmeath 

PPN.  

On the 30th May we attended the Disability and Older Persons 

information and services event in Bloomfield House hotel. This 

was  a great event with a huge turnout and lots of interesting 

speakers presented on the day.  

We would like to say thanks to Westmeath Community Develop-

ment for allowing us to take a stand at this event and congratulate 

them on such an interesting, informative and entertaining day.  

 

 

Start from the Heart Parenting Support 

Ballymahon:  

The next Start from the Heart Parenting Programme, supported by 

Longford Westmeath CYPSC and the Healthy Ireland Fund will be 

delivered in Bridgeways Family Resource Centre, Ballymahon eve-

ry Tuesday for 10 weeks commencing  Tuesday 13th September 

(10:15am – 12:15pm).    

Start from the Heart introduces the latest research on neurosci-

ence, brain development, attachment, and the impact of childhood 

trauma. It explores how stress, relationships and early experiences 

affect us, as we journey through parenting.  

To book, please contact: Grace – 085 8668062 or Emer – 085 

2551555 or via Bridgeways FRC social media pages.  

Mullingar Parent and Toddler Group:  

Westmeath Community Mothers in conjunction with Women’s 

Community Projects are hosting a new Parent and Toddler 

group for the Mullingar area.   

The group meet every Thursday in the Parish Community Cen-

tre, Mullingar from 10am to 11:30am.  

For further details please contact Carol – 087 931 0848 or 

Claire – 087 688 0441 or contact Women’s Community Pro-

jects Mullingar on 044 93 34827 



Diabetes Ireland: Diabetes and Kidney 

Disease 

Diabetes Ireland is running a campaign to highlight the need for 

people living with Diabetes to be aware of their kidney health. The 

campaign will be launched to mark World Kidney Day on March 

10th in collaboration with the Irish Kidney Association. 

Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a potential complication of dia-

betes, screening for kidney disease is a routine part of your diabe-

tes care with your GP/diabetes team.  Screening for chronic kid-

ney disease is essential as in the early stages there are no symp-

toms so it can potentially go undiagnosed. 

Therefore, it is essential that you: 

Check Kidney Function 

Know your Kidney Numbers* 

Discuss with your Doctor or Nurse 

*Kidney blood test GFR and urine test ACR, both tests are a rou-

tine part of diabetes check-ups with GP/diabetes team. 

Discuss with your Doctor or Nurse 

It is essential that as part of your routine diabetes check-ups with 

your GP or Diabetes team that you discuss your kidney health and 

ensure you are taking all the necessary steps to help your kidneys 

remain as healthy as possible. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT: 

https://www.diabetes.ie/diabetes-and-kidney-disease/ 

 

START Public Health Campaign:  

START is a public health campaign which aims to support fami-

lies to take small steps to eating healthier food and becoming 

more active. New research shows that families spent €160 on 

treat foods during April 2022.  

The START campaign launches its latest drive to encourage par-

ents to reduce treats with advice on ways to start swapping treats 

with fruit after school. For further details on the campaign and 

useful information and tips CLICK HERE  

https://www.safefood.net/treats 

https://www.diabetes.ie/diabetes-and-kidney-disease/
https://www.safefood.net/treats
https://www.safefood.net/treats


Care Experience Podcast 

EPIC, Empowering People in Care's latest Care Experi-

ence Podcast was recorded live at Waterford Institute of Tech-

nology on March 28 at the 'Advocacy, Education and the Care 

Experience: Educators from a different perspective' seminar 

with a full panel of care-experienced guest speakers. 

This lively discussion contains a lot of insights from those with 

lived experience of the Irish care system and offers a lot of 

learning for anyone studying, or working in, the social care sys-

tem, and will also be of interest to foster parents, other care 

experienced youth and all #CareAware advocates and support-

ers out there. It also happens to be great craic! 

Massive thanks to Dr Danielle Douglas for bringing the event 

together with support from the WIT Equality Diversity and 

Inclusion Fund. And an even bigger thank you to the panellists 

Beatrice Ayo Vaughan (WIT), Sean Downey, Dr Róisín Far-

ragher (NUIG), Ciara Fitzgibbon (WIT) and Thomas O Dris-

coll for so generously sharing their care stories and experienc-

es, opinions, and advice to pave a better future for those who 

come up behind them. 

 

Tune in to the Care 

Experience Podcast 

live from Waterford 

Community Centres Investment Fund 

Registration now open for new Community Cen-

tre Investment Fund - Minister Humphreys 

 All interested applicants must register online prior to applica-

tion 

Information sessions to be held on 18th May & 1st June 2022  

 The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather 

Humphreys TD, has announced registration is now open for 

a new €15 million capital fund for the upgrade and refurbish-

ment of Community Centres.  

 All interested applicants must register online at gov.ie/

CommunityCentresFund   

 Registration for the fund must be completed prior to submitting 

a formal application.  

The formal application process will open on Tuesday 7th June 

and closes on Thursday 14th July 2022. 

Information session for applicants 

The Minister also announced that her Department 

will host online information sessions on: Wednesday 18th May 

2:30 – 4pm and Wednesday 1st June 2:30 – 4pm.  

 These information sessions will provide guidance on the applica-

tion process. 

 Applicants can also register to attend an information session at 

gov.ie/CommunityCentresFund.  

  Minister Humphreys said: 

“Our local community centres & parish halls are the heart of our 

towns, villages & parishes. Many of them need improvement 

works and that is why I have put this new fund in place.   

 “I am encouraging all community groups to look at this fund and 

think about how they can use it to improve their own local parish 

hall or community centre.   

“It’s vitally important for local groups and organisations to: 

Complete the online registration process and  

2)Attend the information sessions and learn about the applica-

tion process and criteria before submitting their formal applica-

tion. 

“Completing these 2 important steps will help to ensure your or-

ganisation is well placed to submit a strong application to this 

Fund” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WOODLAND WILDFLOWERS 

'Woodland wildflowers' is a newly released short video looks a 5 

wildflower species. It was filmed at Split Hills and Long Hills 

Esker featuring Botanist and forest ecologist Professor Daniel 

Kelly from Trinity College, Dublin and is available on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/UzuAbwZnb88 

https://thecareexperience.libsyn.com/the-care-experience-episode-35
https://thecareexperience.libsyn.com/the-care-experience-episode-35
https://thecareexperience.libsyn.com/the-care-experience-episode-35
gov.ie/CommunityCentresFund
gov.ie/CommunityCentresFund
gov.ie/CommunityCentresFund
https://youtu.be/UzuAbwZnb88


Childminding Development Grant 2022 
CMDG grant was launched on Friday last week, please find attached link to 
press release gov.ie - Minister O’Gorman Launches the 2022 Childminder 
Development Grant (www.gov.ie) 

 Application forms are up on the webpage gov.ie - National Action Plan for 
Childminding 2021 - 2028 (www.gov.ie) & are up on the Pobal Portal 

 Attached is a poster to aid you in the promotion of the grant, this is also up 
on the NAPC Facebook page( National Action Plan for Childminding 2021-
2028 | Facebook)   

If you could share this poster far and wide with your local contacts, obvious-
ly the childminders but also other agencies e.g., CYPSC Networks, parenting 
hubs, parent and toddler groups, etc. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__gov.ie&d=DwQFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=o57jdlyXViacYj7_ZJdAp1mN5S9npDlpJqqEDluBfUI&m=BaENEwDuxUWJsdlNg-fv_EN_6MS7UOGjfkHMU4l8yw0&s=NLJFjQZffJG__xr1WeAC_75A8zOANwca1mgxKB5NVZ4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.gov.ie&d=DwQFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=o57jdlyXViacYj7_ZJdAp1mN5S9npDlpJqqEDluBfUI&m=BaENEwDuxUWJsdlNg-fv_EN_6MS7UOGjfkHMU4l8yw0&s=N67rmgbUTNFnpctzVFrR3Yf8Go4StJzRgyyiE-nI--M&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__gov.ie&d=DwQFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=o57jdlyXViacYj7_ZJdAp1mN5S9npDlpJqqEDluBfUI&m=BaENEwDuxUWJsdlNg-fv_EN_6MS7UOGjfkHMU4l8yw0&s=NLJFjQZffJG__xr1WeAC_75A8zOANwca1mgxKB5NVZ4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.gov.ie&d=DwQFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=o57jdlyXViacYj7_ZJdAp1mN5S9npDlpJqqEDluBfUI&m=BaENEwDuxUWJsdlNg-fv_EN_6MS7UOGjfkHMU4l8yw0&s=N67rmgbUTNFnpctzVFrR3Yf8Go4StJzRgyyiE-nI--M&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.facebook.com-252Fnationalactionplanforchildminding-26data-3D05-257C01-257Cgrainne.reid-2540tusla.ie-257C73be63510b594f70ff3e08da4df03a
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.facebook.com-252Fnationalactionplanforchildminding-26data-3D05-257C01-257Cgrainne.reid-2540tusla.ie-257C73be63510b594f70ff3e08da4df03a


The Department of Public Expenditure 

Reform would like to invite you to share 

your ideas and reimagine how we access, 

re-use and engage with public data.  

Join us for a series of interactive work-

shops in June 2022 to help us shape the 

future of Ireland’s Open Data Strategy. 

More information Data.Gov.ie  



Active Retirement Ireland’s positive ageing audio series launches 

on community radio stations 

A new audio series ‘The Old Country’, which explores healthy age-

ing in Ireland, is to begin broadcasting on community radio sta-

tions around Ireland in partnership with CRAOL. It is produced 

by Active Retirement Ireland, the country’s largest representative 

body for older people, which announced the syndication at its 

AGM. 

‘The Old Country’ was first launched as a podcast last July and 

was previously only available to stream through internet listening 

services, such as Spotify and iTunes, as well as on the Active Re-

tirement Ireland website. Now, a number of community stations 

across the country are on board to broadcast the episodes, includ-

ing Liffey Sound, Dublin South FM, Connemara FM, RosFM, and 

more. 

Commenting on the announcement, CEO of Active Retirement 

Ireland, Maureen Kavanagh, said: “I am delighted to announce 

our partnership with CRAOL Community Radio Ireland and the 

launch of our podcast series ‘The Old Country’ on community 

radio stations around Ireland. Across the 12 podcast episodes, our 

guest speakers — from older people to experts in fields of geron-

tology, human rights and inclusion — give a picture of ageing in 

Ireland that is both a reflection and a yearning to create a country 

that is a better place to grow old, now and into the future. 

“The podcast was recorded during the pandemic and during a 

time when we saw older people lose their agency and their voice 

and really struggle to get it back. While we can reflect on this and 

the impact that Covid-19 had on older people’s lives, we also need 

to take this opportunity to learn from it, to move forward and rec-

reate an Ireland where everyone is valued and respected. This 

message is not just for older people. Ireland’s population is get-

ting older, it is in everybody’s interest for our country to be a bet-

ter place to be an older person.” 

Also commenting on the announcement, CRAOL Community Ra-

dio Ireland Honorary President Jack Byrne said, “Older people 

will find a welcoming, respectful, and creative space in communi-

ty radio. Already many older people have found community me-

dia can provide outlets for their aspirations, for forming new 

friendships and for giving them a voice on matters of concern.” 

‘The Old Country’ audio series examines the challenges and op-

portunities around an ageing population and covers issues 

around ageing, such as age-friendly environments and combat-

ting ageism, as well as integrated and long-term care. 

Each episode features a guest who is actively contributing to mak-

ing Ireland a better place to grow older, from volunteers to activ-

ists and policy experts. They include Professor Kieran Walsh from 

the Irish Centre for Social Gerontology at NUI Galway; Professor 

Rose Anne Kenny, Medical Gerontologist and founding principal 

investigator of The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing (TILDA); 

Active Retirement Ireland National President Anne Drury; Age 

Action CEO Paddy Connolly; and Dr. Emer Coveney of Age 

Friendly Ireland. 

‘The Old Country’ was created to mark the beginning of the UN 

Decade of Healthy Ageing and is supported by the Community 

Foundation for Ireland. 

A directory of Ireland’s community radio stations is available on 

the CRAOL website at www.craol.ie/stations/directory. 

Diabetes Ireland: Information on 

School and Diabetes 

 

School time for parents, children and teachers can be a fantastic 

experience, but it has its challenges if a pupil has or has only re-

cently been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes. If you have a child 

with diabetes (or if there is a pupil with diabetes in your school or 

class) returning to school or joining a new class or school, in the 

beginning it can be a bit stressful and busy. 

Preparing for back to school means organising books, uniforms, 

school lunches and much more. For children living with diabe-

tes, it also means managing or changing insulin regimes and 

thinking about blood glucose monitoring in school. There can be 

the added concern for parents, as well as for the teachers, if a 

child with diabetes is starting school for the first time or changing 

to a new class with a teacher who may not be yet familiar with 

diabetes or even moving on to post primary school. 

Knowing that it can be an anxious time for parents and children, 

as well as for the school staff, we have prepared some tips and 

tools to help you with this challenge. It is important that parents/

carers engage positively with the school, and ensure the teachers 

understand the condition and how they need to act, bearing in 

mind that they have other pupils to care for as well. Good written 

and verbal communication between parents and the school is 

key. 

Click here for more information for parents and carers about 

raising a child with diabetes. 

For all concerned: parents, diabetes teams and school staff, the 

recently launched document Meeting the Care Needs of Primary 

School Children with Type 1 Diabetes during School Hours might 

be of a great help! Click on the other links below to find some 

useful tips that will help you get started. 

School Info for PARENTS/CARERS 

School Info for TEACHERS/SCHOOL 

Meeting the Care Needs of Primary School Children with Type 1 

Diabetes during School 

Hours 

http://www.craol.ie/stations/directory
https://www.diabetes.ie/living-with-diabetes/child-diabetes/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/cspd/ncps/paediatrics-neonatology/resources/meeting-care-needs-primary-school-children-with-diabetes1.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/cspd/ncps/paediatrics-neonatology/resources/meeting-care-needs-primary-school-children-with-diabetes1.pdf
https://www.diabetes.ie/for-parents-carers/
https://www.diabetes.ie/for-teachers-special-need-assistants-and-school-staff/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/cspd/ncps/paediatrics-neonatology/resources/meeting-care-needs-primary-school-children-with-diabetes1.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/cspd/ncps/paediatrics-neonatology/resources/meeting-care-needs-primary-school-children-with-diabetes1.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/cspd/ncps/paediatrics-neonatology/resources/meeting-care-needs-primary-school-children-with-diabetes1.pdf


Stronger Together: The HSE Mental 

Health Promotion Plan 2022-2027 

 

On April 6th “Stronger Together: The HSE Mental Health Promo-

tion Plan 2022-2027” was launched. Stronger Together is a five 

year plan, and includes action areas focused on promoting posi-

tive mental health across the population and among HSE staff.  

The Plan takes a life course approach and includes actions of rele-

vance to the general population. It considers the needs of specific 

population groups such as children and young people, the work-

ing aged population, older people and other priority groups and 

also specifically takes into account how the reach of this Plan can 

be extended beyond the Health Service. 

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Programme led on the develop-

ment of the Plan with the support of a wide range of internal and 

external partners. A national implementation oversight group will 

be convened to oversee the implementation of the plan. 

The recording of the launch is available  HERE which include a 

range of panellists and experts in the area of mental health pro-

motion. 

 

 

Minister for Community Development and Charities, Joe O’Brien 

TD, has confirmed Government agreement on a set of Values and 

Principles to underpin work with the Community and Voluntary 

Sector.  The Minister made the announcement while speaking at 

a conference hosted by The Wheel in Croke Park. 

The agreement copper-fastens the renewed relationship and part-

nership between government and the community and voluntary 

sectors.  The values and principles, developed by the sector with 

the Department of Rural and Community Development, will be 

used by central and local government as a basis for their interac-

tions with the community and voluntary sector in pursuit of the 

best outcomes for all. 

Minister O’Brien said: 

“I am really pleased to say that the adoption of shared Values and 

Principles will help secure a renewed partnership between gov-

ernment and the community and voluntary sectors.  

“The objective of the values and principles is to provide a coher-

ent framework, based on a common understanding and respect 

between the state and the community and voluntary sector.  

“It will support consultation, inclusion and participation of com-

munities, particularly disadvantaged communities, in public poli-

cy and decision-making at all levels.”  

The values and principles were warmly welcomed by all govern-

ment departments and will now be championed by the Depart-

ment of Rural and Community Development. 

While an agreed draft is now available at www.gov.ie/drcd, the 

Department will formally publish and launch the document 

shortly.   

Thereafter the Department will seek to ensure the recognition 

and implementation of the values and principles in a coherent 

and meaningful manner across departments and state agencies.   

This initiative forms part of a range of measures being undertak-

en by the Department to support the community and voluntary 

sector, and to empower thriving, sustainable communities across 

Ireland.  

Other notable actions include the publication of the General 

Scheme for the Charities (Amendment) Bill in April 2022, which 

aims to improve the ability of the Charities Regulator to conduct 

its statutory functions.  

It will also ensure more proportionate regulation leading to great-

er public trust and confidence in the charities sector. The recent 

establishment of The National Advisory Group on the Develop-

ment of a Government Policy on Philanthropy in Ireland will also 

support the sector. 

More information on the Values and Principles for working with 

Community and Voluntary Sector is available here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcvG3axaHjw
http://www.gov.ie/drcd


Ballinafid Multyfarnham Bunbrosna  

PICKLEBALL for St Cremin’s pupils and Drumlish 

Multyfarnham Pickleball Club and BMB ACTIVE pickleball-

ers  were an inspiration to 4th class pupils of St. Cremin’s Prima-

ry School. Monday’s in Multyfarnham Community Centre, for the 

past 5 weeks, the older cohort enjoyed coaching the children in 

the beautiful game of Pickleball. Played with a paddle the is only 

6 once’s, and with a perforated plastic ball the size of a tennis 

ball, the coaches proved that this game can be fun for all ages. A 

great way to keep fit, Pickleball is accessible to all ages, fitness, 

and skill levels. 

It’s great to see another generation of Pickleball enthusiasts in 

the making! 

Remember, Pickleball can be enjoyed by you and anyone inter-

ested most days in Multyfarnham Community Centre: Monday’s 

Wednesday’s, Friday’s and Saturday’s at 10:30 to 12:30, and 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7:00 pm. 

 

Bowl’s National Competition in Killarney                         

this November  

Did you ever try your hand at bowls? 

Would you like to try to learn, or to form part of a team to enter 

the National ARA Competition on Monday, November 28 in the 

Glenn Eagle Hotel, Killarney, Co Kerry? 

To find out more, please text Bowls to 0871723256. Good Luck 

with this exciting new venture. 

 

Public Consultation on a            

new Public Library Strategy 

A public consultation on a new public library 

strategy has just been launched by the Minister 

for Rural and Community Development, 

Heather Humphreys T.D.  

This is an ambitious plan to develop public li-

brary services over the next five years. We want 

to understand people’s attitudes towards the 

public library service and also get their feedback 

on how services can be improved in terms of 

access, use and visibility of the public library. 

The consultation will assist in the development 

of a new Public Library Strategy which will be 

published next year. 

Have your say on the new strategy by filling out 

the survey at Libraries Ireland Survey - Public Library Strategy Closing 

date is 9 July 2022. 

If you wish to submit a hard copy response, please request a printed 

version at your local library or contact the Libraries Development Unit 

in the Local Government Management Agency 

at LibrariesDevelopment@lgma.ie or by phone at 01 6332211.        

Completed forms in hard copy can be returned to your local library, or 

posted to: 

Libraries Development Unit, 

Local Government Management Agency 

Local Government House 

Ushers Quay 

Dublin 8 

Eircode: D08 XKP7 

https://www.librariesireland.ie/public-libraries-strategy-consultation
mailto:LibrariesDevelopment@lgma.ie


Environmental Protection Agency’s  

National StopFoodWaste  

Knowing what food you need to buy will help you to waste less 

food. 

The simple act of keeping track of food items as they run out, 

stock-checking your cupboards, fridge and freezer before you 

shop and recording what food you need can have a big impact on 

how much food you buy and importantly, how much food you 

waste. 

Plan now, save later! 

According to our 2021 National Food Waste Attitudes survey re-

sults, one of the key generators of food waste was a lack of plan-

ning. On the plus side, almost half (47%) of respondents report 

that they plan meals ahead for the week and many are taking pos-

itive steps to help plan more, such as checking what food they 

already have or writing a shopping list. 

So how much do you plan your meals for the week ahead? A lot? 

A little? Not at all? Find out what kind of planner you are. 

Investing a little time in food planning can: 

Save you money – by keeping you focused on buying what you 

need and plan to eat. 

Save you time – by not shopping for food items you don’t need, or 

even saving you a visit to the shops altogether! 

Make you feel more organised – by taking away the stress of won-

dering what to have for your next meal and working out whether 

you have the food items to prepare it. 

Find out more about how to plan ahead and avoid food waste 

with our handy Pocket Guide. 

3 Steps to ‘Know what you need’ 

Keep a running tally of food as it runs out. 

Record food items you need on your phone, on a blackboard in 

the kitchen, a list pinned to the fridge door, or by telling a virtual 

assistant device (“Hey Alexa!”) – whatever works best for you and 

your household. If you’re in a shared house, you could set up a 

dedicated Whatsapp group chat to keep track of any shared food 

items that need to be replaced. 

Do a stocktake of what you have already. 

 A quick check of your fridge, freezer and cupboards will remind 

you of the hidden food treasure you have already and don’t need 

to buy. It might also remind you what perishable food you need to 

use before it goes off – always a good place to start when planning 

your next meal or two! 

  

Record what you need & plan your shop. 

 If you’ve been keeping track of what food items have run out, you 

should be well-prepared to make a list of what to buy. Whether 

you prefer the notes app on your phone or a physical list in your 

hand, plan your shop to save time, money and stress! 

Don’t forget to pay attention to any food that goes to waste day-to

-day too! If you notice one item going to waste more often, you 

can plan to buy less of it next time or pop it in the freezer to save 

for another time! If you want to keep track of your food waste for 

a week or more or to learn about your own food waste habits, 

check out our Weekly Food Waste Sheet. 

Share your planning hacks! 

We’d love to hear what kind of planner you are and how you’re 

taking steps to avoid food waste by planning ahead. Show us how 

you keep track of what runs out in your kitchen and share your 

top tips for avoiding food waste by using #StopFoodWaste on 

social media! 





Clonmellon News 

Over the last couple of years Clonmellon has seen a lot of change 

to the village. As you may recall a five year plan was put together 

by the local Community Council ( Town and Village Renewal 

Scheme ) and a grant from Westmeath County Council was allo-

cated for the painting of premises, remarking of the parking areas 

repair work carried out on the footpaths along the main street, all 

the trees had new borders put around them, new signs on all the 

approach roads to the village and new street furniture beside the 

cemetery and new picnic benches for the green area near the play-

ground.  

Applying for the grants takes a lot of time, arranging meetings 

and coordinating with Westmeath County Council so well done to 

all the committee members for doing this on behalf of our com-

munity. All this work could not be done without the input from all 

the different departments in the Westmeath county council who 

help so a big thanks to you all. We now have our local men’s shed 

back up and running and this is a great organisation to have in 

our community as they have done great work for tidytowns with 

projects in the past and most recently projects for our community 

garden and local business in the area.  

Tidytowns work is ongoing with just a short break in the winter 

and then an early start back in January to prepare projects for the 

coming competition in the summer. We have started a new pro-

ject rebuilding the flower beds around the new welcome signs on 

all the approach roads to the village the first one was completed 

on the Kells approach road this is a long term project and we hope 

to do one every year over the next four years or when funds be-

come available to fund this project.  

 

All the trees now have fresh top soil around them and planted 

with wild flowers, and all the guards around the trees were paint-

ed black. The flower beds have all been replanted and the green 

areas are cut. The men’s shed have worked on a project for the 

green area near the well a stand and two bird boxes all made from 

recycled materials. Last year we started a project to clean up Kill-

ua Cemetery with the help of grants to purchase new equipment 

we have started to trim the overgrown grass back we have cleared 

some graves and we hope to progress this project with some ex-

pert help in the coming year. This is a very good and long project 

to work on. Let’s hope we can get a bit further this year. So again 

we have to thank all our sponsors who help us every year as we 

cannot depend on grants alone to fund these projects and pay for 

our insurance and the upkeep and all the running cost of our 

equipment.  

Works in the village: A lot of work went into applying for the 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme. This was a five year plan and 

has now been completed and it was a great success and a big 

thank you to all the committee members who put in so much time 

and effort to work on this project. Just a few photos below to show 

the parking lanes, painting of buildings, repair to footpaths, new 

signs on all approach roads and new street furniture.  

Clonmellon Men’s shed: It is great to have this organisation 

back up and running. They are now located at the end of the vil-

lage. They received a 45ft portacabin from the (Irish Men’s Shed 

Association) and made some repairs and now it’s fully fitted out 

with tools and equipment to work on projects. A thank you to all 

our sponsors who helped with their generous donations to pay for 

our insurance and running cost . 

Projects carried out for Tidytowns:  

Over the last 4 years a lot of projects were carried out by the ti-

dytowns committee. We also had a lot of work done by the local 

community council, Westmeath County Council, and projects car-

ried out by various organisations in the village.  

.  



The entrance to the industrial estate was in a bad way we now 

have our community garden there and we just won this year’s 

entry to the pride of place competition to represent County 

Westmeath. The railings and border around the trees ware bad 

now they have new borders which were put down by the county 

council and the railings got painted and we put history plaques 

on the trees and on different buildings around the village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local News: Over the last couple of months our local day to day 

shop was changed to Daybreak and the shop had a complete refit 

and what a great job they did. Well done to Vikram and his team 

who gives so much support to our community with the services 

that his shop provides.  

St John’s Church: As we know this church was renovated a 

couple of years ago by Allen and Lorena Krause of Killua Castle 

and they allow arts and crafts to be displayed at various times of 

the year. This year we had two arts and craft displays the most 

recent one in May 2022. Resonance exhibition by ReVerve Arts 

Group final dates were weekend May 21/22. There was some 

beautiful works of art and crafts on display. This group of visual 

artists exhibit their beautiful works of art in various venues and 

what a pleasure it was to meet them in St John’s church and talk 

about what they do. I would like to give a big thank you to Penel-

ope Lacey( Sculpture ) Annabel Potterton ( Artists ) Mary Clarke 

( Artists ) Dympna O’Mhoney ( Artists ) and Helene Malone 

(Artists ) for all their hard work in setting up this exhibition. 

Community Garden: From the start of this project Allied Re-

cycling has been a great supporter of the garden and not only do 

they support tidytowns they are big supporters of all organisa-

tions in the village. They provide a lot of employment in the area 

which is greatly welcome. A lot of work is done in our community 

garden for tidy towns and a what a great job they do to help make 

our village a brighter and more colourful place to live. Everyone 

in the garden takes part in planning the verity of flowers to be 

grown for all our hanging baskets, flower beds replanting all the 

trees with wild flowers and all the flower pots outside the church. 

This takes a lot of time and this work is greatly appreciated.  

Clonmellon is not a very big village but we do have a big commu-

nity spirit. When we look at the different events that take place 

here at different times of the year such as Christmas Markets, 

Culture events, Farmers Market, Christmas Concerts, Summer 

Events such as Body and Soul in Ballinlough Castle, and our his-

tory. We even have our own local internet radio station. But most 

of all it’s the people that make a community and we have that 

community spirit that is inviting and welcoming as we can see by 

the different nationalities that we have in our village and sur-

rounding areas and our newest arrivals from the Ukraine that 

have been made very welcome to our community. So when we say 

that we live in Clonmellon we can say that with a lot of pride and 

we should be proud of the area where we live. Tidy towns is not 

just flowers and gardens ,environment, biodiversity ,to us it’s 

about Community and its clear to see with all the help that is giv-

en on the various projects over the last couple of years that our 

community is strong and caring and inviting.  

On Behalf of the committee I would like to thank all the business 

in the community and surrounding areas that support us 

throughout the year. John Wilson Secretary  



Nature Hero Awards for schools  

The Nature Hero Award is Ireland’s first, standalone outdoor 

learning award. It is a mark of excellence for a school that recog-

nises exceptional work by students and staff to help nature. 

 

The aim of the achievement is to create an educational space that 

nurtures a love of nature, develops a knowledge of our biodiver-

sity and encourages action to help it locally. It covers many top-

ics such as school gardening, biodiversity conservation, ecologi-

cal literacy, responsible citizenship as well as physical and men-

tal wellbeing. There's also some great prizes to be won!  

It's very simple! Just follow the steps and start completing tasks 

in your own time. Projects include practical tasks such as hang-

ing bird nest boxes and pollinator planting but also involve en-

suring outdoor teaching time each week and staff training. You 

might have done some already, that's ok! You can do it as quickly 

or as slowly as you like. This being our first year, we are initially 

beginning with primary schools, and you have extra time to com-

plete the checklist. In future years, our launch date will be 1st 

September and closing date for completed applications each year 

will be 30th April. Schools will be awarded by 1st June each year. 

The closing date for this first class of Nature Heroes will be 30th 

April 2023 - so you have plenty of time!  

. Further details at https://www.biodiversityinschools.com/

nature-hero-awards.html  

NATIONAL HERITAGE WEEK 

13TH—21ST AUGUST 2022 

 

The Heritage Council is delighted to announce that National 

Heritage Week 2022 will take place from Saturday, 13th August 

to Sunday, 21st August 2022.  

Heritage for the past, present and future National Heritage 

Week 2022 will take place from Sat 13th to Sun 21st August 

with the return of in-person events as well as continuing to 

showcase digital heritage projects, which proved so popular 

over the last two years, and is all about engaging with heritage 

to create a more resilient world, in particular exploring sustain-

ability and biodiversity.  

Further information and for some things to consider when 

planning your project go to  https://www.heritageweek.ie/

news/national-heritage-week-2022  

Coffee Mornings for Parents of Chil-

dren with Additional Needs -

Westmeath: 

Airc Midlands coffee morning for parents of children with ad-

ditional needs takes place the first Tuesday in every Month in 

the Annebrook hotel, Mullingar from 10am – 12pm . 

This is a Free group for parents of children of all ages 

  

To book your place email aircmidlands@gmail.com or phone 

089 4708741 

https://www.biodiversityinschools.com/nature-hero-awards.html
https://www.biodiversityinschools.com/nature-hero-awards.html
https://www.heritageweek.ie/news/national-heritage-week-2022
https://www.heritageweek.ie/news/national-heritage-week-2022


LINK TO PLAN & REPORT : https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/352c3-public-consultation-on-the-eu-just-

transition-fund/ 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/352c3-public-consultation-on-the-eu-just-transition-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/352c3-public-consultation-on-the-eu-just-transition-fund/


Preparation of a Combined                   

Heritage and Biodiversity Plan for 

Westmeath 2023-2027 
A new Heritage and Biodiversity Plan is being prepared for West-

meath. The County Heritage and Biodiversity Plan will be the Lo-

cal Authority’s statement of intent in relation to the heritage and 

biodiversity of Westmeath and will set out areas of focus and ac-

tion for the next five years. It will guide the work of the Heritage 

Office and cross-departmental activities that include heritage and 

biodiversity. 

Currently there are individual Heritage and Biodiversity Plans. 

The Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 is due to be 

updated and the Westmeath Heritage Plan 2018-2023 is nearing 

the end of its term. Consultation on the preparation of the new 

combined Heritage and Biodiversity Plan for County Westmeath 

presents an opportunity to assess priorities for the next five years. 

Review of the Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 and 

the Heritage Plan 2018–2023 

Progress has been made on implementing most of the actions of 

the Biodiversity and Heritage Plans and many actions are on-

going. 

Please see below examples of projects that have been carried out 

to date; 

Management of Invasive Alien Species at Belvedere House, Gar-

dens and Park 

Audit of Geological Heritage sites in Westmeath 

Swift Survey 

Barn Owl Survey 

Wetlands Survey (desktop and field survey) 

Survey of Industrial Heritage 

Training in best practice management and recording of historic 

graveyards 

Conservation works to the Athlone Town Wall; The Old Gaol in 

Fore; Kilbixy Leper Hospital 

Conservation Plans have been prepared for Killefree Church in 

Castlepollard, St Owen’s Church in Ballymore, Court Devenish 

House in Athlone; 

Digital Interpretation of the Bronze Age Trackway in Mayne 

Lidar Survey of Hill of Uisneach 

Training in Oral History 

Westmeath Field Names Recording Project 

A full review of the Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-

2020 is available at the link below; 

Please click here to download the Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-

2020: 

Review of Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 

Please click here to view the Heritage Project Reports 

Format for the Combined Heritage and Biodiversity 

Plan 

To date the Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan and County Her-

itage Plans and have focussed largely on actions, some of which 

have been specific and detailed. It is intended that the new Herit-

age and Biodiversity Plan will set out Strategic Aims and Objec-

tives, which will guide key areas for action. This will mean the 

Plan will have scope to address new and changing priorities that 

may arise during its term. 

The development of the Westmeath Heritage and Biodiversity 

Plan will be influenced by several key considerations. These in-

clude: 

Biodiversity Crisis - the loss of biodiversity is now widely 

acknowledged. The new Heritage and Biodiversity Plan will bring 

greater focus on projects and actions to tackle biodiversity loss.  

Climate Change – there is and will continue to be a focus across 

all sectors in relation to climate change. This ranges from manag-

ing peatlands, to supporting our archaeological heritage to with-

stand the effects of a changing climate, to adapting and reusing 

existing building stock, to carbon accounting and beyond. 

Funding Criteria – several new funding schemes have come on 

stream in recent years and these have enabled greater investment 

in projects concerning Heritage and Biodiversity in Westmeath. 

These include the Community Monuments Fund and the Local 

Authority Biodiversity Action Fund. Other relevant funding 

streams and initiatives in relation to heritage projects include the 

Town Centre First Policy and the Historic Towns Initiative. 

Consultation 

Pre-draft Consultation will be open until Fri 8th July 2022.  

 

Written submissions: 

When making a submission please state what group (if any) you 

represent. Your submission should say what you think the priori-

ties are for Heritage and Biodiversity in Westmeath over the next 

five years. 

If you would like would like more information on the process 

please email heritage@westmeathcoco.ie 

Submissions will also be accepted via the post to; The Heritage 

Office, Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co Westmeath 

Details of the consultation process and all associated meetings 

will be posted on Westmeath Heritage social media channels: 

https://www.facebook.com/Westmeath-Heritage-

772636419571807 

https://twitter.com/Wmeathheritge 

https://www.instagram.com/westmeath_heritage/ 

http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/media/Westmeath%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan%2020142020.pdf
http://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/media/Westmeath%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan%2020142020.pdf
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/sites/default/files/Review%20of%20Westmeath%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan%202014-2020.pdf
Please%20click%20here%20to%20view%20the%20Heritage%20Project%20Reports
https://www.facebook.com/Westmeath-Heritage-772636419571807
https://www.facebook.com/Westmeath-Heritage-772636419571807
https://twitter.com/Wmeathheritge
https://www.instagram.com/westmeath_heritage/






Survey on the impacts of COVID-19 on  

adults aged 18-29 years old  living in Ireland-  

Participants Needed! 

We are currently invit-

ing adults aged 18-29 

years living in Ireland 

to take part in an inter-

national research study 

exploring perspectives 

on the impact of 

COVID-19. This study is being conducted by Dr Lindsay Sullivan, a 

Lecturer in the Discipline of Children’s Studies at NUI Galway in 

collaboration with researchers at 79 other sites across the globe. 

This research project has been reviewed and approved by the NUI 

Galway Research Ethics Committee  

Be part of it by completing this 40-60-minute anonymous sur-

vey: https://tilburgss.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/

SV_0d2z9qu8Uixdh9Y.  

This anonymous survey assesses the impact, perceptions, and ex-

periences of COVID-19 on young people, including on individual’s 

overall wellbeing, identity, coping strategies, and behaviours. You 

may also invite your family and friends within this age group to 

participate in this study. Your responses to this survey are very im-

portant and will help further our understanding of the COVID-19 

experiences of adults aged 18-29 years old around the world. 

Deadline to complete the survey: July 31, 2022 

For additional information about the study, please contact Dr. 

Lindsay Sullivan via email 

at LindsayMarie.Sullivan@nuigalway.ie. Thank you for your time 

and consideration. 

https://tilburgss.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0d2z9qu8Uixdh9Y
https://tilburgss.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0d2z9qu8Uixdh9Y


Westmeath Community Development 

Community Biodiversity Enhance-

ment Initiative 

 

€80,000 Funding available for Community Biodi-

versity Projects under the LEADER Transitional & 

EURI Programme 2022. 

Westmeath Community Development is inviting community & 

voluntary organisations in the county to participate in a Commu-

nity Biodiversity Enhancement Initiative which takes place in July 

2022. 

The creation of opportunities for communities to enhance their 

towns, village and hinterlands as well as the protection, mainte-

nance and enhancement of biodiversity has been provided un-

der the LEADER Local Development Strategy (LDS) for West-

meath.   Under the current LEADER Transitional Programme 

support is being provided towards new and innovative projects 

in the area of climate change, environmental protection and the 

green economy and a budget of €80,000 has been allocated 

towards biodiversity projects.  

Since its inception the LEADER Programme has supported many 

environmental and amenity projects in the county and more re-

cently communities have been assisted with the production of 

Tidy Towns Plans. Many groups however, would not have had 

the opportunity to implement their plans as a result of disruption 

of activity as a result of the pandemic. This initiative is therefore 

organised to assist groups and act as a catalyst to reinvigorate 

and encourage the development of biodiversity projects by 

Westmeath communities. 

The initiative commences with a workshop which will be held on 

Wednesday 6th July from 6.30-8.30pm in Bloomfield House 

Hotel, Mullingar. Participants will hear from a specialist   about 

the important role that biodiversity plays in our communities and 

how it contributes to combating climate change. Guidance on 

how to apply for LEADER funding for projects will also be provid-

ed.  The workshop will also provide attendees with an opportuni-

ty to network with others from across the county. Another key 

element of this initiative will be the provision of one to one con-

sultancy with the specialist who will provide advice and guidance 

on site for participating groups in the respective areas. 

To register for the Event; Please contact the LEADER Section of 

Westmeath Community Development by email to Anna Duffy 

asduffy@westcd.ie or leader@westcd.ie on or before 1st July 

2022.  

mailto:asduffy@westcd.ie
mailto:leader@westcd.ie


MINISTER JOE O’BRIEN ANNOUNCES       

PUBLICATION OF INDEPENDENT REPORT 

REVIEWING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION       

NETWORK STRUCTURES 

Minister for Community Development and Charities, Joe O’Brien 

TD, has published the independent review of the Public Participa-

tion Networks (PPNs), fulfilling a commitment made in the Pro-

gramme for Government. 

The review of Public Participation Network structures, commis-

sioned by the Department of Rural and Community Develop-

ment, was conducted by Mazars. 

It evaluated current structures to identify any challenges as well 

as opportunities for further strengthening and enhancing Partici-

pation Networks. 

Speaking about the publication of the review, Minister O’Brien 

said: 

“I am delighted to publish the independent review of Public Par-

ticipation Network structures today. 

“It is the product of extensive stakeholder consultation and input. 

I am pleased to say that over 650 individuals inputted into the 

process, taking part in a survey, focus groups, and providing writ-

ten submissions. This speaks to the passion and energy of all 

those involved in the Participation Networks, who often go above 

and beyond in working on behalf of their communities across Ire-

land.” 

The review identified the strengths of the Public Participation 

Network, such as: 

·       It gives communities access to decision makers that would 

not otherwise be possible 

·       Provides a voice for communities in local decision-making 

·       Creates strong relationships between stakeholders 

·       It delivers ongoing communication, engagement and infor-

mation-sharing. 

It also identified a number of areas where improvements can be 

made and has made recommendations to address these. 

Key recommendations include clarifying roles and responsibili-

ties, ensuring independence is maintained, and providing more 

proactive and coordinated HR support for Participation Network 

staff. 

The review also recommended introducing a national Public Par-

ticipation Network coordination structure, which would engage 

with local development and representation structures such as the 

local development companies, the Older People’s Councils and 

Comhairle na nÓg. 

Minister O’Brien added: 

“I am eager to encourage greater diversity among those taking 

part in Participation Networks, and in particular in supporting 

young people to become involved. 

“In keeping with the participative ethos of the Public Participa-

tion Networks, my Department will now work with the stakehold-

ers to develop a roadmap to guide the implementation process. 

“We look forward to moving together to strengthen the Participa-

tion Network structures so they can further contribute to our vi-

brant local government sector.” 

The Department of Rural and Community Development will now 

work with stakeholders to develop an implementation roadmap 

to guide any changes to Public Participation Network structures. 

Participatory and co-design processes will be used to prioritise 

recommendations based on stakeholder input, and to ensure a 

diverse range of views and representatives are involved. 

This initiative forms part of a range of measures being undertak-

en by the Department to support the community and voluntary 

sector, and to empower thriving, sustainable communities across 

Ireland. 

Other notable actions include the publication of the General 

Scheme for the Charities (Amendment) Bill in April 2022, which 

aims to improve the ability of the Charities Regulator to conduct 

its statutory functions. 

It will also ensure more proportionate regulation leading to great-

er public trust and confidence in the charities sector. 

The recent establishment of The National Advisory Group on the 

Development of a Government Policy on Philanthropy in Ireland 

will also support the sector. 

The full PPN Structural Review Report is available here  https://

www.gov.ie/en/collection/19e5e-ppn-structural-review-report/

#:~:text=An%20independent%20review%20of%20the,they%

20are%20fit%20for%20purpose 



Westmeath Libraries 

Your Westmeath Library membership 

gives you access to so much. You can 

use it to borrow books, dvds, cds and 

more in your local library. You can use 

it to connect to our WiFi when in the 

library.  At home you can still use your 

library card, we have ebooks, eaudio-

books, digital magazines, online learning, languages courses and 

newspapers. Find out more at www.westmeathcoco.ie/LibOnline 

or ask any member of staff on your next visit to the library. 

                                                                                  

Coming Soon - My Open Library 

Library members in Moate and Castlepollard will soon have 

more time to visit their local libraries with the introduction of the 

My Open Library service. 

This allows registered members to access the Library from 8am 

to 10pm seven days a week, all year round. The libraries in the 

two towns are the first in the county where the My Open Library 

service will be rolled out. While the current opening hours with 

library staff will remain the same, library users will be able to 

take out and return books without assistance thanks to the in-

stallation of self-service facilities. They will also be able to access 

other library services such as Wi-Fi, self-service printing and 

photocopying and study facilities. 

More details coming soon, so stay tuned to our Social Media & 

website         

 

WorkMatters Video series – Online 

Searching for a new job? We have some tips and advice for you in 

our online video. Tune in on facebook, 

and if you have any follow up ques-

tions or would like some one on one 

advice please contact us. 

Contact : mgarlib@westmeathcoco.ie | 

044 9332161 

 

Mini Music Sessions 

Every Monday at 

10am 

Our Online Mini Music 

sessions with Triona 

start back on Mondays 

at 10am. Perfect for your 

little one to enjoy. 

Register on eventbrite 

for Free 

Each 30 minute session 

is full of wiggling, jig-

gling, singing and sharing some of our favourite books. Perfect 

for toddlers, wobblers and pre-schoolers. 

Ten Minute Tales 

  Every Wednesday at 

11am 

  Join us on facebook for 

our online storytime. 

 Perfect for toddlers, and 

adults to enjoy       on 

their morning break.  

www.facebook.com/

WestmeathLibraries 

Our in person storytimes have started back, ask in your local li-

brary for details. And remember if you are interested in starting 

or joining a Parent & Toddler group in the library please let us 

know. 

 

Kilbeggan Library 

KNITTING AND CRO-

CHET GROUP 

Knitting and Crochet group meet 

every Monday morning at 

11.00am. 

 

Join our group to have a chat over 

a cup of tea in Kilbeggan Library. 

 

4th, 11th, 18th and 25th July 

 

. 

Join us In Kilbeggan 

Library for Toddler 

and Teddy Story 

July 7th – 2pm 

July 15th – 11am 

July 20th – 11am  

 

 

 

New Library Management System is here! 

At the end of March Westmeath Libraries, along with all other 

public libraries in Ireland launched our new and improved li-

brary catalogue. If you haven't had a chance yet why not take a 

look at westmeath.spydus.ie. 

You'll have to reset your PIN to login and use our online re-

sources. You can do this online yourself, ask when you are in the 

library, or contact us library@westmeathcoco.ie or tel 044 

9332162 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__westmeathcoco.us1.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D6ff7cef492079624f3b96702a-26id-3D5ed25526bf-26e-3Dce41c35790&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=c19seVn6dgA8spBT4B5fWors7KSvOBQ
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__westmeathcoco.us1.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D6ff7cef492079624f3b96702a-26id-3D5ed25526bf-26e-3Dce41c35790&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=c19seVn6dgA8spBT4B5fWors7KSvOBQ
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__westmeath.spydus.ie&d=DwQFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=c19seVn6dgA8spBT4B5fWors7KSvOBQStOKcoQuwhVA&m=LZpq6Vul34pOyB7FoSggP7P9nhjCBnByD3WZj1MgHt0&s=SrM_CV0ss1k0IKpqcgGUXOug5JHtB2d4Zdd


Westmeath Libraries 

Westmeath Libraries Podcast 

Our brand new podcast is out now. With monthly episodes cov-

ering all the news from around the county. Subscribe using your 

favourite PodCast app, or click the button below  

Listen to our podcast  

 

Athlone Library 

 

A Novel Idea - Athlone 

Library Children’s Book 

Club 2nd July at 11.30am 

 

Our new Children's Book 

Club is up and running in 

Athlone Library. Join us 

for this, a book club for 

children of all reading abil-

ities. Our next meeting will 

be the 2nd July – first 

Thursday monthly.  

Contact athlib@westmeathcoco.ie | 090 442157 

 

Sahajyoga Mediation Sessions 

2nd July and 26th July – 6:30pm to 7:45pm 

Guided meditation for health and self-improvement. 

 

Moate Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Knitting Group at Moate Library 

Monday Mornings 10:30am – 12:30pm 

Our knitting group meet every Monday morning and new mem-

bers are always welcome.   

Come along and have a knit and a chat. 

 Peg People Arts & Crafts 

Peg People Arts & 

Crafts, will take place 

in Moate Library on 

Tuesday 12th July at 

11:00 am. This art & 

craft session is suitable 

for children age 5 yrs -

9 yrs.   

We have all you will 

need to design your 

own peg with some 

help and guidance 

from our staff on the 

day. 

Please book in with Moate library on Phone no. 0906481888 or 

email moatelib@westmeathcoco.ie 

 

Keep up to date with all that’s happening in Westmeath Libraries 

We have so much going on there's sure to be something of inter-

est to you. Tune in on facebook for our videos and recorded 

events. You'll be able to register for our live events on Eventbrite. 

Stay in touch with us by following our blog where we share tips 

and news on a variety of topics. From what we've been reading, 

to jam-making, and gardening, and more besides. You'll find us 

at www.westmeathlibrary.com 

Contact your local library 

Athlone Library 090-6442157 athlib@westmeathcoco.ie 

Castlepollard Library 044-9332199 cpdlib@westmeathcoco.ie 

Kilbeggan Library 057-9333149 killib@westmeathcoco.ie 

Moate Library 090-6481888 moatelib@westmeathcoco.ie 

Mullingar Library 044-9332161 mgarlib@westmeathcoco.ie 

Library HQ 044-9332162 library@westmeathcoco.ie 

www.westmeathcoco.ie/library 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__westmeathcoco.us1.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D6ff7cef492079624f3b96702a-26id-3D6b75a0ed06-26e-3Dce41c35790&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=c19seVn6dgA8spBT4B5fWors7KSvOBQ
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__westmeathcoco.us1.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D6ff7cef492079624f3b96702a-26id-3D6b75a0ed06-26e-3Dce41c35790&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=c19seVn6dgA8spBT4B5fWors7KSvOBQ


Town & Village Renewal Scheme 

(TVRS) 2022 

Funding is being made available under the Town and Village Re-

newal Scheme to support the continued regeneration of our rural 

towns and villages so that they are attractive and vibrant places for 

people to live and work. 

The 2022 Scheme will prioritise tackling vacancy and dereliction in 

towns and villages, remote working and supporting town centred 

living. Other projects which will be welcomed include street fa-

cades, green spaces, parks, etc. 

Westmeath County Council are seeking Expressions of Interest for 

this Scheme as follows:- 

T&V Main Scheme 

This measure is looking for projects that:- 

• Bring vacant and derelict buildings and sites back into use as 

multi-purpose spaces. This includes former state owned prop-

erty that is no longer being used and is made available to the 

community. Multi-purpose use includes enterprise spaces, 

arts, tourism, youth hubs and other community uses. 

• Projects that bring vacant properties in Town Centres back 

into use as Remote Working Hubs. This also includes funding 

for the repurposing of existing community or publicly owned 

buildings in town or village centres to facilitate remote working. 

Successful applicants who receive funding for remote working 

facilities will be required to commit to a three year membership 

of the National Hub Network. 

• Regeneration projects that will drive greater economic activity 

and footfall, address vacancy and dereliction and ensure the 

re-use of heritage and other existing buildings; these projects 

should be identified in town and village masterplans (or similar) 

developed in collaboration with the local community, business-

es and the other relevant stakeholders in the town or village. 

• New build community centres (where there is a clearly identi-

fied and defined need in a town or village that cannot be met 

with an existing premises).  

• Refurbishment / Renovation works to existing community cen-

tres should be applied for under the DRCD Community Centre 

Investment Fund) 

• Projects to develop parks, plazas, public outdoor dining spac-

es, green spaces (including allotments and community gar-

dens) and recreational spaces/amenities (to include outdoor 

sports facilities such as skate parks, basketball courts, tennis 

courts, etc.) in town centres to make them vibrant hubs for 

community enjoyment, and to increase footfall for local busi-

nesses. Only applications for funding for public or community 

owned or leased properties for a 15 year term and/or lands will 

be considered. Projects must be located in the town or village 

centre. 

Other Projects that may be supported but of a lower priority under 

the 2022 scheme include:  

• Projects to support the upgrade and en-

hancement of street facades in towns and 

villages with a population of less than 

15,000 people. Projects will be consid-

ered if they add colour and vibrancy to 

main streets, and build upon the development of plazas and 

public outdoor dining and recreation spaces as provided for 

under Priority A2. 

• Projects that support and enhance the night-time economy in 

line with emerging recommendations from the Night-Time 

Economy Taskforce.  

• Enhancement of heritage assets (e.g. local museums/tourism 

attractions focused on historical aspects of the area, heritage 

sites/buildings, etc.) located in towns and villages, including 

energy efficiency measures.  

The minimum grant which is available is €20,000. A maximum of 

€250,000 will apply in respect of 5 applications. The maximum 

level of grant funding available is €500,000 in respect of one appli-

cation and 90% rate of aid is available under this measure. 

Project Development Measure: 

The purpose of this Measure is to contribute to projects which 

might be subsequently progressed to construction stage, subject 

to the availability of further funding. It is proposed that applications 

would involve:  

• Development costs for one strategic large scale project, that 

may be subsequently progressed with funding e.g. detailed 

design, preparation for the planning and/or procurement, ap-

propriate assessment etc.  

Funding of up to €50,000 at a 90% rate of aid. 

Building Acquisition Measure (BAM) 

In recognition of the urgent need to transform and regenerate town 

centres a new measure to immediately acquire derelict or vacant 

buildings, with the intention of using these projects for town regen-

eration purposes in line with the aims of TVRS, is being introduced 

this year.  

Two applications with a combined maximum value of €400,000 is 

permitted under this measure for the purchase of vacant and dere-

lict buildings for future development as community assets. All such 

transactions must be completed by 1st November 2022. 

 Note: This measure has an application deadline of 21st June 

2022.  

Marketing Campaign Measure  

A new Marketing Scheme Measure is being introduced, on a trial 

basis, to fund marketing campaigns targeted at attracting remote 

workers and mobile talent to individual counties, in line with the 

commitments under Our Rural Future.  

Funding of up to €50,000 at a 90% rate of aid is available under 

this measure. 

 

Expressions of Interest can be submitted by clicking on the follow-

ing link  

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/

communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/ 

Closing date for completed applications for the Building Acquisition 

Measure is 21st June 2022 and 

The Closing date for all other measures is the 1st July 2022. 

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/


Celebrating and Highlighting Africa Day 

2022 

Africa day celebrations took place in Burgess Park, Athlone on 

Saturday  28th May and the event was a huge success. The 

Cathaoirleach of Westmeath County Council, Frankie Keena and 

Margaret Egan of Westmeath County Council’s Community sec-

tion attended the event and Frankie Keena officially opened the 

Celebrations.  

There was a great attendance which was helped by the fantastic 

weather that Athlone had on that day.  

There was amazing Music, Dance, Fash-

ion and food on offer to all those that 

came to enjoy the celebrations. 

Master's Thesis PPN Survey 

Cliona Kelliher is a DCU Master's student in Climate Change, 

Policy, Media & Society and is  in the process of completing a 

thesis which has the following title:  

'To analyse the Irish Public Participation Network as a model of 

participatory democracy and to assess its effectiveness in terms 

of enabling climate action policy change and direct climate ac-

tion at local government level' 

She would really appreciate it if you could take the time to com-

plete the below survey  

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PPNSurvey/ 

 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PPNSurvey/


Westmeath Heritage News & Events 

Peatlands Engagement Grant Scheme is open for applica-

tions. The fund is administered by the Peatlands Management 

Unit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Herit-

age with a total fund of €500,000 available in 2022. The scheme 

aims to support initiatives with community benefit that promote 

awareness, conservation and revitalisation of Irish Peat-

lands.  Funding is available to support a maximum of 75% 

of the project eligible costs with a maximum grant of €25,000. For 

details see: https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/

peatlands-community-engagement-scheme-funding-2022 

 

Decade of Centenaries Video released: The 1922 'pact' elec-

tion in Longford-Westmeath is the subject of the lat-

est video by Westmeath County Council Historian in Resi-

dence Dr Paul Hughes see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Odh7ArrR8JQ Dr Paul Hughes, analyses the general election 

of 16 June 1922 in Longford-Westmeath, the unusual circum-

stances surrounding it, the build-up and its outcomes, as Ireland 

edged closer to civil war. 

 

Westmeath County Council are inviting stakeholders and mem-

bers of the Mullingar community to take part in an early consul-

tation exercise via an online survey, to explore the needs and 

aspirations of the local community with regards to Mullingar. As 

part of this early consultation engagement you are invited to 

complete the online survey which is open for a two week period 

until the closing date on Tuesday 5
th

 July 2022 at 5 pm. The 

survey is available at https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie or  directly 

at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QVW2RHW  

 

Survey results will be considered in the context of the upcoming 

Mullingar Town Centre Health Check followed by the prepara-

tion of a Strategic Issues Paper for Mullingar. This Issues Paper 

will also be open for public consultation where there will be a fur-

ther opportunity to have your say in shaping a Local Area Plan 

for Mullingar.  Queries should be emailed to mullingarsur-

vey@westmeathcoco.ie 

 

The Heritage Council is hosting webinars to support Heritage 

Week event and project organisers to learn more about organis-

ing events and projects. During the sessions you’ll hear from her-

itage experts and past National Heritage Week event and project 

organisers. You’ll also have a chance to ask questions relating to 

this year’s themes of sustainable heritage and biodiversity, as 

well as about the practicalities around developing sustainable . 

 

Events: 

 

Sat 25
th

 June 10am – 12:15pm: FREE Workshop on Butterfly 

identification & survey training - led by Ecologist Alan Lauder 

introductory talk in Castlepollard Library followed be a practical 

session on site (Coolure Demense). Participants will learn 

how to identify different species of butterfly, how to log 

sightings with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and 

how to get involved in butterfly monitoring schemes col-

lecting valuable data on butterflies in Westmeath.This 

workshop on Butterfly identification and introduction to 

surveying is being offered by Westmeath County Council 

with the support of the Local Biodiversity Action Fund, 

administered by the Department of Housing, Local Gov-

ernment and Heritage. All welcome. 

 

Sun 26
th

 June 12 noon Streete Vintage Festival 

Tues 28
th

 June (note rescheduled from 21
st
)   - Athlone Li-

brary  - 6pm-7:30pm Public meeting Consultation on a new 

Heritage and Biodiversity Plan for Westmeath 

Thurs 30th June Boher Hall 8pm - 9pm  meeting of the West-

meath Field Names Recording Project  - project coordinator 

Aengus Finnegan is inviting everyone interested in getting in-

volved in recording the names of fields in the area to come along. 

 

Fri 1
st

 & Sat 2
nd

 July Oral History Network Ireland (OHNI) will 

host their annual conference, titled Memory and Oral History, on 

in Maynooth with an exciting selection of workshops, papers and 

discussion sessions as well as their keynote address from Pro-

fessor Guy Beiner.  Registration and event costs at https://

oralhistorynetworkireland.ie/2022-conference  

https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-community-engagement-scheme-funding-2022
https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-community-engagement-scheme-funding-2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Odh7ArrR8JQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Odh7ArrR8JQ
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QVW2RHW
mailto:mullingarsurvey@westmeathcoco.ie
mailto:mullingarsurvey@westmeathcoco.ie
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United Nations Public Service award for the 

Social Inclusion and Community Activation 

Programme (SICAP)  
• Social Inclusion Programme recognised as key to the COVID 

response. 

• Poverty reduction and support for communities key 

Joe O’Brien TD, Minister of State with responsibility for Commu-

nity Development and Charities, (Thursday, 23rd June 2022) 

welcomed the announcement that the Social Inclusion and Com-

munity Activation Programme (SICAP)” won a 2022 United Na-

tions Public Service Award,  

The prestigious award, in the category of “Institutional resilience 

and innovative responses to the COVID-19 pandemic” sees inter-

national recognition for Ireland’s primary Social Inclusion pro-

gramme.  

SICAP is a Department of Rural and Com-

munity Development programme that 

aims to reduce poverty and promote social 

inclusion and equality.  

It is delivered by supporting communities 

and individuals via community develop-

ment, engagement, and collaboration.  

Welcoming the award, Minister O’Brien 

said: 

“I am very proud that the SICAP pro-

gramme has been recognised for this 

award, an acknowledgement internation-

ally of the immense work of the pro-

gramme, particularly over the course of 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  

“SICAP supports communities and individuals using local com-

munity development approaches, engagement and collaboration 

within the framework of a national programme.  

“This allows for flexibility to respond to new and emerging local 

needs aimed at supporting local communities and building com-

munity resilience.  

“Some of the innovative responses during the pandemic included 

food parcels, shop and drop and meals-on-wheels services, 

friendly calls and phone based crisis counselling services and 

support to families adapting to digital services.” 

The Minister concluded: 

“This award, a first for this Department, is testament to the 

strength of the programme and the hard work and commitment 

of our DRCD staff, Pobal, Local Government, Local Development 

Companies and programme beneficiaries.  

“Today, we celebrate public service and continue our commit-

ment and dedication to serving the public interest to the highest 

possible standard and inspire and encourage others working 

across the public service.” 

SICAP is managed at a local level by 33 Local Community Devel-

opment Committees (LCDCs), with support from local authori-

ties. The programme is implemented nationally by 46 Local De-

velopment Companies (LDCs) across 51 areas. 

The budget for the programme in 2022 is €43 million. 

The Department of Rural and Community Development Press 

Office 

 

Notes for editors: 

The Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme 

(SICAP 2018 – 2023) is the  Government’s primary social inclu-

sion programme and aims to reduce poverty and promote social 

inclusion and equality through supporting communities and in-

dividuals via community development, engagement, and collabo-

ration. The programme is funded by the Department of Rural 

and Community Development (DRCD) and co-funded by the Eu-

ropean Social Fund (ESF) under the Programme for Employabil-

ity, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) 2014 - 2021. SICAP is man-

aged at a local level by 33 Local Community Development Com-

mittees (LCDCs), with support from local authorities. The pro-

gramme is implemented nationally by 46 Local Development 

Companies (LDCs) across 51 areas. 

A 10% increase was secured for the programme for 2022, the 

largest increase since the programme was launched, bringing the 

budget to €43 million.  This represents a €4 million increase and 

provides for the creation of a significant number of job places for 

new community work on the ground in com-

munities across the country. An additional 

€5 million funding was announced on June 

1st to support the Local Development Com-

panies through SICAP for the community 

response to support people arriving from 

Ukraine. 

The SICAP Programme has 2 goals:  

1. Supporting Communities 

To support communities and target groups 

to engage with relevant stakeholders in iden-

tifying and addressing social exclusion and 

equality issues, developing the capacity of 

Local Community Groups, and creating 

more sustainable communities. 

2. Supporting Individuals 

To support disadvantaged individuals to improve the quality of 

their lives through the provision of lifelong learning and labour 

market supports. 

And 3 horizontal themes: 

1. Promoting an equality framework with a particular focus 

on gender equality and anti-discrimination practices; 

2. Applying community development approaches to achieve 

the participation of disadvantaged and marginalised communi-

ties in the wider local development context; and 

3. Developing collaborative approaches with stakeholders 

to improve how mainstream policies and programmes are deliv-

ered so that they impact more positively on the socially excluded. 

All beneficiaries must belong to one of the 13 SICAP target 

groups which are: 

• Disadvantaged Children and Families 

• Disadvantaged Women  

• Disadvantaged Young People (aged 15 – 24) 

• Emerging Needs Group  

• Lone Parents  

• Low Income Workers/Households 

• New Communities 

• People living in Disadvantaged Communities 

• People with Disabilities 

• Roma 

• The Disengaged from the Labour Market (Economically 

Inactive) 

• The Unemployed 

• Travellers 



 
WPPN- Westmeath Public  

Participation Network  
Community Development Section,  

Westmeath County Council,  
Áras an Chontae,  

Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 FH4N 
 

Direct Line: 044 9332157  
Email: info@westmeathppn.ie 

Westmeath PPN website:  
www.westmeathppn.ie  

for News & Upcoming Events  


