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	Westmeath Community Development (WCD): Overview


	Who to Contact
	Name: Frank Murtagh CEO, Westmeath Community Development
Email: fmurtagh@westcd.ie   Phone:  044 9348571 


	Who are We
	Westmeath Community Development is a partnership which empowers people and communities to overcome disadvantages and enhance the quality of their lives.
There are 15 places on the Board
· 4 reps coming from the WPPN
· There is currently 1 vacancy for which nominations are sought.
WCD was formed in 1993 to access funding under the LEADER II programme. Under LEADER II it carries out a programme of rural development throughout the county.
In 1996 it also became the Area Based Partnership for the County and as such qualified to deliver Local Development Social Inclusion programmes.

	What We Do
	WCD’s main programmes are -
· LEADER and SICAP.
Other community and employment programmes include
	· Childcare, after school’s programme
· Employment programmes, CE, RSS, TUS and JI
· Traveler Project
· Primary Health Care Programme
· Volunteer Centre
	· Refugee Resettlement
· Care and Repair
· Food and Health Programme.
· Horticulture, Job Club, PEIL and Dormant Accounts.



More information on website, www.westcd.ie 

	WPPN Pillar(s)

	All Westmeath PPN Pillars

	How Often We Meet
	Approx. 10 times per year
Meeting venues in Athlone & Mullingar - morning office hours 
There are 4 Board subcommittees -
· Finance
· HR
· Community Development
· Enterprise and Employment.
Not essential that a Board member sit on subcommittees but most sit on one of them. They meet 4-6 times in a year during office hours. 

	Term of Office
	WPPN Reps remain in office as rep to Westmeath Community Development for the period of 3 years with option to opt to be re-elected for 2nd term – followed by a compulsory break after 2nd term

	Role of PPN Representative
	The PPN Representative, using the skills and abilities they have developed through working with their own group, is expected to gather and present the views and opinions of all member organisations (including, but not limited to, his/her own group) of the PPN body which nominated him/her.

The Representative brings issues of relevance from the community to the WCD and gives feedback to the community by filling in the Representative Report after every meeting they attend on the PPNs behalf. 



Westmeath Public Participation Network
Nomination form for WPPN reps to Westmeath Community Development


[bookmark: _Hlk178610768][bookmark: _Hlk15979344]Nominee Groups and their Nominees should -
1. Complete in full the Nomination Form below
2. Be proposed and seconded by 2 members of their own WPPN Registered Group.
3. Include a Statement from the nominee consisting of a brief biography and statement as to why they should be considered for the position. 200 words max. This will be included on the WPPN Ballot Sheet.
4. Nomination Groups are asked to prove they are an active organisation through the provision of a Copy of the Minutes of their last AGM or other relevant documents.
5. Nominees should ensure that they understand the time commitment, required attendance etc relating to the position applied for. 
6. If your nomination is successful, you will be expected to attend Induction Training and sign and abide by WPPN’s Representative Charter.
7. Ensure nomination form is returned via email to ppn@westmeathcoco.ie by 4pm on the 31 March 2026.

	[bookmark: _Hlk178610856]Nominating Group
	

	Nominating Group’s PPN number
	

	Proposed by
	

	Proposer’s Position in Group
	

	Seconded by
	

	Seconder’s Position in Group
	



	Nominee Name
	

	Nominee Address
	

	Nominee Phone Number
	

	Nominee Email
	



Signature of Proposer: _______________________________	Date: ________________

Signature of Seconder:  _______________________________	Date: ________________

Signature of Nominee: ________________________________	Date: ________________



	[bookmark: _Hlk178611030]Statement from the Nominee. 200 words max
Include a brief biography and statement as to why you should be considered for this position.

	




Please return this completed form via email to ppn@westmeathcoco.ie
Notes: 
· In the event of more nominations than vacancies available; an election will be held.
· A panel will be created following election process to fill any current or future vacant positions.
· WPPN Reps are expected to gather and present the views and opinions of member organisations including, but not limited to, his/her own group.
· All WPPN Reps are required to sign the Reps Charter and to adhere to WPPN reporting mechanisms, Constitution, Policies etc.
· WPPN representative expenses will be paid in accordance with financial policy of WPPN.
· WPPN is non-political, non-sectarian and adheres to CVSP 8/2018 re PPNs and Engagement in the Political Process.

Westmeath Public Participation Network (WPPN), Community Development Section,
Westmeath County Council, Áras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 FH4N
Direct Line: 044 9332157  Email: ppn@westmeathcoco.ie

This form collects your name, email & phone number only for the purpose of WPPN elections and related communications; it will not be used for any other purpose.
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