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Hello from Mark at the WPPN.

I hope you all have had a
peaceful Christmas and New  
Year’s break.

January is always an important
month for announcements
about public grants. This issue of
our Newsletter contains notices
of many of these funding
opportunities.

At the end of this month the
WPPN and Community Section
will host our annual funding
information sessions and clinics.

20  Jan Athlone - Funding Infoth

22  Jan Mullingar - Funding Infond

27  Jan Athlone - Walk in Clinicth

3  Feb Mullingar - Walk in Clinicrd

See inside for times and
locations

Mark Ahern
Westmeath PPN

The WPPN are offering 45
free places on Carmichael’s
Spring Summer 2026
Training Programme. See
inside for more info.

In other news, my colleague
Martin will, this month, take
up a new position with the
Library Section. On behalf of
myself and the Secretariat, I
would like to wish him well
in this new position.

 All the best,

Contact Mark at ppn@westmeathcoco.ie or call 044 9332157

Visit the WPPN Website at 

https://westmeathppn.ie/
https://westmeathppn.ie/
http://www.westmeathppn.ie/


Click on this link to the WPPN Site
 for up-to-date info and registration.

https://westmeathppn.ie/event/wppn-wcc-grant-information-evenings/
https://westmeathppn.ie/event/wppn-wcc-grant-information-evenings/
https://westmeathppn.ie/event/wppn-wcc-grant-information-evenings/


Free Training Courses
for WPPN Members

Free Training Courses
for WPPN Members

Places are available on a first come first served basis and
are limited to one per person.

Click here for more info

Westmeath PPN is delighted to announce that we have
purchased 45 places on Carmichael’s Spring Summer 2026
Scheduled Training Programme for workers/volunteers in
our member organisations.

https://westmeathppn.ie/free-training-courses-for-wppn-members-2026/
https://westmeathppn.ie/free-training-courses-for-wppn-members-2026/
https://westmeathppn.ie/free-training-courses-for-wppn-members-2026/


Click on this link to the WCC Website for more
info and to access the online application system

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/communitygrants/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/communitygrants/


Click on this link to the WCC Website for more
info and to access the online application system

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/communitygrants/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/communitygrants/


WCC Heritage Officer Notes

Visit the Conservation & Heritage
Grants Page on the WCC for more info

 ×Community Monuments Fund 2026 
Applications are invited for the Community Monuments Fund 2026
Owners and custodians of archaeological monuments may apply for
grants to safeguard them into the future for the benefit of local
communities and the visiting public. 
The core aims of the Community Monuments Fund are the
conservation, maintenance, protection, and promotion of
archaeological monuments.
Deadline: 30  January 2026.th

 ×Historic Structures Fund 2026 
HSF offers grants from €50,000 up to €200,000 with a focus on
large enhancement, refurbishment or reuse projects involving
heritage structures, where a clear community or public benefit has
been demonstrated, or a clear residential benefit has been
demonstrated. 
Deadline: 16  January 2026.th

´Birdwatch Ireland Westmeath Branch 
Michael Wycherley will be giving overview of the swift survey of
Mullingar during last summer. Also an overview of our ongoing counts
of wetland birds at Lough Ennell and Lough Owel in the past few
months and discussion on same.
8pm, Tuesday, 13  Jan 2026. Aras an Mhuilinn, Mount Street.th

mOld Athlone Society
Dr Pádraig Lenihan lecture entitled 'Sieges without Guns, Athlone and
the Midlands Dec 1641-Feb 1643'. 
8pm, Wednesday, Jan 14  2026. Shamrock Lodge Hotel.  th

All Welcome.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/conservationheritagegrants/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/planning/conservationheritage/conservationheritagegrants/


In-depth training for frontline professionals working with migrants.
SAFE (Support and Aid for FGM and EFM) project, is an EU-funded
initiative that focuses on prevention, protection, and support for
women and girls affected by or at risk of Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM) and Early and Forced Marriage (EFM).

Click here for information on AkiDwA Safe Project

https://akidwa.ie/news/safe-project-update-%E2%80%93-august-2025


The Community Water
Development Fund 2026 is now

open for applications.
The application process will remain
open until 11:30pm on Tuesday 20th

January 2026.

More information available
https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/ 

https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/
https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/
https://lawaters.ie/cwdf/


Open Public Consultations

Click to Visit WCC Consultatations Portal



Westmeath County Council, in conjunction with the
National Transport Authority (NTA), invites residents,
local stakeholders and members of the public to attend
a Public Information and Feedback Session on the
Preliminary Design for the Mullingar Courthouse to
Saunders Bridge Active Travel Scheme.
The preliminary design will be on display, and council
staff and designers will be available to answer questions.

Feedback is welcome until close of business Friday 16
January 2026

Mullingar Active Travel Scheme
Public Information & Feedback Session

Monday | 12 January 2026 | 3pm – 8pm
Áras an Chontae/County Buildings, Mullingar

More information at
 https://www.mullingaractivetravel.com/courthouse

https://www.mullingaractivetravel.com/courthouse
https://www.mullingaractivetravel.com/courthouse
https://www.mullingaractivetravel.com/courthouse


WCC Library Events

For more info on the many events being held visit

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/

Westmeath Libraries are
offering the public the
opportunity to attend Money
Made Simple classes this
December and January in their
Mullingar, Kinnegad and Moate
Libraries.

Check out these events in your local branch this Spring

https://westmeathculture.ie/library/


CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

https://westmeath.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/EVSESENQ/658347935/131073858,71
https://westmeath.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/EVSESENQ/658347935/131073858,71
https://westmeath.spydus.ie/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/EVSESENQ/658347935/131073858,71




The Creative Ireland Programme has announced
three funds, with a combined value of €4.6 million
supporting creativity, connection and wellbeing
across the island of Ireland.

Full info on these grants available here at
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/cr

eative-grant-call-2025/

https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-grant-call-2025/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-grant-call-2025/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-grant-call-2025/


Arts Office

Visit the Westmeath
Culture Website for up-to-

date info on Arts Office
opportunities and events

https://westmeathculture.ie/arts/westmeath-arts-grants/
https://westmeathculture.ie/arts/westmeath-arts-grants/
https://westmeathculture.ie/arts/westmeath-arts-grants/
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The Health Service Executive (HSE) is undertaking this
survey to understand community needs and prevent
drug and alcohol use and related harm
They are inviting professionals and organisations from
across sectors to complete a short online survey.
The survey seeks to capture the perspectives of those
working with children, families, young people,
communities, and underserved groups, including those
whose work focuses on health, wellbeing, education,
community development, and social support.
Coordinated by the National Health Improvement
Team (Public Health).

The deadline for completing the survey
is 12  January 2026th

Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

To participate in the survey
click on this link

National Stakeholder Survey
Understanding community needs and preventing

drug and alcohol use and related harm

https://www.gov.ie/
https://secure.bandasurvey.ie/WebProd/Interview/17V0OGNH3C1X1L3Z17V24MY2K7TW2G8L
https://secure.bandasurvey.ie/WebProd/Interview/17V0OGNH3C1X1L3Z17V24MY2K7TW2G8L


Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

Announcements from the Department

Visit https://www.gov.ie  for more info

Town and Village Renewal Scheme News
€26 million announced for over 100 projects nationwide under the
Town and Village Renewal Scheme
Focusing on tackling vacancy and dereliction to bring additional
footfall into town centers and assisting with pre-development costs
associated with projects to help communities develop applications for
future funding calls
Example of a project: 

Kerry County Council were awarded €250,000 under the 2025 Building or Land
Acquisition Measure to cover the full cost of purchasing Teach Siamsa na Carriage,
Baile na nGall. This centre was one of the National Folk Theatre of Ireland's ‘Tithe
Siamsa’, which were built in the 1970’s as training feeder centres for local traditional
talent through the medium of Irish. The intention is to return it to use as a multi-
purpose Arts Centre

‘Fighting Words’ Irish language and Gaeltacht programme 
Funding of €300,000 over 3 years (2025-2028) for this programme
Fighting Words Irish language programme contributes to the use of
the language among young people and to the use of Irish in the
education system – in Gaeltacht areas and other locations across the
country

New €2 million Community Centre in Moneygall, Co Offaly
Project funded under the Community Centre Investment Fund (CCIF)
The CCIF New Build Measure invests in new build multi-functional
community centres with a minimum grant of €1 million up to a
maximum of €6 million

Community Services Programme
400 community organisations nationwide to benefit from increased
funding and 9 new organisations to join the programme in 2026
Over 50 organisations set to benefit from a higher funding category, 11
organisations’ contracts extended to end 2027 and plans to open the
CSP Programme to new applications early next year

https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/


Visit Westmeath Co Co Website for information on

SEVERE WEATHER TEXT ALERT SERVICE

WESTMEATH MAJOR EMERGENCY PLAN

ROAD GRITTING ROUTES IN THE COUNTY

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/emergencyservices/firesafetyinthecommunity/seasonalwinter/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/emergencyservices/majoremergencyplan/
https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/transportationandactivetravel/wintergritting/


Department of Rural and

Community Development
and the Gaeltacht 

PPN Annual Report for 2024 available here

https://www.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/news/public-participation-networks-latest-news/#public-participation-network-annual-report-2024
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/news/public-participation-networks-latest-news/#public-participation-network-annual-report-2024


Community Section

Click this link to view the strategy

The new Westmeath Age Friendly
Strategy, which was launched
recently, brings together key
agencies, community and service
providers to collaborate on
improving the lives of older people
in Westmeath.

https://www.westmeathcoco.ie/en/ourservices/communitydevelopment/agefriendly/






Native Woodland Strategy
2026-2030 Public Consultation
Woodlands of Ireland is conducting an

online public consultation from now until
Friday, 16th January 2026, followed by

webinars and a gathering.

To contribute follow this link -
https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws

-consultation-form/

https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws-consultation-form/
https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws-consultation-form/
https://www.woodlandsofireland.com/nws-consultation-form/



