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Newsletter
Hello from Mark and Martin at the WPPN.

Mark Ahern and Martin Fagan
Westmeath PPN

Contact Mark or Martin at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie or call 044 9332157

Keep up-to-date with the WPPN Website westmeathppn.ie

We held our Linkage Group
Meetings in September. For those of
you who couldn’t attend we’re
placing the presentations given on
our website - see the Resources
page.

The date for the Plenary has been
set for 24  November.th

There’s a few spaces left for our
organic planting event on the 8
October in Murtagh’s Organic Farm,
Ballynacarrigy. See the ad on the
next page for details.

th

The newly Westmeath Local
Community Safety Partnership is
looking for nominees to come
forward from our WPPN groups.  
(see advert on page 3)

All the best

Last week we learned of the sudden passing
of Mick Kenny of Delvin.

Mick was a longtime supporter of the WPPN
and served until recently on the Secretariat.

Together with the Secretariat and our
colleagues in the Community Section of
WCC, we wish to extend our deepest
sympathies to Mick’s family and his many
friends.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

https://westmeathppn.ie/
http://www.westmeathppn.ie/
https://westmeathppn.ie/


Visit the WPPN Website to sign up!

https://westmeathppn.ie/
https://westmeathppn.ie/event/grow-your-own-organic-workshop-with-colman-power/


WPPN Plenary
Date of the Autumn Plenary is

24  Novemberth

More details to follow.

Municipal District Submissions
Thank you to all our community groups who have taken the time to identify
and write submissions highlighting issues of concern for their group, area
and community.

The deadline for receipt of submissions has now passed.

We are currently processing these forms and will be in contact with the
submitting groups shortly.

The newly established Westmeath LCSP is seeking nominations for WPPN
Rural Area Interest Representatives from WPPN community groups working
outside the urban areas of Mullingar and Athlone.

This is a unique opportunity to contribute your experience, insights, and
leadership to a forum dedicated to making your county a safer and more
vibrant place to live, work, and visit.

For more info on this role contact Brigid Geoghegan, Local Community
Safety Partnership Co-Ordinator at -

044 9338918 | bgeoghegan@westmeathcoco.ie

Local Community Safety Partnership
Nominees Sought



Environment  Section News

Dispose of your old mattress for free

For Mullingar goto https://mulleadys.com/booking

For Athlone goto https://cportal.barnarecycling.com/booking/.

https://mulleadys.com/booking
https://cportal.barnarecycling.com/booking/


vvvnmy mj,

Longford Westmeath Community Transport CLG
- https://locallinklwr.ie/about-us/

https://locallinklwr.ie/about-us/
https://locallinklwr.ie/about-us/
https://locallinklwr.ie/about-us/


Community Section News

Pride of PlacePride of Place
Awards 2025Awards 2025

MilltownpassMilltownpass
Tidy TownTidy Town
Westmeath NomineeWestmeath Nominee

for village catagoryfor village catagory

Pride of Place
Awards 2025

Milltownpass
Tidy Town
Westmeath Nominee

for village catagory



https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/
communitydevelopment/lait/

Westmeath’s Local Authority Integration Team is in place
to support new arrivals into communities.
They identify supports needed to help integrate people
into the community.
They provide clinics onsite at accommodation centres, in
the community, online or where required.

https://www.facebook.com/LAITWestmeath

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/lait/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/lait/
https://www.facebook.com/LAITWestmeath


Electoral Commission Website
https://www.electoralcommission.ie/

https://www.electoralcommission.ie/
https://www.electoralcommission.ie/


Community Section News

Pride of PlacePride of Place
Awards 2025Awards 2025

WestmeathWestmeath
CommunityCommunity

DevelopmentDevelopment
Westmeath Nominee forWestmeath Nominee for

Age Friendly Communities categoryAge Friendly Communities category  

Pride of Place
Awards 2025

Westmeath
Community

Development
Westmeath Nominee for

Age Friendly Communities category 



Community Section



More info at
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/

https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/


Transportation Department

For more information click on this link

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/tfi-smarter-travel/walking/step-challenge/


WCC Library Events

For full listings on the many events being
held in your local libraries visit

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/


More info available at
www.westmeathsports.ie

http://www.westmeathsports.ie/
http://www.westmeathsports.ie/


Info on Soroptimist Ireland: Mullingar Branch
https://soroptimistireland.com/club/mullingar-

and-district/

https://soroptimistireland.com/club/mullingar-and-district/
https://soroptimistireland.com/club/mullingar-and-district/
https://soroptimistireland.com/club/mullingar-and-district/


Workshops October 2025

Saturday 4th Oct, 9:30am – 4pm 
Greville Arms Hotel, Mullingar

Dr Janice Mann: Genealogy and local studies
Gretta Connell: Tracing your Westmeath Ancestors

Dr Tom Hunt: Doing the history of your local sports club
 

Saturday 11th Oct, 9:00am – 4pm 
Greville Arms Hotel, Mullingar

Seamus O’Brien: Bringing the great Irish Famine in your local area
to book

Paul Gosling: Descriptive writing for Archaeology and local studies

Visit the WAHS Website at http://whahs.ie

http://whahs.ie/


More info at
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/

https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/


The Dysart River Project is a participatory community initiative to improve river
water quality.

At the core of this project was the collaboration between local farmers and
community, the Trout Preservation Association, LAWPRO scientists and
community officers, Teagasc Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory
Program (ASSAP) advisers, Inland Fisheries Ireland, Westmeath County Council

This pilot helped make the case for the establishment of a €60 Million funded
European Innovation Partnership (EIP) on water agriculture. This EIP called
Farming for Water was launched in March 2024 at one of the pilot farms in
Dysart.

Westmeath Just Transition Officer
Dysart River Project Wins the Irish Times

Ireland’s Greenest Community Award

The Just Transition Officer nominated the project for the Irish Times Greenest
Places award. This project won Ireland’s Greenest Community category. 



WPPN Member News 
Derravaragh Music Association

More info at http://derravaraghmusic.ie

http://derravaraghmusic.ie/


More info at
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/

https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/


For more information visit
www.restorenature.ie/get-involved

Help to shape Ireland's Nature Restoration Plan
Following the adoption of the Nature Restoration Law in
Europe in August 2024, all Member States must produce
their own Nature Restoration Plan..
Public Community Consultation Events are being held
throughout the country this autumn.
This is an opportunity to ensure policies reflect the realities
of communities, while deepening our collective connection
to the natural world.

18th Oct, 4pm-6pm
St Aidan's GAA Hall, Ballyforan, Co. Roscommon

With online events to be announced

http://www.restorenature.ie/get-involved
http://www.restorenature.ie/get-involved


Community Section



More info at
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/

https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/
https://www.athlonecommunityservicescouncil.com/


ASI Westmeath Dementia Advice -
https://alzheimer.ie/county/westmeath/

https://alzheimer.ie/county/westmeath/
https://alzheimer.ie/county/westmeath/


To contact and get involved visit
https://www.midlandslgbtproject.com/heartlands-pride

https://www.midlandslgbtproject.com/heartlands-pride


For print copies visit www.thewayhome.ie

The Way Home was made possible through the support of the Irish Hospice
Foundation, Creative Ireland, GoFundMe donors, the Castlebridge Primary
School community, and the Natural Health Store in Wexford.

The Way Home
An Illustrated Storybook for

Children Navigating Traumatic Loss
Dr. Trudy Meehan, Clinical
Psychologist wrote The Way
Home to help families
experiencing bereavement.  
Inspired by her personal
experience after her
daughter’s father died by
suicide, the book uses the
gentle metaphor of an
astronaut lost in space—
whose hope is too small and
pain too big — to show how
sometimes pain can be
stronger than love.

For free downland visit RCSI Repository Website

Key Features
Provides language for difficult <why= questions after loss.
Offers metaphors that comfort children and adults.
Creates opportunities for conversation and connection.
Reminds us that even in the hardest moments, love can
guide us home.
Allows young people to choose their own ending, giving a
sense of control.

https://thewayhomebook.myshopify.com/
https://repository.rcsi.com/articles/book/The_Way_Home/29304899?file=57128378


Dan Jørgensen: European Commissioner for Housing
<Tackling the housing crisis which is affecting millions of
Europeans requires inclusive action=
<The voice of our citizens is extremely important to shape a
European Affordable Housing Plan which can really impact
people’s lives across the entire European Union.=
<If we want to make sure all Europeans have an affordable,
sustainable and decent home, we need to work together across
all levels of governance and sectors.=

This EU wide public consultation explores all
areas relevant to affordable housing in the EU

Have your say by filling out the online
questionnaire by 17 October 2025.

https://housing.ec.europa.eu/news/have-your-say-how-make-housing-more-affordable-2025-07-11_en
https://housing.ec.europa.eu/news/have-your-say-how-make-housing-more-affordable-2025-07-11_en


Online Webinar on Homelessness
and Physical Disability Research

Mon, 6 Oct 2025, 2-3pm 

Register for this webinar at
https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/HBWVZNX

https://nda.ie

Dr Julie Broderick will present her research titled <An
Exploration of the Scale and Impact of Physical
Disability in People Experiencing Homelessness in
Ireland=.
This will be followed by a response from a  
representative from the Department of Housing .
There will also be an opportunity for questions from
the audience.

https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/HBWVZNX
https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/HBWVZNX
https://nda.ie/


This news hub
brings together
everything you
need to know
about collective
disability
advocacy news in
Ireland into one
place every week.

Disability Participation News Hub

Sign up to their newsletter or follow on social media
https://mailchi.mp/3ce7ca8f3fc3/disability-participation-news-hub

The DPNH would like to draw your attention to the
following-



Community Section News

This is part of WCC
programme to
encourage interest in
young people  in
Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths,
with a particular focus
on Computer Science.

GOTO STEM WEBPAGE FOR MORE INFO

STEM Officer Callout
Kelley, our STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)
Officer, is looking for schools and voluntary groups etc who
would be interested in hosting free STEM workshops in their
locality.

Examples of workshops would include robotics,
coding, micro-bits and AI.

Kelley Keogh, STEM Engagement Officer, c/o Community
Development Section, Westmeath County Council, Mullingar.
Email:  kelley.keogh@westmeathcoco.ie  | 044-9332093

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/stem/


Book you place here
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/

regionalliteracycoordinator/1860911

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/regionalliteracycoordinator/1860911
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/regionalliteracycoordinator/1860911
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/regionalliteracycoordinator/1860911


Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

Public Consultation

Click on this gov.ie link for more info

Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities:
Strategy to support the community and voluntary sector

Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities
A five-year strategy to support the community and voluntary sector in Ireland 2019-2024/5
The Department are currently leading on the development of a successor strategy which will
run until 2030
As part of this process the Dept will engage with national and local government and key
stakeholders from the community and voluntary sector.

Pobail Inbhuanaithe, Chuimsitheacha agus Chumhachtaithe
Straitéis cúig bliana chun tacú leis an earnáil phobail agus dheonach in Éirinn 2019-2024
Sa straitéis cúig bliana chun tacú leis an earnáil phobail agus dheonach in Éirinn, leagadh
amach fís fhadtéarmach dár bpobail in Éirinn. Leagadh treo ginearálta amach inti do
bheartas an rialtais i ndáil le forbairt phobail, forbairt áitiúil agus na hearnálacha pobail agus
deonacha do na deich mbliana atá romhainn.
Chuir an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, comhghleacaithe an Rialtais
Láir agus Áitiúil, agus na hearnálacha pobail agus deonacha an Straitéis i dtoll a chéile.

The Department are currently leading on the development of a
successor strategy which will run until 2030
As part of this process the Dept will engage with national and local
government and key stakeholders from the community and voluntary
sector.
Click on this link to visit Consultation Website

https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/publications/sustainable-inclusive-and-empowered-communities-a-five-year-strategy-to-support-the-community-and-voluntary-sector-in-ireland-2019-2024/
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/186c66aa-34ef-1005-02db-134813c69c0b


More info on the work of ATD at
https://www.atdireland.ie

https://www.atdireland.ie/
https://www.atdireland.ie/


More info on Local-
Link Services for

Longford-Westmeath-
Roscommon at

https://locallinklwr.ie/

https://locallinklwr.ie/
https://locallinklwr.ie/
https://locallinklwr.ie/
https://locallinklwr.ie/
https://locallinklwr.ie/


Westmeath Community
Climate Action Officer Notices

Contact Andrea Geoghegan, Community Climate
Action Officer, to register your interest -

044-9332125 ageoghegan@westmeathcoco.ie
More info on the WCC website’s Environment page

mailto:ageoghegan@westmeathcoco.ie
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/environment/climateaction/whatcommunitiescando-greencommunities/communityclimateactionprogramme/


If you would like to attend, please
complete the registration form at this link 

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/Lf8ucXsX6E
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/Lf8ucXsX6E
https://forms.microsoft.com/r/Lf8ucXsX6E


Boyne Pilot Catchment Community Forum

New consultative forum around Water Quality in the
Midlands East Area - Boyne Catchment
A forum for local community deliberation on water quality
data, support local community action, and influence local
plans linked to our local environment and influence  
regional/national decision making around how we manage
our natural waters

LAWPRO
Local Authority Waters Programme

For more info visit LAWPRO site www.lawaters.ie |
David Quinn, new LAWPRO Community Water Officer

Public Meeting
Wed 1st Oct 2025, 7.30-9pm

Newgrange Hotel, Bridge Street, Navan

https://lawaters.ie/
https://lawaters.ie/


Westmeath County Council
has funding available for
business owners to improve
the building facades of their
properties.

The aim of the scheme is to
enhance the streetscape and
environment of towns and
villages.

The following towns/villages are
eligible -
Mullingar, Athlone, Castlepollard,
Kilbeggan, Kinnegad, Moate, Ballinagore,
Ballinalack, Ballykeeran, Ballymore,
Ballyncacarrigy, Castletown-Geoghegan,
Clonmellon, Collinstown, Coole, Delvin,
Finnea, Glasson, Killucan/Rathwire,
Milltownpass, Multyfarnham, Raharney,
Rathowen, Rochfortbridge, Tyrrellspass.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/

For more information click
on link below

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/business/business/shopfrontenhancementgrantscheme/


More info at
https://www.tusla.ie/services/alternative-care/foster-care/

https://www.tusla.ie/services/alternative-care/foster-care/
https://www.tusla.ie/services/alternative-care/foster-care/
https://www.tusla.ie/services/alternative-care/foster-care/


For more information on Westmeath Community
Development Services goto https://westcd.ie

https://westcd.ie/
https://westcd.ie/


For more info on Westmeath Comhairle na nÓg visit
https://comhairlenanog.ie/local-comhairle/westmeath/

Click here for Pledge Webpage

https://comhairlenanog.ie/local-comhairle/westmeath/
https://www.irva.ie/youth-pledge-campaign?fbclid=IwY2xjawMs-clleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHnu68RJDUZSR1Pcd43OHEJWQl66Z2RXCQsDRl2PHVtt7_ubi57ZA6pwU2RpS_aem_H1aB6-3Z5j0uHXfA6WnKLA


More info at https://www.publichealth.ie/

FREE ONLINE WEBINAR
<Physical Activity in Later Life:

Staying Active in an Online World=
10am Thurs 23 Oct 2025

The Institute of Public Health’s webinar will focus on
staying active in a digital world, particularly as we age.

Including presentations from -

Professor Adrian Bauman, Director of Prevention Research
Collaboration, Sydney School of Public Health

Dr Jacqueline Mair, Senior Scientist, Mobile Health
Interventions, Singapore-ETH Centre

Meg Hegarty, Active Programme FitLine Coordinator, Age and
Opportunity

https://www.publichealth.ie/


Skills for Life program
to be delivered by Public Libraries

Public libraries partner with Media Literacy Ireland to train
over 50 librarians as Media Literacy Champions.
This program is part of the Public Library Strategy
It will equip individuals with essential skills to navigate
modern life.
The programme will be available across all 30 local
authority library services and will offer support in six key
areas: 

Basic Digital Skills
Financial Literacy
Media Literacy
Business and Employment Skills
Health Awareness
Sustainable Lifestyles and Environmental Awareness

Click here for information on the Public Library Strategy

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/news/the-library-is-the-place-new-five-year-strategy-for-public-libraries-unveiled/


Annual Report of SICAP Program 2024   
Click Here to view report
2,368 Local Community Groups supported
1995 individuals progressed into employment
260 Community activists or community groups supported
473 Social Enterprises were supported by SICAP.
32,490 individuals were supported in 2024
53,133 Children & parents were supported in 2024.

New board members appointed to Board of Pobal  
Pobal is a not-for-profit organisation that works on behalf
of Government to support communities and local agencies
towards achieving social inclusion and development
Paul Rogers, Vincent Keenan and Michael Heaney
appointed to 16 member board

SICAP <In Our Words= Event in Athlone
Social Inclusion and Community Activation Program 
250 delegates from Local Development Companies, City &
County Councils, the Community and Voluntary sector and
national representative organisations in attendance
The day long gathering celebrated the power of lived
experience, bringing together individuals from all parts of
Ireland to share their personal journeys and others to
highlight the impact of community-led projects supported
by the SICAP program.

For further information
visit POBAL website
https://www.pobal.ie

https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/social-inclusion-and-community-activation-programme-sicap-2024-2028/resources/
https://www.pobal.ie/
https://www.pobal.ie/
https://www.pobal.ie/


Visit https://www2.hse.ie/mental-health/self-
help/balancing-stress/ to learn more

Healthy Westmeath

https://www2.hse.ie/mental-health/self-help/balancing-stress/
https://www2.hse.ie/mental-health/self-help/balancing-stress/


Westmeath Community Development

For more info visit -  https://westcd.ie

https://westcd.ie/free-qqi-training-athlone-starting-soon/


Public Consultations

Visit the WCC Consultation Portal
for news of upcoming consultations
- https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie

https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en/browse
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en/browse
https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/en/browse


WPPN Website
Members Page - https://westmeathppn.ie/members/

One of the great features of the the website is the 8Members
Directory9.

You can use this feature to search for groups in your area,
and/or groups doing similar work.

Here9s an example to show it could be useful to you. Just say
you9d like to see what youth groups are near you. Set the
8Cause9 f ilter to groups that are involved  with 8Children9.

Personal contact details are not shared on the site
- but if you would like to get in touch with a group,
email us at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie and we will
make contact on your behalf

https://westmeathppn.ie/members/



