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DEAN CROWE SESSIONS LAUNCHED 

 

4 free music gigs announced for Dean Crowe Bar 

 

Athlone. 28.09.2022 – The Dean Crowe Theatre today launched its new gig series Dean Crowe Sessions. 

 

Building on the success of the Local Music Platform earlier this year, Dean Crowe Sessions is a series of intimate 

live music gigs featuring independent artists hosted at The Dean Crowe Bar.  

 

The Autumn series will see four artists with growing national reputations featuring in these free gigs in Athlone.  

 

Peter Doran – Friday 7th October              

Ultan Conlon – Saturday 29th October 

Shane Hennessy – Sunday 27th November       

Síomha – Thursday 15th December 

 

Peter Doran is an independent Irish singer, songwriter and musician from Mullingar. “Every Little Thing” from his 

2012 album “Overhead the Stars” has been played over 1.3 million times on Spotify. Peter has headlined shows 

in Holland, Germany, England, Ireland, Belgium and New York and opened shows for Mick Flannery, The Lone 

Bellow, Declan O’Rourke, Fionn Regan and Duke Special. In 2014 Peter released his fourth studio album 

“Outlines” to critical acclaim. John Creedon remarked “This guy is bound for glory if he’s not careful”. 

 

Ultan Conlon has shared the stage with the likes of Jackson Browne, Shelby Lynne, John Fogerty, Mavis Staples, 

Bryan Ferry, John Grant, Eddi Reader, Patty Griffin and Richard Hawley. Ultan has also performed duets with 

Glen Hansard and John Martyn, and Martyn recorded Ultan’s song “Really Gone” in 2005. Many of Ultan’s lauded 

songs have received extensive airplay in Ireland and the UK. Marty Whelan and Eve Blair both deemed “There’s 

a Waltz” as their recommended Album of the Week. Ultan’s “clear, melodic vocal brings Roy Orbison to 

mind” (Americana UK) and his writer’s voice brings forth original songs that combine depths of feeling, 

introspection and modesty.  

 

Virtuoso guitarist Shane Hennessy has established himself as one of the leading guitarists on the world stage, 

known widely for his fingerstyle, flatpicking, and percussive guitar-playing approaches. His energetic live 

performances and his cinematically-vivid compositions tie in influences from Bach to Billie Eilish – and everything 

in between. With a unique style of solo guitar playing that encompasses the range of a whole band – covering 

drums, bass, rhythm and lead lines – Shane builds a complete sonic world entirely on his own, drawing 

comparisons to virtuosos Chris Thile and Tommy Emmanuel. Shane has sold out a solo concert in the National 

Concert Hall in Dublin, released four highly-praised albums and has done extensive international touring across 

Europe, USA and Russia. 

Independent Irish singer and guitarist Síomha dances the line between folk, jazz and neo-soul effortlessly taking 

audiences on an unexpected and unforgettable journey with her soulful melodies. Her debut album ‘Infinite Space’ 
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– described by The Irish Times as “a seriously accomplished and self-confident debut” – is a collection of songs 

in both Irish and English. Síomha has toured with Paul Brady, Wyvern Lingo, Moxie, Joey Dosik (Vulfpeck), Notify 

and has performed at festivals such as Electric Picnic, Celtic Connections (Glasgow) and Fête de la Musique at 

Centre Culturel Irlandais in Paris. 

Theatre Manager Killian Collins said “the team at The Dean Crowe have put great work into developing this 

series. The feedback from audiences throughout the year has been very positive and encouraging. It’s really 

turning into a cool little venue with high quality music, a nice atmosphere, supportive audience and a very easy-

going vibe. It’s a simple and satisfying night out.” 

Peter Doran and Ultan Conlon’s gigs are kindly supported by Westmeath County Council and The Department 

of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media as part of Phase 4 of the Local Live Performance 

Programming Scheme. In October 2021, Minister Catherine Martin announced an additional fund to the €50m 

suite of COVID-19 measures to support the commercial live performance sector earlier in the year. This project 

is designed to support those working in the professional arts and culture sectors by developing events that engage 

the services of local professional artists, musicians, technicians, producers, and other professional practitioners 

involved in live performances. The Westmeath LLPPS has proven extremely successful, supporting numerous 

artists and arts workers through multiple live performance events across the county throughout the year with 

Phase 4 events running until the end of October. More information on the Westmeath Local Live Performance 

Facebook page.  

All four gigs are free admission. Doors 7pm. Gig 8pm. Information for all Dean Crowe events is available through 

the theatre website www.deancrowetheatre.com.  
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