
We are currently in the process of developing a dedicated website for WPPN.
In the meantime you can find information on our work in the Community Development Section of Westmeath
County Council’s website at https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ 

Contact Mark or Martin directly at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie

Newsletter

Greetings from Mark and Martin in WPPN.

Spring has arrived since our last Newsletter
and hopefully the winter storms and cold
are behind us. 

A big thank you to all the volunteer groups
who offered their premises, their resources
and their time to assisting those without
power and water following the Storm  - it’s
heartening to see this depth of community
solidarity and spirit in the county.

For many of your groups Spring is also the
time of year for filling out grant applications
and starting on those plans for the year
ahead.

We were delighted with the turnout at our
Funding Evenings and Clinics in Athlone
and Mullingar over the past two weeks. We
hope these events have highlighted the
public supports that are available to
community and voluntary groups in the
county.
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For those of you who couldn’t attend the
events the presentations will be made
available online shortly.

This year it will be possible to apply for
many of the WCC Community grants
online. Inside this newsletter you will find
links to these applications and to our
colleagues in the Community Section who
are always available to assist.

In other news work has started on the
WPPN website, which we hope will be
launched later this Spring. This website will
enable us to communicate with WPPN
members and the public more efficiently. It
is a key objective for 2025.
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Funding/Grants
Info Events 2025







An Coimisiún Toghcháin/ The Electoral Commission is
preparing an Education and Public Engagement Strategy
to encourage democratic participation in Ireland.

As part of this process they are currently undertaking a
comprehensive public consultation process. This
process began on 10 February and will finish on 24
March.

If you would like to participate in this important process
please visit www.electoralcommission.ie/consultation or
scan the QR code below.

The Electoral Commission is a statutory, independent body,
established under the Electoral Reform Act of  2022

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.electoralcommission.ie_consultation&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=FxIRaIfB8IKRmMNsERvZxP7NlktY5K56kOoMkQuafyg&m=w07pvlniAYnJvPzWqpjVfPl-hWzj4nMxi1JxO3vjMSWTEYFqcYNlxNrYZ76yNKvh&s=HJIUurssEYy0ozsQhIcoX6NHuzcnBg0oqIyCov7LwVA&e=


Westmeath County Council
is inviting members of the public, residents, property

owners, businesses, sporting, community and voluntary
groups and local schools to get involved in the programme

for the establishment of a Kinnegad Town Team



Westmeath County Council
is inviting members of the public, residents, property

owners, businesses, sporting, community and voluntary
groups and local schools to get involved in the programme

for the establishment of a Kilbeggan Town Team



Closing Date
7th March 2025

Under Westmeath County Council’s Cemetery Policy,
Community Cemetery Maintenance Grants are been introduced.

Grants will assist local groups who  incur expenses in carrying
out maintenance/improvement works in their local cemetery.

Maximum grant of €750 available to successful applicants.

Environment Section WCC

2025

For further details
 

visit https://www.westmeathcoco.ie, call 044 9332166 or
email environment-cemeteries@westmeathcoco.ie

mailto:environment-cemeteries@westmeathcoco.ie


New events page on promoting
alcohol-free events in Ireland.

Visit DRINKAWARE website at
https://www.drinkaware.ie/dry-vibe-hub-alcohol-free-events/

Hosting an event??
contact info@drinkaware.ie

 

From coffee meetups, creative workshops,
sober speed-dating and raves, run clubs ... this

page will make it easier to socialise in
supportive, sober settings.

mailto:info@drinkaware.ie


The Irish Georgian Society Conservation Grant Programme
Includes the Homan Potterton Conservation Grant
available for Georgian buildings of architectural merit in
Meath or Westmeath - deadline 19th Feb

Irish Georgian Society
Conservation Grant

closing date
19th Feb 2025

Westmeath Heritage Office

Traditional Farm Buildings Grant
Deadline 10th March 5pm
As well as buildings, this year  applications are invited for
traditional farm features e.g. wrought iron gates

Contact the Westmeath Heritage Officer at
heritage@westmeathcoco.ie or visit the Westmeath Culture

webpage at https://westmeathculture.ie/heritage/ for info

mailto:heritage@westmeathcoco.ie


Events include Open Mic Sessions for young
musicians/singer/DJs at YoYo Youth Cafe

Youth Work Ireland Midlands
Working together with young people and their communities. 

Aims to develop, coordinate and promote a comprehensive
response to youth needs in Westmeath, Offaly & Roscommon

For info on Youth Work Midlands visit
www.youthworkmidlands.org and follow social media feeds

For info on Music Generation in Westmeath visit
https://www.musicgeneration.ie/

Music Generation
A national music education programme whose mission is to

empower children and young people to realise their full
potential through access to, and participation in, high quality

performance music education.



The public consultation is ongoing.
Deadline for submissions of 4th March 2025.

Public Consultation
on the water supply project for the

Eastern and Midlands region

More info at
www.water.ie/projects/national-projects

This project looks at creating infrastructure and envisions
that treated water will be brought from the Parteen Basin to
Peaumont in Dublin, with the capacity for offtakes along the

route in Tipperary, Offaly, and Westmeath. 





WCC Community Section

For more info and to apply online visit the Community
Development Section of Westmeath County Council

website - https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/



WCC Community Section

For more info and to apply online visit the Community
Development Section of Westmeath County Council

website - https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/



WCC Library Section

Keep up-to-date with WCC Library news at
https://westmeathculture.ie/

Free Storytime with Author and Illustrator Dolores Keaveney, author of
popular children's books including Dee the Bee, Huwie the Apple Tree

Feb 22nd. Castlepollard Library 10am. Mullingar Library 12pm
Event suitable for under 8s. Booking at www.westmeathculture.ie

Upcoming events in Castlepollard branch
New members welcome.

Find out more by contacting
044 9332199

Terence Casey will read from his
new book in Athlone Library

22 Feb 2025 - 12noon- 1 PM
Info @ 090 6481888. All welcome.

http://www.westmeathculture.ie/


Westmeath Archaeological and
Historical Society

Visit the WAHS website
for information on upcoming

events/ lectures/ tours -
http://whahs.ie/

The WAHS Lecture Schedule for 2025 continues with a
talk by Prof Anne Byrne in the Greville Arms, Mullingar
on 26th Feb. The lecture will centre on the mosaics in

Mullingar Cathedral which were created  by the famous
Russian poet and artist Boris Anrep.



More information at
https://www.mtu.ie/courses/tlshcwbm/

Munster Technological University
MSc. in Applied Community Led Development for Well-being

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.mtu.ie_courses_tlshcwbm_&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=DJNfjvFBZK4EdRHOX6HWVIb3v8XDAgy39Sv1iJ0JVXA&m=Lwiuci0rIQ30_oii9oB4kMH9TkbJ5fqXPi26atIlz3xSZslWvIwbbX26n-Fp9f1S&s=Tr3H2vbBLeF0do6ff7ocktK89BbOBP7M6YQn-mA6NQg&e=


The NDA also publishes guidance on making the
built environment and public spaces accessible to all
through their Centre for Excellence in Universal
Design

The NDA is an independent statutory body that
provides information and advice to

Government on policy and practice relevant to
the lives of persons with disabilities

Keep up to date on NDA events, publications and
webinars by visiting their website, subscribing to
their quarterly newsletter or visiting their Youtube
channel.

https://nda.ie

https://universaldesign.ie



The ReSHAPE Project offers education/training courses.
Targeted at people who live/work in the Midlands
100% funded
Delivered by the TUS, MTU and UL universities

ReSHAPE is co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European
Union through the EU Just Transition Fund Programme 2021-2027.

It’s aim is to support workers and communities most negatively impacted
by the transition to a low carbon economy by aiding the development of
sustainable and resilient communities in the Midlands, primarily in Laois,

Offaly, Longford, Westmeath.

For more information
Visit https://reshape.ie

Contact info@reshape.ie

For more information
Visit https://reshape.ie

Contact info@reshape.ie



To view visit
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d1ab3-

healthy-ireland-survey-2024/

Healthy Ireland has released it’s annual
survey. It gives an up-to-date picture of the

health of the nation, reporting on many
health-related lifestyle behaviours.

Healthy Ireland

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__axolzb.clicks.mlsend.com_tj_cl_eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjQ0MjA0NyxcImxcIjoxNDExNTg5MDg3ODA2MTA5NzUsXCJyXCI6MTQxMTU4OTIwMjk5MjE4NjE5fSIsInMiOiI5Y2QyZTk2ZDhkOGM5ZDk4In0&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-OQDGRJDxe0FEtgXDMxDbLbTEsan_9vntV_nAxxf4hw&m=MG1--kxuKbBZGQ4NyjSryef-IW7LBnoQzVLIcnhddXSOmKjUztXW_oT9ORTUU0l9&s=Xn3iTFRR1HhUL5iBug818hgpyP2UVsHtnuIxydRYtyM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__axolzb.clicks.mlsend.com_tj_cl_eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjQ0MjA0NyxcImxcIjoxNDExNTg5MDg3ODA2MTA5NzUsXCJyXCI6MTQxMTU4OTIwMjk5MjE4NjE5fSIsInMiOiI5Y2QyZTk2ZDhkOGM5ZDk4In0&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-OQDGRJDxe0FEtgXDMxDbLbTEsan_9vntV_nAxxf4hw&m=MG1--kxuKbBZGQ4NyjSryef-IW7LBnoQzVLIcnhddXSOmKjUztXW_oT9ORTUU0l9&s=Xn3iTFRR1HhUL5iBug818hgpyP2UVsHtnuIxydRYtyM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__axolzb.clicks.mlsend.com_tj_cl_eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjQ0MjA0NyxcImxcIjoxNDExNTg5MDg3ODA2MTA5NzUsXCJyXCI6MTQxMTU4OTIwMjk5MjE4NjE5fSIsInMiOiI5Y2QyZTk2ZDhkOGM5ZDk4In0&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-OQDGRJDxe0FEtgXDMxDbLbTEsan_9vntV_nAxxf4hw&m=MG1--kxuKbBZGQ4NyjSryef-IW7LBnoQzVLIcnhddXSOmKjUztXW_oT9ORTUU0l9&s=Xn3iTFRR1HhUL5iBug818hgpyP2UVsHtnuIxydRYtyM&e=


Westmeath County Council is offering funding support to groups
who would like to celebrate Africa Day.

Please contact WCC Community Development Section
communitygrants@westmeath.coco.ie for an application form.

Closing date for receipt of applications is 21st February 2025.

Africa Day. 25th May 2025
An annual celebration of culture and people.





More info at www.dcu.ie/irin
Email: irin@dcu.ie

IRIN is a collective of Dublin City
University academics, students and

members of civil society.

It is committed to welcoming forcibly displaced
persons and supporting them in accessing third level

education through the awarding of scholarships.

Currently offering free English classes for
International Protection Applicants and Refugees

(In person at DCU Campus ,Glasnevin, Dublin)



At present, members of this faith must travel
to Dublin and Athlone for religious services.

The Public Participation Network
has received a query that a venue in

Mullingar is being sought for fortnightly
Eastern Orthodox Religious Services.

If there are any WPPN member groups
willing to offer/rent their premises

please contact us at

ppn@westmeathcoco.ie
and we will pass on your details.

mailto:ppn@westmeathcoco.ie

