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	Overview of Biodiversity Working Group


	Contact Person for Working Group

	Christina Sweeney, Biodiversity Officer, Westmeath County Council
christina.sweeney@westmeathcoco.ie | 044 9332178


	Who are We?
	The role of the Biodiversity Working Group (BWG) is to collaborate with the Biodiversity Officer on the preparation and implementation of the Local Authority Biodiversity Action Plan (LABAP).
The group assists in the delivery of the objectives and actions of this plan, monitors progress and evaluates the impacts of the plan. The primary role of this working group is therefore to provide guidance and expertise throughout the planning, implementation, monitoring and review phases of the LABAP. Responsibilities may include reviewing existing biodiversity data, identifying key conservation priorities, recommending strategies and actions, and monitoring the progress of the LABAP's implementation. The working group also serves as a liaison between the Local Authority and various stakeholders, thus ensuring community buy-in.


	What We Do?
	The composition of the Biodiversity Working Group should be diverse to ensure a multi-disciplinary approach to biodiversity conservation.
It should include representatives from the Local Authority including climate action officers, who have a direct role in policy implementation. Stakeholder representation is also essential; including community groups and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) involved in environmental conservation. Inclusion of local biodiversity experts, such as ecologists and conservationists, is crucial for providing scientific guidance. Additionally, it may be beneficial to include policy experts who can assist in providing advice on technical matters.


	Role of WPPN Representative on Biodiversity Working Group
	The WPPN Representative, using the skills and abilities they have developed through working with their own group, is expected to gather and present the views and opinions of all member organisations (including, but not limited to, his/her own group) of the PPN body which nominated him/her. 
The Representative brings issues of relevance from the community to the Biodiversity Working Group and gives feedback to the community by filling in the Representative Report after every meeting they attend on the PPNs behalf.


	WPPN Pillar(s)

	Community and Voluntary PPN Pillar
(WPPN Rep on Biodiversity Working Group must be nominated from a C&V group)


	How Often We Meet
	Working Group meets approximately 4 times per year
Morning Meetings held in Mullingar Office


	Term of Office
	WPPN Reps remain in office as rep to Biodiversity Working Group for the period of 5 years.





[bookmark: _Hlk15979344]
	To To be considered as a WPPN representative nominee, applicants must 
[bookmark: _Hlk14164066]1. Complete the nomination form below
2. Ensure that they understand the time commitment and required attendance etc for this position
3. Be proposed and seconded by 2 members of their own WPPN registered group, which must be aligned to the Community and Voluntary Pillar
4. Include a short biography (max 200 words) for inclusion on WPPN Ballot Sheet
5. Ensure nomination form is returned to Westmeath PPN by closing date for applications



Submission of completed forms.
Email to ppn@westmeathcoco.ie
Post to WPPN, Westmeath Co Co, Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 FH4N.

CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF NOMINATIONS: 12AM, 9th NOVEMBER 2025

	Nominee Name
	

	Nominee Address
	

	Nominee Email Address
	

	Nominee Phone Number
	




	
Nominating Group
	

	Group WPPN Number
	

	Proposed by
	

	Proposer’s Position in Group
	

	Seconded by
	

	Seconder’s Position in Group
	




	Signature of Nominee
	

	Date
	




	Signature of Proposer
	

	Date
	




	Signature of Seconder
	

	Date
	




	Biography of Nominee (200 words)





Notes
· In the event of more nominations than vacancies available, an election will be held.
· A panel will be created following election process to fill any current or future vacant positions.
· WPPN Reps are expected to gather and present the views and opinions of member organisations (including, but not limited to, his/her own group) of the WPPN body which elected him/her
· WPPN Reps are required to sign Reps Charter and adhere to WPPN reporting mechanisms, constitution and policies.
· WPPN representative expenses will be paid in accordance with Financial Policy of WPPN
· WPPN is non-political, non-sectarian and adheres to CVSP 8/2018 re PPNs and Engagement in the Political Process
· This form collects your name, email & phone number only for the purpose of WPPN elections and related communications; it will not be used for any other purpose.
· For more info contact Mark Ahern at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie or 044 9332157
WPPN, Westmeath Co Co, Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 FH4N. 044 9332157 | ppn@westmeathcoco.ie
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