
We are currently in the process of developing a dedicated website for WPPN.
In the meantime you can find information on our work in the Community Development Section of Westmeath
County Council’s website at https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ 

Contact Mark or Martin directly at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie

Newsletter

Greetings from Mark and Martin in WPPN.

Many of you have been busy this past
month putting together plans for 2025 and
submitting grant applications. The deadline
for many of the Community Section Grants
has passed - however in this newsletter
you’ll find notices about other funding
schemes that are currently open.
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Mark Ahern and Martin Fagan

Westmeath PPN

Last month your reps attended the WPPN
submissions meetings for Athlone/Moate
and Mullingar/Kinnegad Municipal
Districts. At these meetings, which were
also attended by county councilors,,
submissions from PPN member groups
were put to council officials and as a result
some suggestions made by your groups
have been included on the schedule of
works for 2025.

This month we’ve also had our first WPPN
Reps Network meeting and later this
month we will have the first of our Linkage
Group Meetings. As announced  in last
months newsletter,  our new website is
currently being created. In the future we
will have the means to share more
updates from the WPPN Reps to the
membership. We are still on course for a
launch date of the website in late Spring.

Happy St Patrick’s Day to all our members
- and we hope that the sun shines on all of
you who are participating in the local
parades on the 17th.

WPPN Secretariat members, Mick Kenny,
Anne Drury and Dave Raftis, at  our Grants
Info Evening in February.





The Mary Molesworth Festival 
Rochfortbridge  - 6th April 2025 

For more info contact Rahanine Trail Blazers
Follow on instagram @ mary_molesworth_festival

 Email - mmolesworthfestival@gmail.com

 Events include: 
Portrait Competition.

Talk on the life of Mary Molesworth/Lady Belvedere 
Tour of Castlelost Church & Graveyard

Talk at Gaulstown Graveyard. 
Blacksmithing demonstration at Boyhan’s Forge. 

Podcasts by former Bord na Móna workers
Art Projects from the local primary school 

Display of the Castlelost Church Bell. 



Contact
Seamus McDermott, WPPN Rep to the Heritage Forum

087-3477345 | seamusmcd11@yahoo.com

The Heritage Forum
Seek Heritage Council Funding for digitizing Co Archives
Support establishment of a Co Archivist position
Field Names Project - https://meitheal.logainm.ie/westmeath
Oral History project.
Research Argentinean connections to Fore area
Networking/Training event
Creative Ireland Film project on Lough Ree
Traditional Farm Buildings Survey

Upcoming Events
26th Mar - Greville Arms, Mullingar  8.00pm

Westmeath Historical Society
Lecture on Westmeath Archaeology

6th Apr - Rochfortbridge
The Mary Molesworth Art and Heritage Festival

12th Apr Greville Arms - 9.30am to 3.00pm
The Big Houses in Westmeath.

 

12th Apr - Greville Arms - 8.00pm
Westmeath Historical Society - Annual Conference

 

16th- 24th Aug
Heritage and Bio-diversity Week

WPPN Reps: Updates

Plans /Highlights for 2025

mailto:seamusmcd11@yahoo.com


Link to Westmeath Examiner article
https://www.westmeathindependent.ie/2025/02/21/westmeath-climate-

campaigner-warns-storms-will-become-a-regular-feature/

Alison Hough, Climate Campaigner and WPPN Rep
voiced concerns that large scale storms, like
Storm Éowyn this Spring, will become a regular
feature of our weather pattern.

She was speaking at the recent Westmeath County
Council’s Planning, Regeneration &

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

WPPN Reps: Updates









Retrofitting Drop-in-Clinic
Mullingar 25th-27th March



National Brain Awareness Week takes place
from March 10th to 16th 2025. 

This year’s theme is ‘Focus on the Brain’ reminds us of just how
amazing our brains are and how important it is to look after them.

Visit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more info



Visit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more infoVisit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more info





The scheme is designed to encourage new
members to join sports clubs and enhance
ongoing participation. Eligible initiatives include
Encouraging new members to join sports clubs
Enhancing ongoing participation
Purchasing sports equipment
Supporting new clubs with essential costs
Covering coaching or referee course fees
accredited by Coaching Ireland or a National
Governing Body of Sport



Online webinars
Fri 7 Mar. Inspiring people about the biodiversity w/ Calvin Jones

Fri 14 Mar. Irish butterflies on farmland w/Jesmond Harding, Butterfly Conservation Ireland
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fvmL1CiSQ0Sy6WZNCoAfMw#/registration

 

Tree Planting
Sat 15th Mar. 10:30 am. Ardan Wood Nature Reserve with Native Woodlands Trust

Email: aaron.gallagher@nativewoodlandtrust.ie
 

Lime Mortar Workshop
Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd Mar.

Strokestown Park House. Roscommon
Supported by National Built Heritage Service https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/

Price: €120/€140 . Contact: dominic@mementomoristone.ie for booking 
 

Dry Stone Wall Workshops
Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd Mar.

Mount Dalton, Westmeath
Supported by the National Built Heritage Service https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/ 

Price: €108.23 . https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introduction-to-dry-stone-wall-construction-
weekend-tickets-870825170527The 

WCC Heritage Officer &
Biodiversity Officer

Notices

Keep up-to-date with Heritage/Biodiversity news at
https://westmeathculture.ie/

Contact builtheritage@westmeathcoco.ie

Heritage Council Community Grant Scheme
Funding Deadline : 11:30pm 14 March

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding/community-heritage-grant-scheme-2

mailto:builtheritage@westmeathcoco.ie


Department of Rural and
Community Development 

 Support for Agricultural Shows 2025
Department working with the Irish Shows Association (ISA) to
provide €1 million to support 123 Agricultural Shows for 2025.
Total allocation of €36,755 to Westmeath Shows -  

Athlone Agricultural Show, Sun 15th Jun
Midlands Connemara Show, Sun 27th Jul
Moate Agricultural Show, Sun 24th Aug

Westmeath Show Society (Mullingar), Sun 13th Jul

 Community Recognition Fund 2025 -Phase 2
Department providing €14 for 163 community projects including
sports clubs, community centres, parks, walking trails and play
spaces.
Westmeath grants administered by Westmeath Co Co 
Westmeath facilities benefitting under Phase 2 include -

Mullingar Swimming Pool
Coole Playground

Brawney MUGA
Dalton Park MUGA
Clonbrusk MUGA

St. Mary’s Community Hall Athlone

Minister Dara Calleary, Minister
of State Jerry Buttimer, Minister
Paschal Donohoe and Evanne
Kilmurray of ICE. Inner City
Enterprise at the announcement
of Phase 2 of the Community
Recognition Fund in February
2025

Public Consultation Survey - New Rural Development Policy
Online survey giving the public an opportunity to have their say
on the next phase of Ireland’s rural development policy, Our
Rural Future
Visit https://panel.amarachsurveys.ie/S2/159/DRCD2025/





The Community Water Officer would like to
remind groups that the Community Heritage
Grant is closing this Fri, Mar 14th at 23:30pm

 Contact Cathal Flood, Community Water Officer for Meath,
Westmeath, Offaly & Longford for more info and advice

085-8541258 cflood@lawaters.ie

Groups who have been unsuccessful in securing
Community Water Development Fund grants
could potentially be considered for this grant.





Westmeath Archaeological and
Historical Society

Visit the WAHS website
for information on upcoming

events/ lectures/ tours -
http://whahs.ie/

The WAHS Lecture Schedule for 2025 continues
with a talk by Caimin O Brien, Archaeologist

Greville Arms, Mullingar on 26th Mar at 8pm.

Caimin  is an archaeologist with the Dept. of
Housing and Heritage and his lecture will centre on

the archaeology of Westmeath



An Coimisiún Toghcháin/ The Electoral Commission is
preparing an Education and Public Engagement Strategy
to encourage democratic participation in Ireland.

As part of this process they are currently undertaking a
comprehensive public consultation process. This
process began on 10 February and will finish on 24
March.

If you would like to participate in this important process
please visit www.electoralcommission.ie/consultation or
scan the QR code below.

The Electoral Commission is a statutory, independent body,
established under the Electoral Reform Act of  2022

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.electoralcommission.ie_consultation&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=FxIRaIfB8IKRmMNsERvZxP7NlktY5K56kOoMkQuafyg&m=w07pvlniAYnJvPzWqpjVfPl-hWzj4nMxi1JxO3vjMSWTEYFqcYNlxNrYZ76yNKvh&s=HJIUurssEYy0ozsQhIcoX6NHuzcnBg0oqIyCov7LwVA&e=


For more info contact
heartlandspride.athlone@gmail.com





Westmeath County Council is offering funding support to groups
who would like to celebrate Africa Day.

Please contact WCC Community Development Section
communitygrants@westmeath.coco.ie for an application form.

Closing date for receipt of applications is 21st February 2025.

An annual celebration of culture and people.



New events page on promoting
alcohol-free events in Ireland.

Visit DRINKAWARE website at
https://www.drinkaware.ie/dry-vibe-hub-alcohol-free-events/

Hosting an event??
contact info@drinkaware.ie

 

From coffee meetups, creative workshops,
sober speed-dating and raves, run clubs ... this

page will make it easier to socialise in
supportive, sober settings.

mailto:info@drinkaware.ie


WCC Library Events
For the full programme of events in  your local libraries visit

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/library/

Keep up-to-date with WCC Library news at
https://westmeathculture.ie |

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/library/

Mullingar Library- Thur March 13th at
3:30pm - St. Patrick's Day arts and
crafts! Suitable for age 5 - 9 years.
Booking required and all children
must be accompanied by an adult

Beidh an ciorcal Gaeilge ó Café Nero ag
teacht le chéile i leabharlann Bhaile

Átha Luain do Sheachtain na Gaeilge.
Deárdaoin, 13ú Mhárta, ó 17:30 go 19:30.

Beidh tae, comhrá agus craic ann.
Fáilte mhór roimh chách.

 Castlepollard Library will host Irish Chair
Yoga for Seachtain na Gaeilge

Fri, Mar 14th at 10-11am.
Suitable for all movement levels and

language abilities.
All equipment provided. Booking Essential.



Events include Open Mic Sessions for young
musicians/singer/DJs at YoYo Youth Cafe

Youth Work Ireland Midlands
Working together with young people and their communities. 

Aims to develop, coordinate and promote a comprehensive
response to youth needs in Westmeath, Offaly & Roscommon

For info on Youth Work Midlands visit
www.youthworkmidlands.org and follow social media feeds

For info on Music Generation in Westmeath visit
https://www.musicgeneration.ie/

Music Generation
A national music education programme whose mission is to

empower children and young people to realise their full
potential through access to, and participation in, high quality

performance music education.





More information at
https://www.mtu.ie/courses/tlshcwbm/

Munster Technological University
MSc. in Applied Community Led Development for Well-being

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.mtu.ie_courses_tlshcwbm_&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=DJNfjvFBZK4EdRHOX6HWVIb3v8XDAgy39Sv1iJ0JVXA&m=Lwiuci0rIQ30_oii9oB4kMH9TkbJ5fqXPi26atIlz3xSZslWvIwbbX26n-Fp9f1S&s=Tr3H2vbBLeF0do6ff7ocktK89BbOBP7M6YQn-mA6NQg&e=


The NDA also publishes guidance on making the
built environment and public spaces accessible to all
through their Centre for Excellence in Universal
Design

The NDA is an independent statutory body that
provides information and advice to

Government on policy and practice relevant to
the lives of persons with disabilities

Keep up to date on NDA events, publications and
webinars by visiting their website, subscribing to
their quarterly newsletter or visiting their Youtube
channel.

https://nda.ie

https://universaldesign.ie





The ReSHAPE Project offers education/training courses.
Targeted at people who live/work in the Midlands
100% funded
Delivered by the TUS, MTU and UL universities

ReSHAPE is co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the European
Union through the EU Just Transition Fund Programme 2021-2027.

It’s aim is to support workers and communities most negatively impacted
by the transition to a low carbon economy by aiding the development of
sustainable and resilient communities in the Midlands, primarily in Laois,

Offaly, Longford, Westmeath.

For more information
Visit https://reshape.ie

Contact info@reshape.ie

For more information
Visit https://reshape.ie

Contact info@reshape.ie



More info at www.dcu.ie/irin
Email: irin@dcu.ie

IRIN is a collective of Dublin City
University academics, students and

members of civil society.

It is committed to welcoming forcibly displaced
persons and supporting them in accessing third level

education through the awarding of scholarships.

Currently offering free English classes for
International Protection Applicants and Refugees

(In person at DCU Campus ,Glasnevin, Dublin)




