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Hello from Mark and Martin at the WPPN.

Thanks to everyone who attended the
Autumn Plenary in November. We hope you
found it interesting and informative.

We’ve now started to organise our annual
funding workshops and clinics for early in the
New Year. The provisional dates are as follows

20  Jan Athlone - Funding Info Eventth

22  Jan Mullingar - Funding Info Eventnd

27  Jan Athlone - Funding Walk in Clinicth

3  Feb Mullingar - Funding Walk in Clinicrd

      more details to follow....

Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community
Development with WPPN Secretariat and Staff at the recent PPN
National Conference in Trim

Mark Ahern and Martin Fagan
Westmeath PPN

We had a number of new WPPN
Reps ratified at the Plenary, namely
- Brian Browne (Biodiversity
Working Group); John Bawle
(Secretariat and Local Community
and Development Committee); Joe
Whelan (Midlands Region Drug
and Alcohol Taskforce). Four WPPN
Reps were also appointed to the
Local Community Safety
Partnership - Cathy Whelehan,
Cara Guilfoyle, Pat Grimes and
Philip Woods.

We’d like to thank all these reps for
putting their names forward and
we wish them every success in
their new roles.

 All the best,

Contact Mark or Martin at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie or call 044 9332157

Visit the WPPN Website at 

https://westmeathppn.ie/
https://westmeathppn.ie/
http://www.westmeathppn.ie/
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Clink on this Link -
http://bit.ly/4r9maRl

http://bit.ly/4r9maRl
http://bit.ly/4r9maRl
http://bit.ly/4r9maRl
http://bit.ly/4r9maRl






CLICK
HERE FOR
DETAILS

WPPN Member News
Derravaragh Music Association

http://derravaraghmusic.ie/
http://derravaraghmusic.ie/
http://derravaraghmusic.ie/
http://derravaraghmusic.ie/
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Open Public Consultations

https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie

Currently open consultations - as on 4/12/2025

https://consult.westmeathcoco.ie/
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Community Section

Click this link to apply!

Deadline - 4pm Fri,
19/12/2025

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=gTsdvAVgkkm_L-g36gxvkI5L9r27RidGlM0jt1Ih815UQ1c2RUdKNE9OTThJS0tDVEpRNTRSME0zVy4u&route=shorturl


CLICK HERE
TO WATCH

Independent Living Movement Ireland has
just released a series of short 30 seconds
videos with disabled people talking about
key concepts such as ableism,
intersectionality, and internal oppression.

Title is “Everything You Wanted to Know”.

View these videos at
https://www.youtube.com/@ilmi-

independentlivingmove2423 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GuhNLHM3P8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GuhNLHM3P8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GuhNLHM3P8
https://www.youtube.com/@ilmi-independentlivingmove2423
https://www.youtube.com/@ilmi-independentlivingmove2423


WCC Heritage Officer Notes

Keep up-to-date with WCC Heritage and Arts News at

https://westmeathculture.ie

 ×Historic Structures Fund

ÅA Talk by Wildlife author Conor O’Brien
Westmeath Branch Aras an Mhuillinn, Mullingar 
8pm, Wed 17th December

ÉWestmeath Archaeological and Historical Society
Book Launch
Greville Arms Hotel
7.30pm, Wed 17th December

HSF will offer grants from €50,000 up to €200,000
with a focus on large enhancement, refurbishment or
reuse projects involving heritage structures where a
clear community or public benefit or a clear residential
benefit has been demonstrated.
Deadline: 5pm on 16  January 2026.th

5Peatlands and Natura Community Engagement Scheme
National Parks and Wildlife Service
Open for 2026 applications - closing date of 9th January 2026
Click here for more info

�Heritage Council Grant Schemes
Heritage Stewardship Fund - deadline 5pm, 19th Jan 2026
Heritage Organisations Support Fund - deadline 5pm, 26  Jan 2026 th

Click here for more info

´BirdWatch Ireland Garden Birds Survey
1 December 2025 to 23 February 2026.
Click here for more info

https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-and-natura-community-engagement-scheme-2026#:~:text=The%20Peatlands%20and%20Natura%20Community%20Engagement%20Scheme%20(PNCES)%2C%20formerly,%E2%82%AC800%2C000%20available%20in%202026
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.heritagecouncil.ie_funding_heritage-2Dstewardship-2Dscheme-2D2&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-2U_wqOr2DBiM6zWgaQJj7aXWR5eLR2fo88iwW2P1SkMN4-l-eZ7izyFE9DiBpcJ&m=wxMSgqpKsg1eY8Ng_szNcBE8vW0kB8WQw2YRGOLUFwkQrJ-ZZPMYK60wRskP1_tb&s=_Kaxfdry83b5vckNn_t0ggx_6CAmeEJZ9rWmIZrhYGA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.heritagecouncil.ie_funding_heritage-2Dstewardship-2Dscheme-2D2&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-2U_wqOr2DBiM6zWgaQJj7aXWR5eLR2fo88iwW2P1SkMN4-l-eZ7izyFE9DiBpcJ&m=wxMSgqpKsg1eY8Ng_szNcBE8vW0kB8WQw2YRGOLUFwkQrJ-ZZPMYK60wRskP1_tb&s=_Kaxfdry83b5vckNn_t0ggx_6CAmeEJZ9rWmIZrhYGA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.heritagecouncil.ie_funding_heritage-5Forgs-2Dfund&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-2U_wqOr2DBiM6zWgaQJj7aXWR5eLR2fo88iwW2P1SkMN4-l-eZ7izyFE9DiBpcJ&m=wxMSgqpKsg1eY8Ng_szNcBE8vW0kB8WQw2YRGOLUFwkQrJ-ZZPMYK60wRskP1_tb&s=R0CnEYdmETLDKuxiIjIYbCk8FHlzwoauMkRnbZF05Aw&e=
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding/on-line-grants-system
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.heritagecouncil.ie_funding_heritage-2Dstewardship-2Dscheme-2D2&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-2U_wqOr2DBiM6zWgaQJj7aXWR5eLR2fo88iwW2P1SkMN4-l-eZ7izyFE9DiBpcJ&m=wxMSgqpKsg1eY8Ng_szNcBE8vW0kB8WQw2YRGOLUFwkQrJ-ZZPMYK60wRskP1_tb&s=_Kaxfdry83b5vckNn_t0ggx_6CAmeEJZ9rWmIZrhYGA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.heritagecouncil.ie_funding_heritage-2Dstewardship-2Dscheme-2D2&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-2U_wqOr2DBiM6zWgaQJj7aXWR5eLR2fo88iwW2P1SkMN4-l-eZ7izyFE9DiBpcJ&m=wxMSgqpKsg1eY8Ng_szNcBE8vW0kB8WQw2YRGOLUFwkQrJ-ZZPMYK60wRskP1_tb&s=_Kaxfdry83b5vckNn_t0ggx_6CAmeEJZ9rWmIZrhYGA&e=
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/irish-garden-bird-survey/


The Creative Ireland Programme has announced
three funds, with a combined value of €4.6 million
supporting creativity, connection and wellbeing
across the island of Ireland.

Full info on these grants available here at
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/cr

eative-grant-call-2025/

https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-grant-call-2025/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-grant-call-2025/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-grant-call-2025/


Visit Westmeath Co Co Website for information on

SEVERE WEATHER TEXT ALERT SERVICE

WESTMEATH MAJOR EMERGENCY PLAN

ROAD GRITTING ROUTES IN THE COUNTY

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/emergencyservices/firesafetyinthecommunity/seasonalwinter/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/emergencyservices/majoremergencyplan/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/transportationandactivetravel/wintergritting/


WCC Library Events

For more info on the many events being held visit

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/

Westmeath Libraries are
offering the public the
opportunity to attend Money
Made Simple classes this
December and January in their
Mullingar, Kinnegad and Moate
Libraries.

Check out these events in your local branch over the Christmas Period

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/


CLICK HERE FOR INFO

https://www.publichealth.ie/uhc
https://www.publichealth.ie/uhc


WPPN
Autumn
Plenary

24th Nov 2025 

https://westmeathppn.ie/






Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

Announcements from the Department

Visit https://www.gov.ie  for more info

Social Enterprises Recognised at the First National Social
Enterprise Awards

The National Social Enterprise Awards highlight the positive impact
social enterprises have on our communities and raises awareness and
understanding of social enterprise across Ireland

€16.5 million for outdoor recreation projects 
Investment in recreational facilities such as walking trails, cycleways,
water-based amenities and mountain access routes
Projects directly support the ambition of the National Outdoor
Recreation Strategy: ‘Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors’

New Solutions Social Innovation Hub and funding
Funding of over €2.5 million also announced for social innovation
initiatives
Total funding of over €5 million allocated to support and grow the
social innovation ecosystem in Ireland

Funding for Foras na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency
North South Ministerial Council meeting at Monaghan Peace Campus
€20 million joint funding and €2 million additional funding.
Budget for Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge increases to €2m in 2026

Baile an Róba Language Plan
€672,000 funding made available for Gaeltacht Service Town

€12.3 million for projects under the 2025 CLÁR programme
Investment in sports clubs and community facilities nationwide
Funding for playgrounds, astro-turf pitches, walking tracks, spectator
stands and upgrades of community centres 

https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/




CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

https://westmeath.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/EVSESENQ/658347935/131073858,71
https://westmeath.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/EVSESENQ/658347935/131073858,71
https://westmeath.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/EVSESENQ/658347935/131073858,71


WPPN Member Group: CUIGE

Visit mullingargathers.com
for up-to-date info

https://www.mullingargathers.com/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.mullingargathers.com/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.mullingargathers.com/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email


Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

Visit https://www.gov.ie  for more info

 2025 CLÁR programme
€12.3 million for projects under the 2025 programme
Investment in sports clubs and community facilities nationwide
Funding for playgrounds, astro-turf pitches, walking tracks, spectator
stands and upgrades of community centres 
Including the following Westmeath projects

https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/


Arts Office

More info
at http://www.athloneartsandtourism.ie/luan-gallery/art-gallery

http://www.athloneartsandtourism.ie/luan-gallery/art-gallery


Disability Participation News Hub

This news hub brings together everything
you need to know about collective disability
advocacy news in Ireland into one place
every week.

Sign up to their newsletter or
follow on social media

https://mailchi.mp/3ce7ca8f3fc3/disability-
participation-news-hub



The Community Water
Development Fund 2026 is now

open for applications.
The application process will remain
open until 11:30pm on Tuesday 20th

January 2026.

More information available
https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/ 

https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/
https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/
https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/


Westmeath Community Development
represented Westmeath at the recent
IPB Pride of Place awards ceremony.

The ‘Live Longer and Prosper’ programme was a runner
up in the ‘Age Friendly Communities’  category.









Native Woodland Strategy
2026-2030 Public Consultation
Woodlands of Ireland is conducting an

online public consultation from now until
Friday, 16th January 2026, followed by

webinars and a gathering.

To contribute follow this link -
https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws

-consultation-form/

https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws-consultation-form/
https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws-consultation-form/
https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws-consultation-form/


WPPN Member Groups
Noticeboard

https://www.midlandslgbtproject.com/
heartlands-pride

Heartlands Pride

https://www.midlandslgbtproject.com/heartlands-pride
https://www.midlandslgbtproject.com/heartlands-pride


Community Section

Click this link to view the strategy

The new Westmeath Age Friendly
Strategy, which was launched
recently, brings together key
agencies, community and service
providers to collaborate on
improving the lives of older people
in Westmeath.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/agefriendly/


Department of Children,
Disability and Equality 

Click on this link for more info

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/national-human-rights-strategy-for-disabled-people-2025-2030-formats/


https://climateconnected.ie

The Climate Connected Project is a national
platform designed to support and celebrate
community-based climate action across Ireland.

Developed through a co-creative process with local authorities,
Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs), Decarbonising Zones
(DZs) and community partners, the platform brings together real
examples of local climate initiatives, an interactive DZ map, and
practical supports to help communities learn from each other
and get more involved in climate solutions where they live.

https://climateconnected.ie/




Supported by

iReport.ie is a national,
confidential and easy to
use online racist incident
reporting tool for people

who experience or
witness racism to do
something about it.

For more info visit -  https://www.ireport.ie

Racism.
See it

Send it
End it

https://www.ireport.ie/


New events page on promoting
alcohol-free events in Ireland.

Visit DRINKAWARE website at
https://www.drinkaware.ie/dry-vibe-hub-alcohol-free-events/

Hosting an event??
contact info@drinkaware.ie

 

From coffee meetups, creative workshops,
sober speed-dating and raves, run clubs ... this

page will make it easier to socialise in
supportive, sober settings.

mailto:info@drinkaware.ie



