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Charles Stanley-Smith, Tipperary
PPN  addressing a national PPN

meeting on Community Resilience in
Portlaoise last month

Hello from Mark and Martin at the WPPN.

Hope all our WPPN groups are well and that
you enjoyed the fine summer weather which
we had. this year. We had glorious sun-shine
for the National Play Days events in Grange,
Mullingar and Athlone last month.

We also went to a productive national PPN
event in Portlaoise which mainly focused on
strengthening community resilience and the
lessons learned in the aftermath of Storm  
Eowyn this Spring.

Mark Ahern and Martin Fagan
Westmeath PPN

August tends to be a planning month.
We’re about to schedule another round of
Linkage Group meetings and a WPPN
Reps meeting for September. We’ll put a
call out later this month for  submissions
from groups in both Municipal Districts,
which will be followed by public meetings
in both districts.

We are also planning to start a re-
registration process where we invite all our
groups to update their details and inform
us of any changes to their committees etc.

Thanks to everyone who recently
expressed an interest in the courses which
we’ll offer in September. The number of
requests exceeded the number of spaces -
but we’ve found a way to offer everyone
who applied at least one of their choices.
We’ll be in touch with all applicants soon.

         All the best,

Contact Mark or Martin at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie or call 044 9332157

Visit our new WPPN Website at 

https://westmeathppn.ie/
https://westmeathppn.ie/
http://www.westmeathppn.ie/
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Public Consultations

Visit the WCC Consultation Portal for more info and
closing dates - https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie

Other open public consultations
Mullingar Local Area Plan 2024-2030 Pre Draft Public Consultation
Mullingar Settlement Area Plan - Variation  to Westmeath County
Development Plan
Development of Athlone Smart Innovation Co-Working Hub
N52 Cavestown to Kilrush Road Improvement Scheme
R446/Old Dublin Rd Athlone Active Travel Scheme
Dublin Road/Ardmore Road Mullingar Active Travel Scheme
Re-Naming of the Athlone Greenway Bridge

Public submissions and observations are invited
on the following Part 8 Planning developments -

Mullingar Regional Sports Complexes at Blackhall
Place AND Robinstown Road
Interpretation and visitor facilities at Athlone Castle

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/transportationandactivetravel/streetsweeping/
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en/browse
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en/browse
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en/browse


Westmeath Outdoor Recreation
Plan Community Survey

Click here for link to Survey

WCC is developing a Outdoor Recreation Plan that
will guide the sustainable development of outdoor
recreation in Westmeath and supporting more
residents and visitors to take part in outdoor
activity. 

You can make you opinions on this subject known
by filling out this short survey 

View Ireland's National
Strategy on Outdoor
Recreation by clicking
on this link

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=e3znQqBHZkOV6a_1IqGtNSrjWcMCX2hNhQwAX8YxRylUMFVMQlhRU0pUNFhLQ05NSFJGQVg1U1Y4Ry4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=e3znQqBHZkOV6a_1IqGtNSrjWcMCX2hNhQwAX8YxRylUMFVMQlhRU0pUNFhLQ05NSFJGQVg1U1Y4Ry4u
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/embracing-irelands-outdoors-national-outdoor-recreation-strategy-2023-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/embracing-irelands-outdoors-national-outdoor-recreation-strategy-2023-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/embracing-irelands-outdoors-national-outdoor-recreation-strategy-2023-2027/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/embracing-irelands-outdoors-national-outdoor-recreation-strategy-2023-2027/


WCC Library Events

For full listings on the many events being
held in your local libraries visit

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/

Summer Stars is the free national reading programme
for children that takes place in all public libraries and
online each summer between 3 Jun - 30 Aug

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/


Visit repak.ie/resource-awards
to enter.

https://repak.ie/resource-awards
https://repak.ie/resource-awards


Further enquiries can be made by contacting the
Local Authority Integration Team at

(090) 6442161  integration@westmeathcoco.ie

mailto:integration@westmeathcoco.ie


17 Sept & 7 Oct.

 For more info visit
 www.westmeathsports.ie

17 Sept & 7 Oct.
 For more info visit

 www.westmeathsports.ie

Westmeath Co Co is seeking suitably qualified applicants
Visit your council website for more info

 https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/vacancies/

https://www.westmeathsports.ie/
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/
https://www.westmeathsports.ie/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/vacancies/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/yourcouncil/vacancies/




Keep up-to-date with WCC Heritage and Arts News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

For more information please visit
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/plannin

g/conservationheritage/conservationheritagegrants/

Deadline for submission of completed
applications is 4pm on 26th September 2025

WCC Heritage Officer NotesWCC Heritage Officer Notes
Built Heritage Grants 2026

This scheme offers funding for repair/conservation works to
qualifying structures including protected and proposed protected
structures; structures in Architectural Conservation Areas;
vernacular buildings and historic shopfronts.
The BHIS Historic Thatch Buildings (HTB) fund 2026 also provides
support for the conservation of historic thatched buildings.

WCC is inviting applications to apply to the Built
Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2026.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/conservationheritagegrants/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/conservationheritagegrants/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/conservationheritagegrants/


WCC Heritage and
Biodiversity Notes

Visit www.heritageweek.ie for details of what’s
happening in Westmeath during Heritage Week 2025

Heritage Week 16-24 August

https://www.heritageweek.ie/


Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

Public Consultation

Click on this gov.ie link for more info

Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities:
Strategy to support the community and voluntary sector

Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities
A five-year strategy to support the community and voluntary sector in Ireland 2019-2024/5
The Department are currently leading on the development of a successor strategy which will
run until 2030
As part of this process the Dept will engage with national and local government and key
stakeholders from the community and voluntary sector.

Pobail Inbhuanaithe, Chuimsitheacha agus Chumhachtaithe
Straitéis cúig bliana chun tacú leis an earnáil phobail agus dheonach in Éirinn 2019-2024
Sa straitéis cúig bliana chun tacú leis an earnáil phobail agus dheonach in Éirinn, leagadh
amach fís fhadtéarmach dár bpobail in Éirinn. Leagadh treo ginearálta amach inti do
bheartas an rialtais i ndáil le forbairt phobail, forbairt áitiúil agus na hearnálacha pobail agus
deonacha do na deich mbliana atá romhainn.
Chuir an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, comhghleacaithe an Rialtais
Láir agus Áitiúil, agus na hearnálacha pobail agus deonacha an Straitéis i dtoll a chéile.

The Department are currently leading on the development of a
successor strategy which will run until 2030
As part of this process the Dept will engage with national and local
government and key stakeholders from the community and voluntary
sector.
Click on this link to visit Consultation Website

https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/publications/sustainable-inclusive-and-empowered-communities-a-five-year-strategy-to-support-the-community-and-voluntary-sector-in-ireland-2019-2024/
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/186c66aa-34ef-1005-02db-134813c69c0b


Tóchar is a wetlands restoration project.

Westmeath Just Transition
Officer Notices

For more info visit https://www.tocharwetlands.ie
Or contact Edel Ennis,  Westmeath JTO at
edel.ennis@westmeathcoco.ie 

Tóchar can assist in many ways, such as providing
funding towards survey work, restoration
planning, interpretation, raising awareness and
education and restoration work on the ground.
Tóchar’s Community Stories, the project’s public
engagement initiative, works with people living
close to bogs and wetlands.
Tóchar Community Stories host workshops with
groups and schools.

The aim of the project is to restore and rehabilitate
degraded wetlands in the midlands of Ireland.

https://www.tocharwetlands.ie/
mailto:edel.ennis@westmeathcoco.ie


Westmeath Just Transition
Officer Notices

Do you have a farm with an area of peat grassland?
Find out more about new income options and
economic opportunities 
High quality carbon payments for restoration of
peat grassland and income from wetland crops.
Training opportunities including farm walks and
hands-on workshops at the two pilot farms,
hosted by the pioneering farmers already
practicing cultivation of cutover peatlands and
water level management
In-person and online training sessions covering
the principles of peatland restoration, carbon
storage, and sustainable land use through wet
agriculture. 

For more info visit
https://greenrestorationireland.coop/peatlands-

for-prosperity/

https://greenrestorationireland.coop/peatlands-for-prosperity/
https://greenrestorationireland.coop/peatlands-for-prosperity/


2025
Athlone

&
Mullingar

2025
Athlone
&

Mullingar



WPPN Member Groups
Noticeboard

Contact ppn@westmeathcoco.ie to tell us about your group’s events

Mullingar Kyokushinkai Karate Club
Karate Kids Summer Camp 

Mullingar Parish Centre
18 -22  August 10am-1pm each dayth nd

Guest Instructors
Multi-activity
Camp
No previous
experience
needed
For 6ys to teens

For information on fees and booking contact
Ken Fitzpatrick at 086 1676358



Disability Participation News Hub

This news hub brings together everything
you need to know about collective disability
advocacy news in Ireland into one place
every week.

Sign up to their newsletter or follow on social media
https://mailchi.mp/3ce7ca8f3fc3/disability-participation-news-hub

The DPNH would like to draw your attention
to the following Public Consultations

Dept of Social Welfare’s public consultation on
the successor to Pathways to Work 2021-2025

European Commission’s call for feedback on
Gender Equality Strategy.

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-social-protection/consultations/public-consultation-on-the-successor-to-pathways-to-work-2021-2025/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLiNf1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFxMmVlUTRjbTR1UnpITEd6AR6cVdEXATlzG7Lu2DG1QdK5VhbFwSaeuKZ-ub2KI6g0uN4GpsP1-WlpHj4i6A_aem_LL62ktcWI-76HYROA3UkoA&mc_cid=f612d77857&mc_eid=a8968c5bc3
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-social-protection/consultations/public-consultation-on-the-successor-to-pathways-to-work-2021-2025/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLiNf1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFxMmVlUTRjbTR1UnpITEd6AR6cVdEXATlzG7Lu2DG1QdK5VhbFwSaeuKZ-ub2KI6g0uN4GpsP1-WlpHj4i6A_aem_LL62ktcWI-76HYROA3UkoA&mc_cid=f612d77857&mc_eid=a8968c5bc3
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14611-Gender-Equality-Strategy-2026-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14611-Gender-Equality-Strategy-2026-2030_en


Westmeath County Council
has funding available for
business owners to improve
the building facades of their
properties.

The aim of the scheme is to
enhance the streetscape and
environment of towns and
villages.

The following towns/villages are
eligible -
Mullingar, Athlone, Castlepollard,
Kilbeggan, Kinnegad, Moate, Ballinagore,
Ballinalack, Ballykeeran, Ballymore,
Ballyncacarrigy, Castletown-Geoghegan,
Clonmellon, Collinstown, Coole, Delvin,
Finnea, Glasson, Killucan/Rathwire,
Milltownpass, Multyfarnham, Raharney,
Rathowen, Rochfortbridge, Tyrrellspass.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/

For more information click
on link below

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/


Sweeping Schedules for
Athlone/Moate and Mullingar-

Kinnegad Municipal District

Please visit the notices section of the
WPPN website for these schedules

https://westmeathppn.ie/schedule-for-
street-sweeping-for-westmeath/

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/transportationandactivetravel/streetsweeping/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/transportationandactivetravel/streetsweeping/
https://westmeathppn.ie/schedule-for-street-sweeping-for-westmeath/
https://westmeathppn.ie/schedule-for-street-sweeping-for-westmeath/
https://westmeathppn.ie/schedule-for-street-sweeping-for-westmeath/
https://westmeathppn.ie/schedule-for-street-sweeping-for-westmeath/


More info at https://www.publichealth.ie/

FREE ONLINE WEBINAR
<Physical Activity in Later Life:

Staying Active in an Online World=
10am Thurs 23 Oct 2025

The Institute of Public Health’s webinar will focus on
staying active in a digital world, particularly as we age.

Including presentations from -

Professor Adrian Bauman, Director of Prevention Research
Collaboration, Sydney School of Public Health

Dr Jacqueline Mair, Senior Scientist, Mobile Health
Interventions, Singapore-ETH Centre

Meg Hegarty, Active Programme FitLine Coordinator, Age and
Opportunity

https://www.publichealth.ie/


Sláintecare & Healthy Westmeath9s
8Not Around Us9 initiative

8Not Around Us9 is an invitation from young people.
It encourages the creation of  a smoke/vape free
environment and mindset for our young people
It aims to help de-normalise smoking and vaping for the
next generation.
This campaign is supported by Comhairle na nÓg and is a
step towards a Tobacco Free Westmeath.
More info can be found on the Community Development
page on the WCC website - click here

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/notaroundus/


WPPN Member Groups
Noticeboard

Contact ppn@westmeathcoco.ie to tell us
about your group’s events this summer

Killucan Area Men's Shed Fundraiser



https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservic
es/communitydevelopment/lait/

For more info and contact details of the
LAIT Team visit the Community Section

page of WCC website at

Westmeath’s Local Authority Integration
Team is in place to support new arrivals
into communities.
They identify supports needed to help
integrate people into the community.
They provide clinics onsite at
accommodation centres, in the
community, online or where required.

For regular updates follow Westmeath
Integration on their social media page

https://www.facebook.com/LAITWestmeath

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/lait/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/lait/
https://www.facebook.com/LAITWestmeath


Supported by

iReport.ie is a national,
confidential and easy to
use online racist incident
reporting tool for people

who experience or
witness racism to do
something about it.

For more info visit -  https://www.ireport.ie

Racism.
See it

Send it
End it

https://www.ireport.ie/




Remote Working Hubs in the Midlands

www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/
business/e-working

Visit this WCC website page for info and links

At last month’s Linkage Group Meeting we had an
interesting presentation on the remote working hub
situated next to the main council buildings in Mullingar.

There are three Remote Working Hubs in the county and  a
further eight community hubs with flexible spaces for
meetings rooms and hot desk facilities in Westmeath.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/e-working/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/e-working/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/e-working/


For more information visit
www.cavernomaireland.ie

http://www.cavernomaireland.ie/
http://www.cavernomaireland.ie/


Westmeath Just Transition Officer
Notices

<Ballinahown is remarkable because of what
they’ve done and in terms of their village. Rather
than waiting for things to happen, they took water
management in particular, into their own hands.=

Read more about Ballinahown’s Biodiversity Journey on 

https://www.midlandsireland.ie

https://www.midlandsireland.ie/ballinahown-a-small-village-with-big-ideas/
https://www.midlandsireland.ie/ballinahown-a-small-village-with-big-ideas/
https://www.midlandsireland.ie/ballinahown-a-small-village-with-big-ideas/


Water Heritage Day is an
opportunity to explore
traditions, practices, knowledge
and skills associated with our
natural waters.

LAWPRO
Local Authority Waters Programme

Water Heritage Day
Sunday 24 August 2025 

Visit LAWPRO site for more details www.lawaters.ie



National Learning Network Centre
Belhavel Building, Golden Island, Athlone.

Every Wednesday. 7.30pm-9.30pm

1428 Retirement Club
Harbour Street, Mullingar.

Every Tuesday. 7.30pm-9.30pm



For more info visit
https://www.atdireland.ie 

https://www.atdireland.ie/
https://www.atdireland.ie/
https://www.atdireland.ie/




AgeWell Europe is -
8-week online program
Promoting healthy ageing
For middle-aged and older adults
Tailored exercise classes
Health education workshops
Covering strength, fitness, balance, and
flexibility

To sign up visit
https://agewelleurope.eu

https://agewelleurope.eu/
https://agewelleurope.eu/


Keep up-to-date with WCC Arts News at
https://westmeathculture.ie

Keep up-to-date with WCC Arts News at
https://westmeathculture.ie

Creative Youth Plan 2023-2027

Creative Youth places creativity at the heart of
children and young peoples' lives.

Creative Youth Plan 2023-2027

Creative Youth places creativity at the heart of
children and young peoples' lives.

WCC Arts Office NotesWCC Arts Office Notes

An interim report, providing an update on the plan has just
been published - read this report by clicking on this link

https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2025/07/20250703-Creative-Youth-Interim-Report-23-25-Digital.pdf
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/app/uploads/2025/07/20250703-Creative-Youth-Interim-Report-23-25-Digital.pdf


Keep up-to-date with WCC Heritage News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

WCC Heritage &
Biodiversity Notes

https://www.ucc.ie/en/fossil-heritage/thegreatirishfossilhunt/

University College Cork’s citizen science initiative.
The Irish Public are encouraged to find, photograph and

contribute photos of their fossil finds.
Information to be used to build a fossil map of Ireland.

Closing date 31 August 2025.

The Great Irish Fossil Hunt

https://www.ucc.ie/en/fossil-heritage/thegreatirishfossilhunt/


Longford Westmeath Children and Young
People’s Services Committee

Co-ordinator: Gráinne Reid
044 935 3957 - grainne.reid@tusla.ie

Primary Care Centre, Harbour Road, Mullingar
More info at https://www.cypsc.ie/





New events page on promoting
alcohol-free events in Ireland.

Visit DRINKAWARE website at
https://www.drinkaware.ie/dry-vibe-hub-alcohol-free-events/

Hosting an event??
contact info@drinkaware.ie

 

From coffee meetups, creative workshops,
sober speed-dating and raves, run clubs ... this

page will make it easier to socialise in
supportive, sober settings.

mailto:info@drinkaware.ie






New WPPN Website
Members Page - https://westmeathppn.ie/members/

One of the great features of the the website is the 8Members
Directory9.

You can use this feature to search for groups in your area,
and/or groups doing similar work.

Here9s an example to show it could be useful to you. Just say
you9d like to see what youth groups are near you. Set the
8Cause9 f ilter to groups that are involved  with 8Children9.

Personal contact details are not shared on the site
- but if you would like to get in touch with a group,
email us at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie and we will
make contact on your behalf

https://westmeathppn.ie/members/



