
We are currently in the process of developing a dedicated website for WPPN.
In the meantime you can find information on our work in the Community Development Section of Westmeath
County Council’s website at https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/ 

Contact Mark or Martin directly at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie

Newsletter

Hello from Mark and Martin at the WPPN.

Summer has finally arrived - the hawthorn is
blooming and we have long evenings to look
forward to.

Thanks to everyone who came to the April
Plenary. Over 70 attended. We had excellent
presentations from Paula O’ Connor of
Women’s Community Projects Mullingar and
Alison Hough of Westmeath Climate
Action Network.

We also heard from the three new members
of the Secretariat who were elected on the
night.
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Mark Ahern and Martin Fagan

Westmeath PPN

We also kicked off with the first of our
Linkage Group Meetings on the 8  April,
with a meeting of the Housing
Community Recreation and Culture
Linkage Group.

th

Through participation in Linkage Groups,
WPPN member groups can have real
input and can keep up-to-date with the
development and implementation of local
government policy. Upcoming meeting
are -

7th May, 6pm. Planning Regeneration
and Transport Linkage Group meeting
8th May, 6pm. Environment Climate
Action Rural Water and Emergency
Linkage Group meeting
13th May, 6pm. Economic Development
Enterprise Agriculture and Tourism
Linkage Group meeting

To attend in person or to receive a link to
these meetings please register at
https://forms.office.com/e/c2Xgs3ejSM 

All the best

Mick Kenny and Merin Rebecca Thomas, WPPN 
Secretariat, manning the WPPN Stand at our Plenary
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WPPN Reps: Updates

Jack O’Sullivan, WPPN Rep to the
Environment Climate Action, Rural Water

& Emergency Services SPC

Jack has drawn our attention to to this Declaration on Local
Democracy, signed by the mayors of a large number of European
cities - See https://eurocities.eu/latest/democracy-begins-in-
cities-how-local-action-can-reinvigorate-europe/

To contact your WPPN reps email
ppn@westmeathcoco.ie and attend

Linkage Group Meetings

More info at
https://eurocities.eu 
https://eurocities.eu/latest/democracy-
begins-in-cities-how-local-action-can-
reinvigorate-europe/

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1320305331789?aff=oddtdtcreator


Mullingar Town Band Concert Band
FREE concerts during May

More info at www.mullingartownband.ie

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.mullingartownband.ie&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=AobzeLFyAXVMNcITFYuVQgL90G0bzRhA1wsn5R019ssvHa-zEh9I7rn__e4QGAog&m=XuZ-w7uhl3topSTwqUeRe9_RKrOkLBpnr8xlUbvCMZ8n7Toh5P_7Kpag0F0BNCf7&s=W2BM4ZEQKRhcQumpY3nr4K15uyjiaj6vB5v1u4bNvus&e=


Free Workshops in
Community Conservation
Belturbut, Cavan. 11  Mayth

Book your FREE place at
www.eventbrite.com/e/1320305331789?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Devlin Book Festival
Sunday 4th May
Starts at 12:00

Main Street, Delvin, 

For more info visit
https://delvinbookfestival.com/

https://delvinbookfestival.com/
https://delvinbookfestival.com/
https://delvinbookfestival.com/




WCC Library Events

https://westmeathculture.ie

For more info on the many events being held visit

Westmeath Libraries are delighted to host a
wide variety of events this May as part of the
Bealtaine Festival, Ireland’s national celebration
of the arts and creativity as we age.

Established in 1995, Bealtaine is one of Ireland’s
largest co-operative festival and the world’s first
national celebration of creativity in older age.



Flagship Event in Dublin
18  May. Royal Hospital Kilmainham, Dublin.th

Westmeath Events include -
Athlone Africa Day 2025

Saturday, 24th May
Burgess Park, Athlone, 1-8pm

Colours of Africa – A vibrant art experience
23rd to 24th May Moate and Athlone

Africa Day in Moate
23th and 25th May

View all event listings at
Africa Day 2025 | Ireland.ie

https://rhk.ie/location/
https://www.ireland.ie/en/africa-day/


12th April
Athlone Library
11 to 11.30 am

WCC Library Events

https://westmeathculture.ie
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/library/

Keep up-to-date with WCC Library news at

During April, libraries across the country
will be hosting storytimes and rhyme
times as part of Spring into Storytime

Moate Library Baby &
Toddler Group meet
on Tuesdays 10am-12
April 1st ,8th, 15th,
22nd, 29th 

Castlepollard Library - Craft Workshop
Thurs April 10   3.30-4.30 pm th

 Booking at 044 9332199
cpdlib@westmeathcoco.ie

Launch Event.
Atrium, Athlone Civic Offices and Library

Thurs 3  April 5.30–7.00pmrd

https://www.librariesireland.ie/services/reading/supporti
ng-childrens-reading
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Dún na Sí Amenity &
Heritage Park, Moate

-https://dunnasi.ie

9th-11  Mayth

Moate

Tuar Ard, Arts Centre
Moate

https://tuarard.ie/

Moate Town
hosts the Westmeath Fleadh 2025

9 -11  Mayth th



More info at 
https://www.transportforireland.ie/getting-

around/by-bicycle/bikeweek/

https://www.transportforireland.ie/getting-around/by-bicycle/bikeweek/
https://www.transportforireland.ie/getting-around/by-bicycle/bikeweek/


Department of Rural and
Community Development 

€1.5M funding to promote Irish Language
employment opportunities awareness

Funding approved for Gluaiseacht-
Conradh na Gaeilge’s interactive
awareness roadshow highlighting Irish-
language employment opportunities for
young people

Breis airde le tarraingt ar dheiseanna
fostaíochta Gaeilge do dhaoine óga agus
buaic-mhaoiniú 3 bliana ceadaithe do
Ghluaiseacht - seó bóthair feasachta
idirghníomhach de chuid Chonradh na
Gaeilge

For further info on careers
and roadshow visit

https://peig.ie
https://cnag.ie



Department of Rural and
Community Development 

Community Safety Fund 2025
open for applications

The annual fund allows for the proceeds of crime,
seized by the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) and

An Garda Síochána, to be directed into local
projects to support and enhance community

safety.

Application deadline
 16 May 2025

More Info at
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-
justice/campaigns/community-safety/

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice/campaigns/community-safety/


Monday 19th May 2025
10am-13.30pm

Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar



WCC Heritage &
Biodiversity Notes

Keep up-to-date with WCC Heritage News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

The Royal Irish Academy Commemorations Bursary for
new local research and local history studies.

Deadline for applications is 15 May 2025.
https://www.ria.ie/grants/commemorations-bursary/

The Great Irish Fosssil Hunt citizen science initiative is
inviting the public to get involved and find fossils.

Information will be used to build a fossil map of Ireland.
Closing date 31 August 2025.

https://www.ucc.ie/en/fossil-heritage/thegreatirishfossilhunt/
 

National Heritage Week Training Days organised by the
Heritage Council

Sat 17th May - In-Person – Bridge House, Tullamore 
Wed 28th May- Online 

https://www.heritageweek.ie/get-involved/training-days-for-organisers



Keep up-to-date with WCC Arts News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

1,100 projects
1,300 Cruinniú na nÓg events
7,334 creatives supported

WCC Arts Office Notes

Creative Westmeath
Learn more about the Creative
Ireland Programme by looking

through their 2024 Progress Report 
https://report2024.creativeireland.gov.ie

https://report2024.creativeireland.gov.ie/17/
https://report2024.creativeireland.gov.ie/17/
https://report2024.creativeireland.gov.ie/17/
https://report2024.creativeireland.gov.ie/17/


Kilbeggan Town First Meeting



Pictured at our recent Plenary Event. 

Left to Right.

Nick Linnane, Mick Kenny, Martin Fagan (WPPN Staff), Cathryn
Whelehan, Merin Rebecca Thomas, Mark Ahern (WPPN Staff),

Angela Locke-Reilly, Vinny Bagnall, Joe McEvoy, Margaret Egan
(WCC Liaison Officer to WPPN)

Nick Linnane, Angela Locke-Reilly and  Joe McEvoy were elected
to the Secretariat at our April Plenary following the stepping-

down of long-term members - Anne Drury, Dave Raftis and
Hugh Farrell.

WPPN SECRETARIAT AND STAFF 2025





Visit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more infoVisit https://www.understandtogether.ie/ for more info









Sign up for the Local Authority
Waters Programme newsletter -

visit https://lawaters.ie/ 



More Information at www.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-
the-marine/publications/2025-eu-just-transition-fund-
bioeconomy-demonstration-initiative-call-2/

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/publications/2025-eu-just-transition-fund-bioeconomy-demonstration-initiative-call-2/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/publications/2025-eu-just-transition-fund-bioeconomy-demonstration-initiative-call-2/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/publications/2025-eu-just-transition-fund-bioeconomy-demonstration-initiative-call-2/








CarePALS workshops 
Free workshops for people who want to
assist older people in physical activity

The aim of the CarePALs initiative is to enable care staff to deliver
physical activity sessions to those in their care, which can be included
as part of their daily or weekly routines, without additional costs to the
care setting.

For more info contact Máire at
maire.murphy@ageandopportunbity.ie







Bealtaine Festival : May 2025

Timetable available at
https://bealtaine.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Bealtaine-2025-

Programme.pdf



New events page on promoting
alcohol-free events in Ireland.

Visit DRINKAWARE website at
https://www.drinkaware.ie/dry-vibe-hub-alcohol-free-events/

Hosting an event??
contact info@drinkaware.ie

 

From coffee meetups, creative workshops,
sober speed-dating and raves, run clubs ... this

page will make it easier to socialise in
supportive, sober settings.

mailto:info@drinkaware.ie





