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The Voice of the Community

Greetings from Mark and Martin in WPPN.

Spring has arrived since our last Newsletter
and hopefully the winter storms and cold
are behind us.

A big thank you to all the volunteer groups
who offered their premises, their resources
and their time to assisting those without
power and water following the Storm - it's
heartening to see this depth of community
solidarity and spirit in the county.

For many of your groups Spring is also the
time of year for filling out grant applications
and starting on those plans for the year
ahead.

We were delighted with the turnout at our
Funding Evenings and Clinics in Athlone
and Mullingar over the past two weeks. We
hope these events have highlighted the
public supports that are available to

community and voluntary groups in the
county.

2025

For those of you who couldn't attend the
events the presentations will be made
available online shortly.

This year it will be possible to apply for
many of the WCC Community grants
online. Inside this newsletter you will find
links to these applications and to our
colleagues in the Community Section who
are always available to assist.

In other news work has started on the
WPPN website, which we hope will be
launched later this Spring. This welbsite will
enable us to communicate with WPPN
members and the public more efficiently. It
is a key objective for 2025.
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Can you offer mental health
support to others? Do you
know what to say or do?

Whether at work or in your Train in Mental Health Peer-Support with Cycle
: i 5 Against Suicide to:

community, training in mental

Hoolth S : + Gain a better understanding of peer-support and its
€a ; peer—suppo Wil cquip role in good mental health.

you with the skills and empathy + Learn how to use peer-support and the techniques

to conﬁdently support others of active listening, supportive conversation and

Iooking for help positive coping to help support someone facing

stress of distress.

+ Run over 4 evenings or 2 days, training is free
of charge, delivered LIVE online via Zoom and
accredits 13.5 CPD points.

At work and at play, our aim is to bring
peer-support to the forefront of the
mental health conversation.

For dates and times of training, or to express interest email:
training@cycleagainstsuicide.com

Or register directly online with this QR code or at:

www.cycleagainstsuicide.com/mental-health-
peer-support-training-communities/

“It's OK not to feel OK, and it's absolutely OK to ask for help.”
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SANCTUARY RUNNERS
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Everyone is welcome at S(II‘Ictl.ltll'y Runners!
Come and join the friendliest running & walking group

WHO WE ARE:

« Bringing together your entire community,

including asylum seekers, refugees,

* New
migrants & Irish residents T i ?lroup launchfng
» Build friendships, networks & learn from . R u '”QG‘I’"
each other t Sl Jog or walk
« Get fit, get outside and have some fun! SOQEthEr each
GtUrdq
m -
HOW IT WORKS: * Call of ef’;}m‘:{:':g
Ind
+ Come along and walk or run, all abilities out More

welcomel

« Join us at events around the country!

+» Be part of the blue wave in your Sanctuary % 083 4083621

Runner t-shirt!

e annemarie@sanctuaryrunners.ie
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An Coimisiun Toghchain

An Coimisitn Toghchain/ The Electoral Commission is
preparing an Education and Public Engagement Strategy
to encourage democratic participation in Ireland.

As part of this process they are currently undertaking a
comprehensive public consultation process. This
process began on 10 February and will finish on 24
March.

[f you would like to participate in this important process
please visit www.electoralcommission.ie/consultation or
scan the QR code below.

Scan Here:

The Electoral Commission is a statutory, independent body,
established under the Electoral Reform Act of 2022

| Pollina Station

Your Vote is Your Voice
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Kinnegad
Your Town Team
Get Involved!

Westmeath County Council
is inviting members of the public, residents, property
owners, businesses, sporting, community and voluntary
groups and local schools to get involved in the programme
for the establishment of a Kinnegad Town Team

Save the dates:

Wednesday 12 March 2025, 20:00 to 22:00
Kinnegad Town Team information night where community members can register
their interest and sign up for the Town Team and sector groups
Location: Kinnegad GAA Club, N91 C998

Wednesday 26 March 2025, 20:00 to 22:00
Kinnegad Town Team sector groups information and formation night
Location: Kinnegad GAA Club. N91 C998

Refreshments will be available for both meetings.
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Westmeath County Council
is inviting members of the public, residents, property
owners, businesses, sporting, community and voluntary
groups and local schools to get involved in the programme
for the establishment of a Kilbeggan Town Team

Save the dates:

Wednesday 05 March 2025, 20:00 to 22:00
Kilbeggan Town Team information night where community members can register
their interest and sign up for the Town Team and sector groups.
Location: Kilbeggan Parish Hall, N91 PPK1.

Wednesday 19 March 2025, 20:00 to 22:00
Kilbeggan Town Team sector groups information and formation night.
Location: Kilbeggan Parish Hall, N91 PPK1.

Refreshments will be available for both meetings.
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Environment Section WCC

Cemetery
Maintenance
Grant 2025

Closing Date
7th March 2025

WESTMEATH CUUNT'I’ [EIUNCI

Under Westmeath County Council’s Cemetery Policy,
Community Cemetery Maintenance Grants are been introduced.

Grants will assist local groups who incur expenses in carrying
out maintenance/improvement works in their local cemetery.

Maximum grant of €750 available to successful applicants.

For further details

visit https://www.westmeathcoco.ie, call 044 9332166 or
cmail environment cemeteries@westmeathcoco.ic
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DRINKAWARE

DRINKAWARE
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Westmeath Heritage Office
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The Irish Georgian Society Conservation Grant Programme
e Includes the Homan Potterton Conservation Grant
available for Georgian buildings of architectural merit in
Meath or Westmeath - deadline 19th Feb

Traditional Farm Buildings Grant
« Decadline 10th March 5pm
« As well as buildings, this year applications are invited for
traditional farm features e.g. wrought iron gates

Contact the Westmeath Heritage Officer at
heritage @westmeathcoco.ie or visit the Westmeath Culture
webpage at https://westmeathculture.ie/heritage/ for info
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The Heritage Council
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Youth Work Ireland
Midlands

#7110 10 YOUTH CAFE NULLINGA

| Columb Barracks, Mullingar
{1 Phone: 044 93 45409

Generation

% Music




D Water Supply

Eirlégﬁ ﬁ Project Eastern and

Irish Water Midlands Regiorl

0 Cay

2 Repoial Cestie

& iy Ty

B Waler Beioorn Jone
= [Euigting Maing

= gy My

— WP Ripoiee

# Takep® poangs

B Eraak Prirdors Task

& Faw Water ntaks

i Wabes Treatment Plni
b Bocster Pumping Sratin
W Termination Pons Reereor




Overview of
Community & Enterprise
Supports available in Westmeath

Learn more about Supports available to Communities and
Enterprise, including Capacity Building, Mentoring,
Regenerative Tourism, Climate Action Measures and
Training from Westmeath Local Enterprise Office,
Westmeath Community Development, Tochar, SEAI,
Westmeath Climate Action Team and LWETB.

Date: Thursday 20 March 2025, 10am - 2pm
Tuar Ard Arts Centre, Church St., Moate, Co. Westmeath, N37 X8P6
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Government of Ireland
Regional Assembly government supporting communitie

> Aras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co. Laois WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL
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The Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan Pathway for Transition is co-funded by the Government of Ireland

and the European Union through the EU Just Transition Fund Programme 2021-2027.
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FESTIVAL

GRANT 2025

Westmeath County Council are inviting applications for grant support for
upcoming Festivals and Events. The events should generate increased
economic activity for the local area, involve significant voluntary input and
attract increased visitor numbers to Westmeath.

Closing Date for Receipt of
- Round 1 Applications
MAEATHOM 7th March 2025
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For more info and to apply online visit the Community
Development Section of Westmeath County Council
website - https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/



WCC Community Section

Applications nhow Open

COMMUNITY ACTION SCHEME
GRANTS 2029

e Tidy Touwnms Grant
» Residents Association Grants
o Community Action Grant

CATHAOIRLEACH COMMUNITY
AWARDS 2025

Nominations for Cathaocirleach Award for Westmeath Person /Group of
the Year

Community project of the year Award

Residents Association Project Award

Age Friendly Recognition Award

Pride of Place in the Community Competition

STEM Grant (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics)
Schools Environmental Competition

Deadline for all applications is Friday Tth March 2025

WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL

Comhairle Chontae na hlarmhi

For more info and to apply online visit the Community
Development Section of Westmeath County Council
website - https://www.westmeathcoco.ic/




WCC Library Section

Upcoming events in Castlepollard branch

New members welcome.

Castlepollard Find out more by contacting
Library
Adult Book Club 044 9332199
Thursday,
20th February,
6.30pm
- m
Terence Casey will read from his A

new book in Athlone Library
22 Feb 2025 - 12noon- 1 PM
Info @ 090 6481888. All welcome.

Free Storytime with Author and lllustrator Dolores Keaveney, author of
popular children's books including Dee the Bee, Huwie the Apple Tree
Feb 22nd. Castlepollard Library 10am. Mullingar Library 12pm
Event suitable for under 8s. Booking at www.westmeathculture.ie

Keep up-to-date with WCC Library news at
https://westmeathculture.ie/

N, | aWESTMEATH
Culture

WESTMEATH COUNTY COUNCIL


http://www.westmeathculture.ie/

Westmeath Archaeological and
Historical Socicty

The WAHS Lecture Schedule for 2025 continues with a
talk by Prof Anne Byrne in the Greville Arms, Mullingar
on 26th Feb. The lecture will centre on the mosaics in
Mullingar Cathedral which were created by the famous
Russian poet and artist Boris Anrep.

Visit the WAHS website
for information on upcoming
cvents/ lectures/ tours -

http://whahs.ie/



Munster Technological University

MSc. in Applied Community Led Development for Well-being

MSc

COMMUNITY LED
PEVEI.OPMENT

Building Stronger Communities
through EDUCATION.

WELLBEING [/

Building Stronger Communltles
through EDUC:‘-‘\TIO &

More information at
https://www.mtu.ie/courses/tlshcwbm/
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n D H Udaras Naisitnta Michumais
Mational Disability Authority

The NDA is an independent statutory body that
provides information and advice to
Government on policy and practice relevant to
the lives of persons with disabilities

Keep up to date on NDA events, publications and
webinars by visiting their website, subscribing to

their quarterly newsletter or visiting their Youtube
channel.

https://nda.ie

The NDA also publishes guidance on making the
built environment and public spaces accessible to all

through their Centre for Excellence in Universal
Design

https://universaldesign.ie



ReSHAPE

Regional Skills Horizon And Pathways to Employment

Delivering comprehensive education, training and skills development
opportunities for the Just Transition of the Midlands Region

The ReSHAPE Project offers education/training courses.

Targeted at people who live/work in the Midlands
100% funded

Delivered by the TUS, MTU and UL universities

gﬂ MTU UNIVERSITY OF

Ohscol Tecralichia W LIMERICK

"'"" Murstes Technclogical Uriversity OLLSCOIL LUIMNIGH

ReSHAPE is co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European
Union through the EU Just Transition Fund Programme 2021-2027.

[U's aim is to support workers and communities most negatively impacted

by the transition to a low carbon economy by aiding the development of

sustainable and resilient communities in the Midlands, primarily in Laois,
Offaly, Longford, Westmeath.
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Healthy Ireland

Hecalthy Ireland has released it’s annual
survey. It gives an up-to-date picture of the
health of the nation, reporting on many
health related lifestyle behaviours.

Healthy Ireland Survey 2024

To view visit
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/dlab3}-
healthy ireland survey 2024
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Africa Day. 25th May 2025

An annual celebration of culture and people.

Westmeath County Council is offering funding support to groups
who would like to celebrate Africa Day.
Please contact WCC Community Development Section
communitygrants@westmeath.coco.ie for an application form.
Closing date for receipt of applications is 2Ist February 2025.
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+ Crois Dhearg na hEireann
IrishRed Cross

Humanitarian Awards

Nominations for ..ot
Irish Red Cross ey SR
difference in your

Humanitarian community
Awards are open

irchumanitarianawards.ie




[RIN is a collective of Dublin City
University academics, students and
members of civil socicty.

It is committed to welcoming forcibly displaced
persons and supporting them in accessing third level
cducation through the awarding of scholarships.

Currently offering free English classes for
International Protection Applicants and Refugees
(In person at DCU Campus ,Glasnevin, Dublin)

DCU  Dublin City University

For International Protection Applicants

More info at www.dcu.ie/irin
Email: irin@dcu.ic



The Public Participation Network
has received a query that a venue in
Mullingar is being sought for fortnightly

Eastern Orthodox Religious Services.

At present, members of this faith must travel
to Dublin and Athlone for religious services.

If there are any WPPN member groups
willing to offer/rent their premises
please contact us at

ppn@westmeathcoco.ic
and we will pass on your details.
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