
We are currently in the process of developing a dedicated website for WPPN.
In the meantime you can find information on our work in the Community Development Section of Westmeath
County Council’s website at https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ 

Contact Mark or Martin directly at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie

Newsletter

Greetings from Mark and Martin at the WPPN.

We’re looking forward to seeing many of you
at the Spring WPPN Plenary Meeting on the
16  April in the Bloomfield House Hotel. All
WPPN group members are welcome and
refreshments will be provided. If you’re free
that Wednesday, please do consider
attending - book your place at

th

 https://forms.office.com/e/Gu50ccfryB

One of the main items on the Plenary’s
agenda will be the election of new WPPN
representatives to the WPPN Secretariat and
to the Board of Westmeath Community
Development. The closing date for
nominations is 9  April. If you’d like to know
more about these roles please contact us at
ppn@westmeathcoco.ie or 044 9332157.
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Mark Ahern and Martin Fagan

Westmeath PPN

We are also kicking off with the first of our
Linkage Group Meetings on the 8  April,
with a meeting of the Housing
Community Recreation and Culture
Linkage Group.

th

Through participation in Linkage Groups,
WPPN member groups can have real
input and can keep up-to-date with the
development and implementation of local
government policy.

This year we’re introducing  hybrid
meetings - you can attend either in person
in the Council Offices in Mullingar or
online. We hope this will enable more
people to attend.

To attend in person or to receive a link to
these meetings please register at
https://forms.office.com/e/c2Xgs3ejSM 

All the best

Merin Rebecca
Thomas of the
Mullingar Indian
Association,
speaking prior to her
election to the WPPN
Secretariat at our
last plenary meeting
in Nov 2024.

https://forms.office.com/e/Gu50ccfryB
https://westmeathppn.lightning.force.com/lightning/r/ListEmail/0XBP3000000CPx7OAG/ppn@westmeathcoco.ie
https://westmeathppn.lightning.force.com/lightning/r/Account/001P300000Ha02yIAB/view
https://westmeathppn.lightning.force.com/lightning/r/Account/001P300000Ha02yIAB/view




Contact
Seamus McDermott, WPPN Rep to the Heritage Forum

087-3477345 | seamusmcd11@yahoo.com

The Heritage Forum

Seek Heritage Council Funding for digitizing Co Archives
Support establishment of a Co Archivist position
Field Names Project - https://meitheal.logainm.ie/westmeath
Oral History project.
Research Argentinean connections to Fore area
Networking/Training event
Creative Ireland Film project on Lough Ree
Traditional Farm Buildings Survey

Upcoming Events
6th Apr - Rochfortbridge

The Mary Molesworth Art and Heritage Festival

12th Apr Greville Arms - 9.30am to 3.00pm
The Big Houses in Westmeath.

 

12th Apr - Greville Arms - 8.00pm
Westmeath Historical Society - Annual Conference

 

16th- 24th Aug
Heritage and Bio-diversity Week

Plans /Highlights for 2025

WPPN Reps: Updates

mailto:seamusmcd11@yahoo.com


The Mary Molesworth Festival 
Rochfortbridge  - 6th April 2025 

For more info contact Rahanine Trail Blazers
Follow on instagram @ mary_molesworth_festival

 Email - mmolesworthfestival@gmail.com

 Events include: 
Portrait Competition.

Talk on the life of Mary Molesworth/Lady Belvedere 
Tour of Castlelost Church & Graveyard

Talk at Gaulstown Graveyard. 
Blacksmithing demonstration at Boyhan’s Forge. 

Podcasts by former Bord na Móna workers
Art Projects from the local primary school 

Display of the Castlelost Church Bell. 





Community Climate Action Fund

Online Showcase Webinar showcasing the works
carried out by various successful groups under the

Community Climate Action Fund.
Join on Zoom -Meeting ID - 875 1146 5126

Online Showcase Webinar.
7pm, Thurs 10 Apr.



WCC Library Events

https://westmeathculture.ie
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/library/

Keep up-to-date with WCC Library news at



12th April
Athlone Library
11 to 11.30 am

WCC Library Events

https://westmeathculture.ie
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/library/

Keep up-to-date with WCC Library news at

During April, libraries across the country
will be hosting storytimes and rhyme
times as part of Spring into Storytime

Moate Library Baby &
Toddler Group meet
on Tuesdays 10am-12
April 1st ,8th, 15th,
22nd, 29th 

Castlepollard Library - Craft Workshop
Thurs April 10   3.30-4.30 pm th

 Booking at 044 9332199
cpdlib@westmeathcoco.ie

Launch Event.
Atrium, Athlone Civic Offices and Library

Thurs 3  April 5.30–7.00pmrd

https://www.librariesireland.ie/services/reading/supporti
ng-childrens-reading



Rathowen Community
Development

WPPN Member Group

Public meeting to discuss Road
Safety - particularly on the N4

For more info contact Máire at
maire.murphy@ageandopportunbity.ie

This meeting has being called by Rathowen
Community Development, a WPPN Member

Group, and community members f rom
Ballinalack village.

8pm, Wednesday 16th April
Rathowen Community Hall



Funding for Bike Week Events Available
Westmeath Sports Partnership and
Westmeath County Council scheme to
support cycling events in Westmeath
during National Bike Week

Apply for funding at -
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/2025/03/13

/apply-now-for-bike-week-2025-grants/

https://www.westmeathsports.ie/2025/03/13/apply-now-for-bike-week-2025-grants/
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/2025/03/13/apply-now-for-bike-week-2025-grants/
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/2025/03/13/apply-now-for-bike-week-2025-grants/


Department of Rural and
Community Development 

Our Rural Future
Have your say on the next phase of Ireland’s rural
development policy in this online Public Consultation Survey
The government’s next Rural Development Policy will aim to
address new issues of importance for people in rural Ireland 
Visit https://panel.amarachsurveys.ie/S2/159/DRCD2025/ 
Closing date for submissions is Wednesday, 2 April 2025

Connecting for Life
Online Public Consultation on the development of Ireland’s
Suicide Reduction Policy
More information at
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/6f973-public-
consultation-on-irelands-next-suicide-reduction-policy/
Survey at https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/4b66d611-
a5bc-a3a6-daa1-de2f3e4baf50 
Closing date for submissions is Friday, 18 April 2025

Public Consultation Surveys

Aarhus Convention &
Pollutant Release Transfer Register

Public Consultation on levels of access to environmental
information, public participation in environmental decision-
making and access to justice in relation to environmental
matters
Info at https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7f0fa-launch-of-
public-consultation-for-the-ac-nir-2025-and-prtr-nir-2025/
Closing date for submissions is 7 April 2025

https://panel.amarachsurveys.ie/S2/159/DRCD2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/6f973-public-consultation-on-irelands-next-suicide-reduction-policy/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/6f973-public-consultation-on-irelands-next-suicide-reduction-policy/


Department of Rural and
Community Development 

This scheme is designed to support the revitalisation
of rural Ireland and to build greater resilience in to our
town centres through regeneration projects

Examples of initiatives to be considered are -
town or village centre plaza development
development of green spaces /recreational
amenities
enhancement of streetscapes
supporting markets
upgrading community centres
bringing vacant/derelict buildings into use as
multi-purpose community spaces
supporting vibrant and sustainable Gaeltacht and
island communities

Projects will align with the objectives of the following
Government policies Our Rural Future; Town Centre
First; Our Living Islands.

Launch of 2025 Town and Village
Renewal Scheme 

For more information on rural supports in Westmeath
please visit the Westmeath Co Co webpage

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices
/communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/ 

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ruralsupports/


Monday 19th May 2025
10am-13.30pm

Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar



Conservation Advice Grant Scheme for
Vacant Traditional Houses 2025

Funding scheme to provide grants for expert
conservation advice to owners of vacant traditional
houses who are availing of, or considering, the Vacant
Property Refurbishment Grant.
This is being offered by the National Built Heritage
Service of Department of Housing, Local Government,
and Heritage.
More information at gov.ie - Conservation Advice Grant
Scheme for Vacant Traditional Houses 
Deadline for applications is the Friday 2  May 2025 nd

Managing School Grounds for Biodiversity
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan in collaboration with the Dept
of Education is launching a free online course aimed at
caretakers, groundskeepers, and those responsible for
caring for school grounds.
Areas covered will include pesticide alternatives, plant
lists, biodiversity-friendly mowing tips and ideas on
getting the school community involved.
This is an opportunity for any school wanting to manage
their grounds for nature, no matter their size, space, or
previous experience.
Visit https://pollinators.ie/managing-school-grounds-for-
biodiversity for more information

WCC Heritage/Biodiversity Notes

Keep up-to-date with WCC Heritage News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.gov.ie_en_service_7241b-2Dconservation-2Dadvice-2Dgrant-2Dscheme-2Dfor-2Dvacant-2Dtraditional-2Dhouses_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=a95lbjZompY1uIP01ONnxguirnShby2wawqUxmaEvXD71nNTmU8P3Q0SW1NR27eZ&m=B2knyyo3Uk-XSHRmAakO7THbOu8cuaug-iXGzortmhEqfCViOkskUjlBr1D6ZNOG&s=3AVykdR7GAtjtTHVw2Ev7oqSuKdne7Au_6P9MYRRpSE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.gov.ie_en_service_7241b-2Dconservation-2Dadvice-2Dgrant-2Dscheme-2Dfor-2Dvacant-2Dtraditional-2Dhouses_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=a95lbjZompY1uIP01ONnxguirnShby2wawqUxmaEvXD71nNTmU8P3Q0SW1NR27eZ&m=B2knyyo3Uk-XSHRmAakO7THbOu8cuaug-iXGzortmhEqfCViOkskUjlBr1D6ZNOG&s=3AVykdR7GAtjtTHVw2Ev7oqSuKdne7Au_6P9MYRRpSE&e=


WCC Heritage/Biodiversity Notes

Keep up-to-date with WCC Heritage News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

Birdwatch Ireland :
Breeding Waders EIP Project Event

8pm, Tues 8  Aprilth

Aras an Mhuilinn/Council Buildings, Mullingar
Bird Watch Ireland (Westmeath Branch) will host a
talk by Owen Murphy Senior Project Manager of
the Breeding Waders EIP Project based in Moate.
Owen will talk on his work with conservation of
breeding waders.

National Parks and Wildlife Service :
Grants for Small Recording Projects 2025

Deadline for applications 5pm, 4th April
This scheme aims to bolster the expertise in species
identification and recording, essential for nature
conservation efforts.
Maximum individual grant value: €5,000 to be paid
in arrears on vouched expenditure.
Full details at: https://www.npws.ie/news/npws-grants-
small-recording-projects-2025

https://www.npws.ie/news/npws-grants-small-recording-projects-2025
https://www.npws.ie/news/npws-grants-small-recording-projects-2025




Visit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more infoVisit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more info



Public AGM
29  Aprilth

Bloomfield Hotel, Mullingar

Contact Marie or Breda
Community Section of Westmeath Co Co

044 932123 / 9332051 /
community@westmeathcoco.ie



 8  Annual Conferenceth

9.30am-3pm, 12  April th

Greville Arms Hotel, Mullingar

Westmeath Archaeological
and Historical Society

“The Big House in Westmeath –
Origin, Rise, Decline and Survival”

Speakers include-
Prof Finola O’Kane, UCD School of

Architecture; Donal O’Brien, Historian
and Andrew Hughes, Archivist and

Author 

€35 includes lunch, refreshments and
conference brochure.

Full details will be available on
http://whahs.ie/

http://whahs.ie/






Billy English Memorial Lecture
8pm. Thurs 10  Aprilth

Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone

Old Athlone Society

Mary Shine Thompson will give
a talk on ‘John Broderick,

midlands private eye, 1961-1991‘



Join Social Justice Ireland as they launch Social
Justice Matters - 2025 guide to a fairer Irish society.

This publication is their annual socio-economic
review, covering a suite of policy areas including
income distribution, taxation, housing, health,
environment, participation and rural development.
Register at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rPY
_l3UITvmj_nAe04UfPg#/registration

Social Justice Ireland
Online Launch Event

12.30, Thurs 3  Aprrd

Social Justice Ireland publishes an annual Sustainable
Progress Index, looking at Ireland’s economy, society
and environment.

Ireland is ranked 6th out of 14 comparable EU
countries.
To view this index please visit
https://www.socialjustice.ie/article/sustainable-
progress-index-2025-society







https://bit.ly/3FCfPdG
Register on Eventbrite at



Tyrrellspass Tidy Towns
and LAWPRO present
Rescheduled Sustainable

Urban Drainage Workshop 
Wed 2nd April at 7-9pm

Link to register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1280213556209 

For more info on LAWPRO
Events and News visit

https://lawaters.ie/latestnews/

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.eventbrite.com_e_1280213556209&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=LYj0B2scbZIUdd9sTXfqRSA7O-pNbXO6lJfM22G9NW7GpZ2eZzpIOHMAsvzZiwiG&m=bALHF9n3xBEYJUi4gwFSFrwvX-a15WK9A__7CsK6yyoloKe8wdY_Ipw3RV78BAes&s=nAoE--Iv2a19EOgZsYpc2RNQQ0KEYnk5nMMUVaeg4_E&e=




CarePALS workshops 
Free workshops for people who want to
assist older people in physical activity

The aim of the CarePALs initiative is to enable care staff to deliver
physical activity sessions to those in their care, which can be included
as part of their daily or weekly routines, without additional costs to the
care setting.

For more info contact Máire at
maire.murphy@ageandopportunbity.ie







Bealtaine Festival : May 2025

Timetable available at
https://bealtaine.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Bealtaine-2025-

Programme.pdf



New events page on promoting
alcohol-free events in Ireland.

Visit DRINKAWARE website at
https://www.drinkaware.ie/dry-vibe-hub-alcohol-free-events/

Hosting an event??
contact info@drinkaware.ie

 

From coffee meetups, creative workshops,
sober speed-dating and raves, run clubs ... this

page will make it easier to socialise in
supportive, sober settings.

mailto:info@drinkaware.ie





